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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION. 



House Concurrent Resolution No. 6. 
In the House, January 26, 1903, read second time, and adopted. 

Bob Barker^ 
Chief Clerk, House of Representatives. 

In the Senate, March 13, 1903, read and adopted. 

Clyde D. Smith, 
Secretary of the Senate. 

Be it resolved by the Home of Representatives, the Senate concurring. 

That there be printed for the use of the House and Senate three hun- 
dred copies of the Texas Legislative Manual, which shall contain the 
rules of the House, rules of the Senate, and the joint rules of Senate 
and House, all of which shall be properly indexed ; a list of the standing 
committees of the two houses, the names of the Senators and Repre- 
sentatives and their respective districts, the names of the officers of 
the House and Senate, and of the representatives of the press in attend- 
ance, the Constitution of this State and of the United States ; and the 
Committee on Rules of the House, acting with the Senate Committee on. 
Rules, is hereby authorized and instructed to have said copies bound 
and printed as follows, towit: Two hundred copies to be bound in 
flexible Morocco covers at an extra cost of not exceeding twenty-five 
cents per copy above the cost of the same books in flexible cloth, and 
that the remaining hundred copies be bound in flexible cloth, according 
to the specifications of the contract with the public printer. Three- 
fourths of such copies of each binding shall be for the use of the House 
and one-fourth for the use of the Senate, and they shall be paid for out 
of the contingent funds of the two houses, in the said proportions. 



RULES OF ORDER 



TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 



STATE OF TEXAS. 



RULES OF THE SENATE. 



QUORUM. 



1. Two-thirds of all the Senators elected shall constitute a quorum, 
but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and compel the 
attendance af absent members. (Constitution, Art. Ill, Sec. 10.) 

2. In case a less number shall convene, the members present may send 
the Sergeant-at-Arms, or any other person or persons, for any or all 
absent members. 

ABSENTEES. 

3. No member shall absent himself from the sessions of the Senate, 
without leave, unless he be sick, or unable to attend. 

4. A call of the Senate may be demanded by five members, and if 
there be any absent the names of the absentees shall be called again. If 
they do not answer, the Sergeant-at-Arms, or a special messenger, may be 
sent for them, and the question pending shall be, without a motion, laid 
on the table until the absentees appear or the call be suspended. 

OFFICERS OF THE SENATE. 

5. The Lieutenant-Governor of the State shall, by virtue of his oflBce, 
be President of the Senate. He shall preside over the deliberations of 
the Senate ; decide all questions of order, subject to appeal by any mem- 
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ber ; appoint all committees unless otherwise ordered by the Senate ; have 
direction and. control of all committee clerks and employes of the Senate 
and assign them to their duties. He shall have control of such parts of 
the capitol as have been, or may be, set apart for the use of the Senate 
and its oflBcers. He shall have the right to name a member to perform 
the duties of the Chair, but such substitution shall not extend beyond an 
adjournment. 

6. The Senate shall, at the beginning and close of each session and 
at such other times as may be necessary, elect one of its members Presi- 
dent pro tempore, who shall perform the duties of Lieutenant-Governor 
in any case of absence or disability of that officer, and whenever the said 
office of Lieutenant-Grovernor shall be vacant. 

7. A Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Journal Clerk, Assistant Journal 
Clerk, Calendar Clerk, Engrossing Clerk, Enrolling Clerk, Sergeant-at- 
Arms, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms, Doorkeeper, Assistant Doorkeeper, 
Chaplain, and such other officers as a majority vote may determine to be 
necessary, shall be elected at the opening of the session of the Legisla- 
ture, to continue in office until discharged by the Senate; who shall 
perform such duties as may be incumbent upon them in their respective 
offices, under the direction of the Senate. 

OPEX DOORS. 

8. The doors of the Senate shall be kept open, except when there is 
an executive session. (Constitution, Art. Ill, Sec. 16.) 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

9. The presiding officer shall take the chair at the hour to which the 
Senate last adjoruned. 

10. The names of the Senators shall be called alphabetically ; should 
a quorum not be in attendance a majority of those present shall be 
authorized to send the Sergeant-at-Arms, or a special messenger for the 
absentees; when there is a quorum present the journal of the preceding 
day shall be read and corrected if necessary. (Constitution, Art. Ill, 
Sec. 10.) 

11. The President shall then call : 

1. For petitions and memorials; 

2. For reports from standing committees; 

3. For reports from select committees; 

4. For bills and resolutions, which shall conclude the morning 

call, and which the President shall announce to the Senate ; 

5. For the special order; 

6. For unfinished business; 



Senate. *t 

7. For business on the President's table, which shall be disposed 
of in the following order : 

1. Simple resolutions ; 

2. Messages and executive communications; 

3. House bills on third reading; 

4. Senate bills on third reading; 

5. House bills on second reading; 

6. Senate bills on second reading. 

Senate bills and resolutions with House amendments may be called 
up at any time as privileged questions. 

13. Special orders shall be considered at the time for which they are 
set, and shall be considered from day to day until disposed of, but if a 
special order is not reached or considered at the time fixed it shall not 
lose its place as a special order. 

DECORUM AND DEBATE. 

13. When a Senator is about to speak in debate, or to communicate 
any matter to the Senate, he shall rise in his place and address the Presi- 
dent. 

14. When two or more members happen to rise at once, the President 
shall name the one who is first to speak, and his decision shall be final 
and * not open to debate or appeal. 

15. No member shall speak more than once in any one debate until 
every member desiring to do so shall have spoken; nor shall any member 
speak more than twice in any one debate without leave of the Senate. 

16. When a member shall be called to order by the President, or by 
a Senator, he shall sit down and not be allowed to speak, except to the 
point of order, until the question of order be decided. If the decision be 
in his f avor^ he shall be at liberty to proceed ; if otherwise, he shall not 
proceed without leave of the Senate. 

17. If a member be called to order for using exceptionable words, 
they shall immediately be taken down in writing, that the President may 
be better enabled to judge of them. 

18. Every question of order shall in the first instance be decided by 
the President, from whose decision any member may appeal to the 
Senate. 

19. While the President is putting the question or addressing the 
Senate he shall not be interrupted. 

20. While a member is speaking no other member shall interrupt 
him, except by leave, or otherwise interrupt the business of the Senate. 
No smoking shall be allowed in the Senate chamber during the session of 
the Senate. 
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21. When a question is under consideration by the Senate no motion 

shall be made except | 

To fix the day to which the Senate shall adjourn; 

To adjourn; 

To proceed to the transaction of executive business; 

The previous question; ^ 

To postpone to a time certain; 

To amend; 

To commit with instructions ; 

To commit without instructions; 

To lie on the table; 

To postpone indefinitely; 

Which several motions shall have precedence in the order in which 
they are arranged. All amendments tending to perfect a hill shall have 
precedence of a motion to strike out the enacting clause. 

22. Xo debate shall be allowed on a motion to lay on the table, for 
the previous question, or to adjourn. 

23. The Senate may punish any member for disorderly conduct, and 
with the consent of two-thirds may expel a member; but not a second 
time for the same offense, (Constitution, Art. Ill, Sec. 11.) 

24. The Senate, during its session, may imprison for forty-eight 
hours any person, not a member, for disrespectful or disorderly conduct 
in its presence, or for obstructing any of its proceedings. (Constitiition, 

Art. Ill, Sec. 15.) 4 

25. Any member who shall receive or offer a bribe, or who shall suffer 
his vote influenced by promise of preferment or reward, shall, on con- 
viction, be expelled. 

BILLS. 

26. No bill shall have the force of a law until it has been read on 
three several days in each house, and free discussion allowed thereon; 
but in cases of imperative public necessity (which necessity shall be 
stated in a preamble or in the body of the bill) four-fifths of the house 
in which the bill may be pending may suspend this rule, the yeas and 
nays being taken on the question of suspension and entered upon the 
journals. (Constitution, Art. Ill, Sec. 32.) 

27. The President shall, at each reading, announce whether the bill 
originated in the Senate or House of Bepresentatives, and whether it be 
the first, second or third reading. 

28. A bill, when introduced, shall be read and referred to a commit^ 
tee. The first reading of a bill, if a Senate bill, shall be the reading 
thereof when first introduced ; if a House bill, the reading thereof when 
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' transmitted to the Senate. And all House bills, when received in the 

' Senate, shall be read and referred to a committee. No action shall be 

taken upon a bill accepting, rejecting or amending the same until it has 

been reported upon by a committee, 
i 29. No motion shall be necessary to pass a bill to its second reading. 

L The main question on the second reading of the bill shall be, if a Senate 

i bill, "shall this bill be engrossed and passed to a third reading?" and if 

I it be a House bill, "shall this bill pass to a third reading?" 

30. No bill shall be considered unless it has first been referred to a 
committee and reported thereon; and no bill shall be passed which has 
not been presented and referred to a committee at least three days before 
the final adjournment of the Legislature. (Constitution, Art. Ill, Sec. 
37.), 

31. No amendment shall be adopted at the third reading of a bill 
without the consent of two-thirds of the members present. 

32. It shall be in order at the third reading of a bill to move its 
reference to a committee ; and should such motion prevail and the same 

{ be reported back to the Senate, the said bill shall be considered as on its 

second reading. 

t 33. The presiding officer of each house shall in the presence of the 

house over which he presides, sign all bills and joint resolutions passed 
by the Legislature, after their titles have been publicly read before sign- 
ing, and the fact of signing shall be entered on the journals. (Consti- 

^ tution. Art. Ill, Sec. 38.) 

I SUBSTITUTE BILLS. 

34. When the House of Representatives shall adopt and send to the 
i Senate a substitute for a bill that had previously passed the Senate and 

i been sent to the House, said substitute shall be acted upon by the Senate 

in the same manner as a bill that originated in the House of Representa- 
tives; and any amendment which is in effect a substitute shall be consid- 
i ered a substitute bill. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

36. Every resolution that requires the approval of the Governor shall 
be subject to the rules that govern the proceedings on bills. 

36. All resolutions, except those named in the preceding rule, shall 
be acted on upon their introduction, or on motion postponed or referred 

I to an appropriate committee. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

37. All amendments proposed to the Constitution shall be subject to 
the rules that govern the proceedings on bills, except that they shall in 
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all cases be read on three several days^ and shall only be passed by a vote 
of two-thirds of the members elected to the Senate. (Constitution, Art. 
XVII, Sec. 1.) When a proposed amendment to the Constitution may 
be under consideration, the votes of the majority of the members present 
shall be sufficient to decide an amendment thereto, or any collateral or 
incidental question short of the final question. 

MOTIONS. 

38. All motions shall be reduced to writing and read by the Secre- 
tary, if desired by the presiding officer or any Senator present. 

39. After a motion has been stated by the President, or read by the 
Secretary, it shall be deemed to be in possession of the Senate; but it 
may be nvithdrawn at any time before it has been amended or decided. 

40. On motion to fix a sum or state a time, the largest sum and the 
longest time shall have precedence. 

41. Any member may have the question before the Senate divided, 
if it be susceptible of a division, into distinct questions; but on a motion 
to strike out and insert, it shall not be in order to move for a division of 
the question; but the rejection of a motion to strike out and insert one 
proposition shall not prevent a motion to strike out and insert a different 
proposition; nor prevent a subsequent motion simply to strike out; nor 
shall the rejection of a motion simply to strike out prevent a subsequent 
motion to strike out and insert. A motion to. table shall only affect the 
matter to which it is directed, and a motion to table an amendment shall 
never have the effect of tabling the entire measure. 

42. A motion to postpone, or to commit, having been once decided, 
shall not again be entertained on the same day, at the same stage of the 
bill or other question before the Senate. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

43. Before any petition or memorial, addressed to the Senate, shall 
be received and read at the table, a brief, verbal statement of its contents 
may be made by the person presenting it. 

PROTESTS. 

44. Any member shall have the privilege to have spread upon the 
Journal of the Senate his reason for any vote that he may cast. 

REPORTS. 

45. All committee reports shall be in writing. 

. 46. It shall be in order for the Committee on Engrossed and 
Enrolled Bills to report at any time. 
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47. All reports, except reports from Committee on Engrossed and 
Enrolled Bills, shall, after being read, lie on the table one day before 
consideration, unless committed. 

48. When a committee shall report an original bill, such bill shall be 
read with the report, and shall be endorsed by the Secretary as having 
been read the first time. 

COMMITMENT. 

49. Motions in writing, reports, and all resolutions, except such as 
require the approval of the Governor, may be committed at the pleasure 
of the Senate. 

50. When several motions shall be made for reference of a subject to 
a committee, they shall have preference in the following order: First, 
to a committee of the whole Senate; second, to a standing committee; 
third, to a select committee. 

EEOONSIDERATION. 

51. After a question shall have been decided, either in the affirmative 
or A^gative, any member voting with the prevailing side may, on the 
same day in which the vote was taken, or within the next succeeding day 
of actual session, move the reconsideration thereof. When a bill, resolu- 
tion, report, amendment, order or message upon which the vote was 
taken shall have gone out of the possession of the Senate, and been com- 
municated to the House of Eepresentatives, the motion to reconsider 
shall be accompanied by a motion to request the House to return the 
same, which last motion shall be acted upon, and if determined in the 
negative, shall be a final disposition of the motion to reconsider. 

53. In all cases a motion to reconsider shall be decided by a majority 
of the votes. 

53. When the reading of a paper is called for, and the same is 
objected to by any member, it shall be determined by a vote of the Sen- 
ate, and without debate. 

QUESTIONS — MODE OF STATING AND VOTING UPON. 

54. All questions shall be distinctly put by the President, and the 
members shall signify their assent or dissent by answering "Aye,'^ or 
^'No.'^ 

EQUAL DIVISION OF THE SENATE. 

65. If the Senate be equally divided on any question, the Lieutenant- 
Governor, if present, shall give the casting vote. (Constitution, Art> 
IV, Sec. 16.) 
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56. The President of the Senate, for the time being, shall not, by 
virtue of his oflBce, be entitled to give the casting vote in any case. 

57. If the Senate is equally divided on any question when the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor is not present, such question or motion shall be lost. 

YEAS AND NAYS. 

58. Upon the final passage of all amendments proposed to the Con- 
stitution, of all bills appropriating money or lands for any purpose, and 
of all other questions requiring a vote of two-thirds, except a motion to 
suspend the rules, the presiding ofiicer shall call for the yeas and nays, 
and they shall be entered on the journal. 

59. At the desire of any three members present, the yeas and nays 
shall be entered on the Journal, and the names of the members present 
and not voting shall be recorded immediately after those voting in the 
affirmative and negative, and such members shall be counted in deter- 
mining the presence of a quorum. 

60. Upon any roll call of the Senate, should any member who is 
within the Senate chamber' fail or refuse to answer when his name is 
called, the Secretary of the Senate shall, under the direction of the 
President of the Senate, record such member as present. 

TWO-THIRDS VOTE — ON WHAT QUESTIONS REQUIRED. 

61. A vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to the Senate 
shall be required — 

1. For the final passage of amendments to the Constitution. (Con- 

stitution, Art. VII, Sec. 1.) 

2. For the final passage of bills exempting property from taxation. 

(Constitution, Art. VIII, Sec. 10.) 

3. For the final passage of bills to revoke or repeal private corpo- 

rations. 

4. For the final passage of bills to authorize the State to borrow 

money. 

5. For the passage of bills that have been returned by the Gov- 

ernor, with his objections. (Constitution, Art. IV, Sec. 14.) 

6. For the final passage of bills to reduce a county to a less area 

than nine hundred square miles. (Constitution, Art. IX, 
Sec. 1.) 

7. For the passage of an address to the Governor for the removal 

of any other civil officer. (Constitution, Art. XV, Sec. 8.) 

8. In cases of impeachment, a vote of two-thirds shall be required 

to convict. (Constitution, Art. XV, Sec. 3.) 

9. To expel a member. (Constitution, Art. Ill, Sec. 11.) 
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A vote of two-thirds of all the members present shall be required — 

1. To adopt an amendment at the third reactng of a bill or joint 

resolution. (See B. 35.) 

2. To postpone or change the order of business. 

3. To suspend any nile of the Senate. 

4. To excuse absentees. 

SUSPENSION AND RESCISSION OF THE RULES. 

62. It shall require a vote of four-fifths of the Senate to suspend the 
rules requiring bills to be read on three several days. (Constitution, 
Art. Ill, Sec. 32.) 

63. No standing rule or order of the Senate shall be rescinded or 
changed without one day^s notice being given of the motion therefor. 

64. No motion to suspend the rules for the purpose of considering a 
bill or resolution out of its order shall be entertained during the morn- 
ing call. 

REJECTION OF BILLS^ RES0LUTI0N.S AND MOTIONS. 

65. After a bill or resolution has been considered and defeated by 
either branch of the Legislature, no bill or resolution containing the 
same substance shall be passed into a law during the same session. (Con- 
stitution, Art. Ill, Sec. 34.) 

ELECTIONS. 

66. In all elections by the Senate, the vote shall be given viva voce, 
except in the election of officers of the Senate. (Constitution, Art. Ill, 
Sec. 41.) 

67. A majority of the whole number of votes cast shall be necessary 
for a choice in all elections by the Senate. 

COMMITTEES. 

68. All committees shall be appointed by the President, unless other- 
wise directed by the Senate. 

69. The following standing committees shall be appointed: 

1. A Judiciary Committee N'o. 1. 

2. A Judiciary Committee N^o. 2. 

3. A Committee on Constitutional Amendments. 

4. A Committee on Educational Affairs. 

5. A Committee on Internal Improvements. 

6. A Committee on Finance. 

7. A Committee on Public Lands and Land Office. 

8. A Committee on State Penitentiaries. 

9. A Committee on Public Health. 
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10. A Conrmittee oa Military Affairs. 

11. A CcHnioittee on State Affairs. 

12. A Committee on Commerce and Manufactures. 

13. A Committee on Public Boads^ Bridges and Ferries. 

14. A Committee on Public Debt, Claims and Accounts. 

15. A Committee on Contingent Expenses. ^ 

16. A Committee on Federal BelationB. 

17. A Committee on Counties and County Boundaries. 

18. A Committee on Public Printing. 

19. A Committee on Judicial Districts. 

20. A Committee on State Asylums. 

21. A Committee on Stock and Stock Baising. 

22. A Committee on Agricultural Affairs. 

23. A Committee on Treasurer's and Comptroller's Department. 

24. A Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

25. A Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

26. A Committee on Bules. 

27. A Committee on Engrossed Bills. 

28. A Committee on Enrolled Bills. 

29. A Committee on Insurance, Statistics and History. 

30. A Committee on Towns and City Corporations. 

31. A Committee on Mining and Irrigation. 

32. A Committee on Labor. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

70. It shall be in order for the Senate, at any time after bills and 
resolutions have been called, to resolve itself into Committee of the ^ 
Whole. 

71. In forming a Committee of the Whole Senate, the President j 
shall leave the chair, and shall appoint a chairman to preside in com- j 
mittee. 

72. When in' Committee of the Whole, the Lieutenant-Governor shall 

have a right to debate and vote on all questions. (Constitution, Art. j 

IV, Sec. 16.) I 

73. The rules of the Senate, as far as applicable, shall be observed in 
Committee of the Whole. 

74. Upon bills committed to a Committee of the Whole Senate, the I 
bill shall be read and debated by clauses, leaving the preamble to be last 
considered ; the body of the bill shall not be defaced or interlined ; but 

all amendments, noting the page or line, diall be duty ent»ed by the 
Secretary on a separate paper, as the same shall be agreed to by the 
committee, and so reported to the Senate ; after the report, the bill shall 
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again be Bubjeet to be debated and amended^ or coDunitted, before a 
question to engross it be taken. 

NOMINATIONS BY THE GOVERKOS. 

75. When nominations shall be sent to the Senate by the Governor, a 
future day shall be assigned for action thereon, unless the Senate iinani- 
mously direct otherwise. 

76. Nominations shall be acted on in executive session only. 

77. All nominations approved or definitely acted on by the Senate, 
shall be returned to the Governor, by the Secretary, from day to day, as 
such proceedings may occur. 

EXECUTIVB SESSION. 

78. When the Senate is in executive session, the Senate chamber and 
gallery shall be cleared of all persons except the Secretaries, Doorkeeper 
an4 Assistant Doorkeeper, Sergeant-at-Arms and Assistant Sergeant-at- 
Arms, who shall keep secret the proceedings of such session until the 
injunction of secrecy is removed by unanimous vote of the Senate. 

79. All information or remarks touching the character or qualifica- 
tions of any person nominated by the Governor to ofiSce shall be kept 
secret. 

80. Any officer or member convicted of violating any provisions of 
either of the two preceding rules shall be liable, if an officer, to dismissal 
from the service of the Senate, and if a member, to expulsion. 

MESSAGES. 

81. Messages, bills, resolutions and other papers shall be sent to the 
House of Bepresentatives by the Secretary, who shall previously endorse 
upon them the final determination of the Senate thereon. 

82. Messages may be received at any time, except while a question ia 
being put, while the yeas and nays are being taken, or while the ballota 
are being counted. 

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. 

83. The proceedings of the Senate, when not in Committee of the 
Whole or in executive session, shall be entered on the Journal as con- 
cisely as possible, care being taken to detail a true and accurate account 
of the proceedings; the titles of bills, and such parts thereof only as shall 
be affected by proposed amendments, shall be inserted in the Journal; 
every report of a committee and vote of the Senate, and a brief state* 
ment of the contents of each petition, memorial or paper presented to 
the Senate shall also be inserted on the Journal. 

84. When a bill shall be returned to the Senate by the (Jovemor, 
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with his objections, they shall be entered at large upon the Journal. 
(Constitution, Art. IV, Sec. 14.) 

85. The proceedings of the Senate, when in executive session acting 
upon nominations made by the Governor, shall be kept in a separate 
book, but the final result of such session shall be placed upon the Jour- 
nal of the Senate, and the Secretary shall report the same to the Gov- 
ernor. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

86. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and shall be 
decided without debate, and the Senate may adjourn while operating 
under the previous question. 

87. The Senate shall not adjourn for more than three days, nor to 
any other place than that in which it may be sitting, without the con- 
currence of the House of Eepresentatives. (Constitution, Art. Ill, 
Sec. 17.) 

ADMISSION OF PERSONS WITHIN THE BAR OF THE SENATE CHAMBER. 

88. The Governor and ex-Governor of the State, oflScers of the State 
government, the ex-Presidents of the Eepublic of Texas, ex-members of 
the Legislature, the members of the House of Eepresentatives, and such 
other persons as the presiding officer or any member of the Senate may 
invite within the bar of the Senate, shall be supplied with seats therein ; 
and no motion to admit any person whomsoever within the bar of the 
Senate shall be in order. 

J SENATE RULES — WHEN SILENT. 

89. The President of the Senate shall decide all questions not pro- 
vided for by the standing rules of order of the Senate, and joint rules 
of order of both branches of the Legislature, according to parliamentary 
practice, as laid down by modern approved authors, subject to appeal to 
the entire Senate as in other cases. 

PREVIOUS QUESTION. 

90. Pending the consideration of any question before the Senate, any 
Senator may call for the previous question, and if seconded by five Sen- 
ators, the presiding officer shall submit the question, ^^Shall the main 
question be now put?" and if a majority vote is in favor of it, the main 
question shall be ordered, the effect of which shall be to cut off all fur- 
ther amendments and debate, and bring the Senate to a direct vote — 
first, upon pending amendments and motions, if there be any; then upon 
the main proposition. The previous question may be ordered on any 
pending amendment or motion before the Senate as a separate proposi- 
tion, and be decided by a vote upon said amendment or motion. 
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JUDIOIAKY NO. 1. 

Hanger, Chairman; Stafford, Davidson of Galveston, Hill, Faulk, Pat- 
teson, Grinnan, Perkins, Hale, lipseomb. — Clerk, Mrs. Hope Hawkins. 

JUDICIARY NO. 2. 

Panlus, Chairman; Davidson of DeWitt, Hicks, Braehfield, Stafford, 
Hanger, Beaty, Sebastian, McKamy. — Clerk, Mrs. J. B. Van Orden. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS. 

Perkins, Chairman; Grinnan, Sebastian, Harper, Decker, Lipscomb, 
Beaty, Hicks, Mills.— Clerk, W. T. Pace. 

EDUCATIONAL APFAIBS. 

Stafford, Chairman; Davidson of Galveston, Lipscomb, Willacy, 
Hanger, Hicks, Hale, Morris, Faust. — Clerk, Miss Emily Holcomb. 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

Davidson of Galveston, Chairman; Willacy, Morris, Stafford, Martin, 
Lipscomb, Faust, Hanger, Wilson, Savage, Faubion, Beaty — Clerk, Miss 
Emily Holcomb. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

Wilson, Chairman; Harbison, Paulus, Lipscomb, Faust, Mills, Wil- 
lacy, Morris, Martin, Decker. — Clerk, Mrs. Hattie Yarbrough. 

PUBLIC LANDS AND LAND OFFICE. 

Grinnan, Chairman; Hill, Decker, Sebastian, Henderson, Savage, 
Hicks, Braehfield, McKamy. — Clerk, Miss Bessie Goldstein. 

STATE PENITENTIARIES. 

Morris, Chairman; Faust, Perkins, Lipscomb, Paulus, Hanger, Mills, 
Stafford, Faulk. — Clerk, Miss Bessie Goldstein. 

PUBLIC HEALTH. 

Douglass, Chairman; Martin, Savage, Henderson, Cain, Harbison. 
Faubion, Lipscomb. — Clerk, W. A. Shaw, Jr. 
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military affairs. 

Harper, Chairman; Decker, Faubion, Faust, Hicks, Hill, Martin. — 
Clerk, Lucien Goss. 

state affairs. 

McKamy, Chairman; Douglass, Sebastian, Faubion, Cain, Wilson, 
Faulk, Grinnari, Davidson of Galveston. — Clerk, W. T. Pace. 

commerce and manufactures. 

Mills, Chairman; Harper, Henderson, Sebastian, Brachfield, McKamy^ 
Cain, Savage, Beaty. — Clerk, W. A. Shaw, Jr. 

ROADS^ bridges AND FERRIES. 

Faulk, Chairman; Faubion, Douglass, Morris, Mills, Hale, McKamy, 
Perkins. — Clerk, Miss L. Stanley. 

PUBLIC debts, claims AND ACCOUNTS. 

Savage, Chairman; Faust, Morris, Willacy, Patteson, Mills, Hender- 
son. — Clerk, Lucien Goss. 

CONTINGENT EXPENSES. 

Willacy, Chairman; Faust, Hicks, Hale, Hill. — Clerk, Miss Emily 
Holcomb. 

. FEDERAL RELATIONS. 

Henderson, Chairman; Harper, Perkins, Martin, Decker, McKamy. — 
Clerk, W. A. Shaw, Jr. 

COUNTY AND COUNTY BOUNDARIES. 

Sebastian, Chairman; Davidson of DeWitt, Grinnan, Henderson, Pat- 
teson, Faubion, Lipscomb, Savage, Hanger. — Clerk, W. A. Shaw, Jr. 

PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Martin, Chairman; Cain, Harbison, Mills, Harper. — Clerk, Miss Bes- 
sie Goldstein. 

JUDICIAL DISTRICTS. 

Beaty, Chairman; Grinnan, Davidson of Galveston, Paulus, Davidson 
of DeWitt, Wilson, Lipscomb, Willacy, Patteson. — Clerk, Mrs. J. E.. 
Van Orden. 
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state asylums. 

Lipscomb, Chairman; Patteson, Hicks, Faulk, McKamy, Brachfield, 
Stafford, Faust, Hill, Douglass.— Clerk, W. T. Pace. 

stock and stock raising. 

Hill, Chairman; Decker, Sebastian, Grinnan, Harbison, Martin, Wil- 
lacy. — Clerk, Mrs. Hope Hawkins. 

AGRICULTURAL AFFAIRS. 

Cain, Chairman; Henderson, Mills, Morris, Harper, Faubion, Doug- 
lass, Perkins. — Clerk, Miss Bessie Goldstein. 

TREASURER'S AND COMPTROLLER'S DEPARTMENT. 

Faust, Chairman ; Wilson, Paulus, Lipscomb, Willacy. — Clerk, Lucien 
Goss. 

PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS. 

Decker, Chairman; Perkins, Brachfield, Hale, Patteson, Hill, David- 
son of DeWitt, McKamy. — Clerk, Lucien Goss. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 

Harbison, Chairman; Douglass, Savage, Morris, Faubion, McKamy, 
Grinnan.— Clerk, W. T. Pace. 

RULES. 

Stafford, Chairman; Hanger, Davidson of Galveston, Decker, David- 
son of DeWitt. — Clerk; Mrs. Hope Hawkins. 

ENGROSSED BILLS. 

Patteson, Chairman; Grinnan, Faulk. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 

Hale, Chairman; Beaty, Perkins, McKamy, Lipscomb. 

INSURANCE^ STATISTICS AND HISTORY. 

Davidson of DeWitt, Chairman; Patteson, Brachfield, Faulk, Hicks, 
Hill, Faubion, Stafford, Harbison. — Clerk, Miss Emily Holcomb. 
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TOWNS AND CITY CORPORATIONS. 



Hicks, Chairman; McKamy, Davidson of Galveston, Hanger, lips- 
comb. Mills, Faubion, Stafford, Harbison. — Clerk, Miss L. Stanley. ^ 



MINING AND IRRIGATION. 



Faubion, Chairman; Hill, Hale, Faust, Willacy, Sebastian, Decker. — 
Clerk, W. T. Pace. 



LABOR. 



Brachfield, Chairman ; Hicks, Douglass, McKamy, Lipscomb, Faubion, 
Cain. — Clerk, Miss L. Stanley. 
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RULE. 

Absence of Lieutenant-Governor, who shall preside 6 

Absent members may be compelled to attend 1-10 

Absentees may be excused by two-thirds vote 61 

Adjourn from day to day, less than quorum can 1 

Adjourn, motion to always in order 86 

Adjourn, motion to not debatable 86 

Adjourn, Senate shall not for more than three days 87 

Admission within bar of Senate 88 

Amendments, of House privileged 11 

Amendments, precedence of 21 

Amendments, considered as substitutes 34 

Amendments, on third leading two-thirds vote required 61 

Appeal from decision of chair, any member may 5, 18, 89 

Appeal from decision of chair, when not allowed 14 

Appoint committees, Presidfsnt shall 5, 68 

Attendance of members may be compelled 1 

B 

Bar of Senate, who may be admitted within 86 

Bills — Amendments to on third reading 31 

Course of in passage 28 

Free discussion allowed on 26 

Shall be presented, when 11 

Shall be read on three several days 26 

Shall be referred to committee 28 

Shall be referred three days before .adjournment 30 

Shall be signed by President •. 33 

Bribery, provisions concerning 25 

c 

Calendar, bills on shall be considered in what order 11 

Call of the Senate 4 

Commit, motion to can be considered but once same day 42 

Commitment 49, 50 

Committee of the whole 70, 71, 72, 73, 74 

Committee, all bills shall be referred to 28 

Committee, bills shall be read with report 48 

Committee clerks under direction of President 5 

Committee reports, when presented 11 
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RULE. 

Committee reports, must be in writing ... 45 

Committee reports, certain ones privileged 46 

Committee reports must lay over one day 47 

Committees, President shall appoint 6, 68 

Committees, standing 69 

Constitutional amendments require two-thirds vote 61 

Constitutional rule suspended by four-fifths vote 62 

Control of clerks and employes 6 

Control of Senate chamber and rooms 5 

Control of officers of Senate 7 



Debate, free discussion allowed '. 20 

Debate, not allowed on certain motions 22 

Debate, regulations concerning 15 

Discharge of officers, only by the Senate 7 

Division of question 41 

Doors shall be open except in executive session 8 

Duties of President of the Senate 5 

Duty, clerks and employes assigned to by President 6 



Elections, majority necessary to elect ^ 67 

Elections, the Senate shall elect a President pro tem 6 

Elections, the Senate shall elect certain other officers 7 

Emergency, in cases of constitutional rule may be suspended 26 

Employes, under the direction of the President 5 

Equal division, in case of proposition is lost 57 

Excuse absentees, requires two-thirds vote 61 

Executive sessions shall be set for future day 75 

Executive sessions, provisions concerning 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 85 

Exempting property from taxation, two- thirds vote required 61 

Expulsion of members 23, 25 



Free discussion allowed 26 



Governor's appointments, how and when considered 75, 76, 77 

Governor's veto, to pass bill over required two- thirds vote 61 

H 

House amendments to Senate bills privileged 11 

House substitute for Senate bill, how treated 34 
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RULE. 

Interrupted, President shall not be when putting question 19 

Interrupted, members not to be, except by leave 20 

J 

Joint resolutions, procedure in reference to 37 

Journal shall be read and corrected 10 

Journal shall contain what 83, 84, 86 

L 

Largest amount shall have precedence 40 

Less than a quorum, may do what 1 

Lieutenant-Governor, his duties 5 

Lieutenant-Grovernor, vacancy in office filled how 6 

Longest time shall have precedence 40 

M 

Members, expulsion of .^ 23 

Members, may appeal from decision of the chair '. . . .6, 18, 89 

Members, shall not be interrupted, except by leave 20 

Members, privilege of debate limited 15, 16 

Members, punishment of for disorderly conduct 23 

Memorials 11, 43 

Messages, sent and received 81, 82 

Morning call 11 

Motions, precedence of ' 21 

Motions, may be withdrawn, when 39 

.Motions, shall be reduced to writing, if desired 38 

Motions, to postpone or commit, when not in order 42 

Motions, to table not to effect whole proposition 41 

Motions, to table not debatable 22 

Motions, to adjourn not debatable 22, 86 

Motions, to adjourn always in order 86 

Motions, for previous question not debatable 22 

N 
Notice of one day necessary to change rule or order 63 

o 

Officers, certain ones shall be elected 7 

Officers, shall serve until discharged by Senate 7 

Officers, shall be under the direction of the Senate 7 

Order of business 9, 10, 11, 12 

Order, questions of, by whom decided 18 

Order of Senate, one day's notice necessary to change 63 
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Parliamentary practice to govern when rules are silent 89 

Petitions 11, 43 

Postpone regular order requires two- thirds vote 61 

Postpone, motion to, when not in order 42 

Precedence of motions 21 

Precedence of amendments 21 

Precedence of times and amounts 40 

Present and not voting 59, 60 

President, his duties 5 

President, shall appoint committees 5 

President, shall control clerks and employes 5 

President, shall control Senate chamber and committee rooms 5 

President, may name a Senator to preside temporarily 5 

President, his recognition of a member not subject to appeal 14 

President, shall not be interrupted while putting question 19 

President, shall vote in case of tie 55 

President, shall sign bills and resolutions 33 

President pro tem. shall be elected 6 

President pro tem. can not vote off a tie / 66 

Presiding officer may be named by President 5 

Previous question, provisions concerning 90 

Previous question. Senate may adjourn while operating under 86 

Private corporations, to revoke charter requires two- thirds vote 61 

Privileged matters 11 

Privileged reports '. 46 

Punishment of members 23 

Punishment of other persons 24 

Q 

Questions of order, by whom decided 6, 18, 89 

Question of who shall first speak to be decided by President 14 

Question, while putting, the President shall not be interrupted 19 

Quorum 1 

Quorum, members present not voting to be counted 59, 60 

R 

Reason for vote may be entered on journal 44 

Recognition by the chair 13 

Recommittal 32 

Reconsideration 51, 52 

Reports of committee, shall be presented when 11 

Reports of committees, must be in writing 45 

Reports of committees, must lay over one day '. . 47 

Resolution, shall be presented when 11 

Resolutions that are subject to the same rules as bills 35 

Resolutions, joint, procedure in reference to 37 

Resolutions, simple, to be acted upon at time of introduction 36 
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BULE. 

Restrictions upon the right of debate 15, 16 

Right of members to debate regulated 15,16 

Rule, to change, one day's notice necessary 63 

s 

Senate, appeal from decision of chair lies to 18 

Senate bill with House amendments privileged 11 

Senators shall rise and address the chair when about to speak 13 

Sergeant-at-Arms may be sent for absent members , . . 2, 10 

Sessions of Senate, no member shall be absent himself from 2 

Smoking not allowed in the chamber during sessions 20 

Special orders, regulations concerning 12 

Speech restricted 15 

standing committees 69 

Substitute House for Senate bill 34 

Substitute, when an amendment is a 34 

Suspend constitutional rule 62 

Suspend order of business requires two- thirds vote 61 

Suspend rules not permitted during morning call 64 

T 

Table, motion to shall not table whole proposition 41 

Tie vote, in case of, President shall vote 55 

Tie vote, President pro tem. cannot vote oflf 56 

Tie vote, in case of, the proposition is lost 57 

Two- thirds vote required to amend bill on third reading 31 

Two-thirds vote required, when 61 

u 

Unanimous consent necessary, when 75 

V 

Vacancy in office of Lieutenant-Governor h 

Veto, to pass bill over required two-thirds vote 61 

Votes shall be given, how 66 

Vote, reason for may be entered on journal 64 

w 

Whole, committee of, provisions concerning 70, 71, 72, 73, 74 

Y 

Yeas and nays must be entered to suspend rule 26 

Yeas and nays necessary in certain cases 58 

Yeas and nays, three members may demand 59 
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DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO HOUSES. 

1. In every ease of an amendment in one house, and dissented to by 
the other, if either house shall request a conference and appoint a com- 
mittee for that purpose, and the other house shall appoint a committee 
to confer, such committee shall, at a convenient hour to be agreed on by 
their chairmen, meet in their conference chamber and state to each other, 
verbally or in writing, as either shall choose, the reasons of their respect- 
ive houses for and against the amendment, and confer freely thereon. 

2. After each house shall have adhered to their disagreement, a bill 
or resolution is lost. 

3. When a bill or resolution which shall have passed in one house 
is. rejected in the other, notice thereof is to be given to the house in 
which the same may have passed. 

COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE HOUSES. 

4. When a message shall be sent from the Senate to the House of 
Bepresentatives, it shall be announced at the door of the House by the 
Doorkeeper, and shall be respectfully communicated to the Chair by the 
person by whom it may be sent. 

5. The same ceremony shall be observed when a message shall be sent 
from the House of Eepresentatives to the Senate. 

6. All messages relating to the passage, substitution or amendment 
of any bill, resolution or other matter in passage between the two houses,, 
shall be sent by such person as a sense of propriety in each house may 
determine to be proper, and shall be in writing, on but one side of sepa- 
rate sheet or sheets of paper, and shall be properly addressed to the 
presiding officer of the house to which the message be sent, and shall be 
signed by the person delivering the same, in his official capacity, and 
such message, as written, shall be printed in full in the journal of the 
house receiving the same. 

7. While bills and resolutions are on their passage between the two 
houses, they shall be on paper, and under the signature of the Secretary 
or Clerk of each house, respectively. 

8. Each house transmits to the other all papers on which any bill or 
resolution may be founded. 
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ENROLLING AND SIGNING OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS AND THEIR PRESEN- 
TATION TO THE GOVERNOR. 

9. After a bill shall have passed both houses it shall be duly enrolled 
on paper by the Enrolling Clerk of the House of Representatives, or of 
the Senate, as the bill may have originated in the one or the other house, 
and properly signed by the presiding officer of each house, as required 
by the Constitution, before it shall be presented to the Governor. 

10. When bills are enrolled they may be examined by a joint com- 
mittee of three from the Senate and three from the House of Represent- 
atives, appointed as a standing committee for that purpose, who shall 
carefully compare the enrollment with the engrossed bills as passed in 
the houses, and, carefully correcting any errors that may be ^scovered 
in the enrolled bills, make their report forthwith to the respective houses. 

11. After examination and report each bill shall be signed in the 
respective houses — first by the presiding officer of the house in which it 
originates, then by the presiding officer of the other house, in accordance 
with Article III, Section 38, of the Constitution. 

12. After a bill shall have thus been signed in each house it shall be 
presented to the Governor for his approbation by the Enrolling Com- 
mittee of the house in which it originated, it being first endorsed on the 
back of the roll, certifying in which house the same originated, which 
endorsement shall be signed by the Secretary or Clerk, as the case may 
be, of the house in which the same did originate, and shall be entered 
on the journal of such house. The said committee shall report the day 
of presentation to the Governor, which time shall be carefully entered 
on the journal of the house in which the bill originated. 

13. All orders, resolutions and votes, which are to be presented to the 
Governor of the State for his approbation, shall also in the same manner 
be previously enrolled, examined and signed, and shall be presented in 
the same manner and by the same committee as provided in the case of 
bills. 

ELECTIONS BY JOINT VOTE OF THE TWO HOUSES. 

14. In all elections by joint vote of the two houses of the Legislature, 
the Senate will, upon invitation, meet the House in its hall at the hour 
agreed upon. The President of the Senate shall take a seat at the right 
of the Speaker, and the Senators shall take seats in front of the Speaker^s 
desk. The Speaker of the House will preside. The names of the Senar 
tors shall then be alphabetically called, after which the names of the 
Representatives shall be called in like manner, and if a quorum of both 
houses answer to their names the two houses will proceed with the busi- 
ness for which they have met. The President of the Senate shall first 
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call for nominations by Senators, and the Speaker of the House shall 
then call for nominations by Representatives, ^dominations being made, 
the names of the Senators shall be called by the Secretary, and their 
votes recorded by him. The names of the Representatives shall then be 
called by their Clerk, and their votes recorded by him, and the result 
shall be handed to and announced by the Speaker. Should a majority 
be required to elect, and no person receive a majority, the voting shall be 
repeated until an election is made. After the conclusion of the election 
for which the two houses have met in joint session, the Senate shall retire 
to its chamber, and the result of the joint vote shall be entered on the 
jotimal of each house. 

15. If a quorum of either house should fail to attend a joint session, 
or absent themselves therefrom without the permission of such house, the 
members of the house so wanting a quorum, if ten in number, shall have 
the right to compel the attendance of the absentees •in accordance with 
its own rules ; and after a reasonable time, if a quorum is not obtained, 
the joint session may be adjourned by the vote of a majority of the mem- 
bers of either house, which vote shall be taken by the presiding ofl&cer 
of either house, on the motion of any one of its members, without debate. 

16. If no choice shall have been made on the first ballot or vote, at 
any time thereafter the joint session may be adjourned, with or without 
naming another day for meeting, by the vote of a majority of either 
house, which vote shall be taken by the presiding officer of either house, 
on the motion of any one of its members, without delay. 

17. In all conferences between the Senate and the House by commit- 
tees, the number of each committee shall be five (5), and all votes on 
matters of difEerence shall be taken by each committee separately, and it 
shall require a majority of each committee present concurring upon the 
matter in dispute to determine it. The reports of all conference com- 
mittees must be signed by a majority of each committee of the confer- 
ence. 
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KULES OF THE HOUSE. 



EULE I. 
DUTIES AND RIGHTS OP THE SPBAKEB. 

1. The Speaker shall take the chair on every legislative day precisely 
at the hour to which the House shall have adjourned at its last sitting, 
immediately call the members to order, and ascertain the presence of a 
quorum by a roll call of the members of the House. 

2. He shall preserve order and decorum, and, in case of disturbance 
or disorderly conduct in the galleries or in the lobby, may cause the same 
to be cleared. 

3. He shall have general control, except as provided by law, of the 
hall of the House and its lobby and galleries, and of the corridors and 
passages and unappropriated rooms in that part of the Capitol assigned 
to the use of the House. 

4. He shall lay before the House its business in the order indicated 
by the rules, and shall receive propositions made by members and put 
them to the House; and shall enforce the rules of the House and the 
legislative rules prescribed in the Constitution. 

5. He shall rise to put a question, but may state it sitting; and he 
shall put questions distinctly in this form, towit : "As many as are in 
favor of (as the question may be) say Aye'^; and after the aflBrmative 
voice is expressed, "As many as are opposed say No.^^ If the Speaker 
be in doubt as to the result, or if a division be called for, the House 
shall divide ; those in the aflBrmative of the question shall rise from their 
seats and remain standing until the Clerk has numbered them and the 
number has been announced by the Speaker ; those who vote in the nega- 
tive are then requested to rise, and they are numbered and the number 
announced. The yeas and nays may be called for before the decision of 
the Speaker is announced. 

6. He shall not be required to vote in ordinary legislative proceed- 
ings, except where his vote would be decisive, or where the House is 
engaged in voting by ballot; and in all cases of a tie vote the question 
shall be lost. 

7. He shall decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal to the 
House made by any two members, on which appeal no member shall 
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speak more than once, unless by leave of the Honse. Pending an appeal, 
no motion shall be in order except to adjourn, to lay on the table, for 
the previous question and the call of the House. 

8. He shall examine, correct and approve the journal of each day's 
proceedings before the same shall be printed. 

9. All committees and the chairmen of the same shall be appointed 
by the Speaker, unless otherwise specially directed by the House, in 
which case they shall be elected: and if, upon such vote, the number 
required shall not be elected by a majority of the votes given, the House 
shall proceed to a second vote, in which a plurality shall prevail; and 
in case a greater number than that required to compose or complete a 
committee shall have an equal number of votes, the House shall take 
another vote. 

10. All acts, addresses and joint resolutions shall be signed by the 
Speaker, as required by the Constitution; and all writs, warrants and 
subpoenas issued by order of the House shall be under his hand and 
attested by the Chief Clerk or the acting Chief Clerk. 

11. The Speaker shall have the right to name any member to per- 
form the duties of the chair, but such substitution shall not extend 
beyond an adjournment. Whenever the Speaker shall be absent at any 
hour to which the House has adjourned, it shall be the duty of the Chief 
Clerk to call the House to order and have the roll called, and if a 
quorum be present, the House shall proceed to elect a Speaker 'pro tem- 
pore, who shall discharge the duties of the Speaker of the House of Eep- 
resentatives, and have the same rights, during the absence of the Speaker. 

EULE II. 
ELECTION AND COMPENSATION OF OFFICERS. 

All oflBcers of the House shall be elected by ballot, and shall receive 
such compensation as the House may determine ; and after their salary 
has been fixed, no further or extra compensation shall be allowed them. 

EULE III. 

DUTIES OF THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. 

1. It shall be the duty of the Sergeant-at-Arms to attend the House 
and the Committee of the Whole during their sittings, and to maintain 
order under the direction of the Speaker or chairman, and, pending the 
election of a Speaker pro tempore, under the direction, of the Chief 
Clerk. 

2. He shall have charge, under the Speaker, of the hall of the House, 
its lobby and galleries, and all other rooms in the Capitol assigned to 
the use of the House, and shall keep the same in order. 
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3. He shall execute the commands of the House from time to time, 
and all writs and process issued by authority thereof, directed to him 
by the Speaker. 

4. He shall procure and keep, for the use of the members and officers 
of the House, such stationery and stationer^s supplies as may be neces- 
sary for the transaction of the business of the House ; and he shall keep 
his office open daily (except Sundays) from 8 o^clock a. m. until one 
hour after the adjournment of the House. 

6. The Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms, if any, shall assist the Sergeant- 
at-Arms in the performance of his duties, and, subject to his control and 
to that of the Speaker, shall have the same powers. 

Rule IV. 

DUTIES OF THE CLERKS. 

1. The Chief Clerk shall have general charge and supervision, under 
the direction of the Speaker, over the secretarial work of the House, and, 
pending the election of a Speaker pro tempore, he shall call the House 
to order, preserve order and decorum, and decide all questions of order 
subject to appeal to the House. He shall attest all writs, warrants and 
subpoenas issued by order of the House, and shall certify to the passage 
of bills and joint resolutions, noting at the foot thereof the date of its 
passage and the vote by which it passed, if by a yea and nay vote. 

2. The Calendar Clerk shall keep the calendars of the House, so as 
to show the action had on, and present status of, all bills and resolutions, 
and shall have charge of their printing, when authorized by the rules 
or by vote of the House. The Speaker may assign the Calendar Clerk 
to other clerical work of the House or its committees. 

3. The Journal Clerk and Assistant Journal Clerk, if any, under 
his direction, shall keep a journal of the proceedings of the House, in 
which such proceedings, when not acting in Committee of the Whole, 
shall be entered as concisely and accurately as possible. In this journal 
there shall be entered the number and caption of every bill introduced, 
and a brief statement of the substance of every bill, joint resolution, 
petition, memorial or other paper presented to the House. All simple 
and concurrent resolutions, motions, committee reports and amendments, 
and all questions of order, with the decisions thereon, and messages from 
the Governor and Senate, shall be entered in full. Every vote of the 
House shall also be entered on the Journal, with a concise statement of 
the question and of the result. 

The Journal, as made up each day, shall be submitted to the Speaker 
for his examination, correction and approval, and when approved by him 
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shall be printed, tuider the supervision of the Journal Clerk, and copies 
thereof laid upon the desk of each member on the succeeding day; but 
it need not be read, unless upon motion therefor by a majority vote. 

4. The Engrossing Clerk shall write out in a fair, legible hand, with- 
out erasures, interlineations, or additions in the margin, all bills and 
joint resolutions that have passed their second reading and have been 
ordered to be engrossed. He shall submit his work to the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills before the same is returned to the House, for their 
examination, correction and approval, and he shall perform such other 
clerical work for the House or its committees as he may be assigned to 
by the Speaker. 

5. The Enrolling Clerk shall similarly enroll all House bills and 
joint resolutions that have passed both houses, writing them out in a 
fair, legible hand, without erasures, interlineations or additions in the 
margin. After they have been examined by the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills and found truly enrolled they shall be reported to the House for 
the signature of the Speaker and transmission to the Senate. The 
Enrolling Clerk may be assigned by the Speaker to perform other cleri- 
cal work for the House or its committees. 

6. The Reading Clerk, and his assistant, if any, shall call rolls of 
the House in the alphabetical order of the names of the members, and 
shall real aloud all bills, resolutions, motions and other written matter, 
required by the rules, or directed by the Speaker, to be read. They 
shall remain standing while reading or calling the roll. In the event 
of the absence, resignation or death of the Chief Clerk, the Reading 
Clerk shall take charge of and attend to all the duties of the office, 
tintil the Chief Clerk returns or his successor is elected. 

Rule V. 

DUTIES OF THE DOORKEEPER. 

The Doorkeeper shall enforce strictly the rules relating to the privi- 
leges of the Hall, and, when the House is under call, shall permit no 
meml)er to leave the Hall without written permission from the Speaker. 
Fifteen minutes before the hour of the meeting of the House each day 
he shall see that the floor is cleared of all persons except those privileged 
to remain, and kept so until ten minutes after adjournment. 

Rule VI. 

DUTIES OF THE POSTMASTER. 

The Postmaster shall superintend the postoffice kept in the Capitol 
for the accommodation of Representatives and officers of the House and 
be held responsible for the prompt and safe delivery of their mail. 
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Rule VII. 

DUTIES OF THE CHAPLAIN. 

The Chaplain shall attend at the commencement of each day^s sitting 
of the House and open the same with prayer. 

Rule VIII. 

OP COMMITTEES. 

Unless otherwise ordered by the House, the Speaker shall appoint 
the following committees, consisting of the number designated, and no 
addition shall be made to any committee after it has been formed, except 
upon the suggestion of the chairman thereof and by a majority of the 
House, and all proposed legislation shall be referred to the appropriate 
committees named in this rule: 

1. Judiciary No. 1, 19 members. 

2. Judiciary No. 2, 19 members. 

3. Constitutional Amendments, 18 members. 

4. Internal Improvements, 18 members. 
6. State Affairs, 22 members. 

6. Finance, 21 members. 

7. Education, 19 members. 

8. Revenue and Taxation, 18 members. 

9. Public Lands and Land OflBce, 22 members. 

10. Public Health and Vital Statistics, 11 members. 

11. Commerce and Manufactures, 13 members. 

12. County Government and County Finances, 17 members. 

13. Privileges, Suffrage and Elections, 15 members. 

14. Public Printing, 11 members. 

16. Public Buildings and Grounds, 17 members. 

16. Eoads, Bridges and Ferries, 24 members. 

17. Claims and Accounts, 10 members. 

18. Examination of Comptroller's and Treasurer's Accounts, 7 

members. 

19. Private Land Claims, 9 members. 

20. Engrossed Bills, 5 members. 

21. Enrolled Bills, 5 members. 

22. Contingent Expenses, 8 members. 

23. Eules (Speaker ex-oflBcio chairman), 5 members. 

24. Agricultural Affairs, 19 members. 

25. Public Debt, 9 members. 

26. State Asylums, 19 members. 
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27. Judicial Districts, 19 members. 

28. Insurance, Statistics and History, 12 members. 

29. Federal Relation^, 10 niembers. 

30. Stock and Stock Raising, 17 members. 

31. Counties and County Boundaries, 14 members. 

32. Penitentiaries, 24 members. 

33. Military Affairs, 9 members. 

34. Towns and City Corporations, 14 members. 

35. Mining and Minerals, 13 members. 

36. Irrigation, 14 members. 

37. Labor, 10 members. 

38. Railroad Commission, Ig members. 

Rule IX. 

ORGANIZATION, POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES. 

1. As soon as practicable after their appointment, it shall be the 
duty of the chairman, or chairman pro tem. (towit: the first named 
member after the chairman), of the different committees to notify the 
Speaker, in writing, of the time fixed for the meeting of their respective 
committees, which information the Speaker shall cause to be posted 
in a conspicuous place in the Hall as soon as practicable. 

2. If after due notification the members of any committee fail to 
meet at the time and place designated, and it shall be evident that such 
absentees are wilfully absent for the purpose of impeding the action 
of the committee, the chairman shall report such matter to the House, 
and such committeemen shall be subject to reprimand, or removed from 
such committee, as a majority of the members present shall decide. 

3. No committee shall sit during the time the House is in session 
without special leave first being granted. 

4. A majority of a committee shall constitute a quorum for busi- 
ness, and no report shall be made to the House unless ordered by a 
majority of such quorum. The views of the minority may be submitted 
in writing by any member of the committee. 

5. Bills, resolutions and other papers referred to committees shall be 
taken up and acted upon by the committees in the order in which they 
were referred, and shall be reported back to the House within ten (10) 
days from the date of their respective reference, unless the House shall 
grant a committtee additional time for the consideration of a paper 
referred to it. 

6. The reports of standing and select committees shall be filed with 
the Chief Clerk, and printed in the Journal. 
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7. The Committee on Engrossed Bills, in addition to their duties as 
such, are also the Committee on Style, and it shall be their duty to see 
that all bills passed by the House are correct in style, orthography, punc- 
tuation, and in whatever else it is within the province of the committee 
to correct. 

8. It shall be in order for the Committee on Engrossed Bills, 
Enrolled Bills and the Committee on Eules to report at any time. 

9. Eeports of committees are advisory only. When the report is 
made, the proposition, bill or resolution recommended or reported back 
shall be before the House for its consideration without action upon the 
report. 

BULE X. 

QUESTIONS OF PRIVILEGE. 

Questions of privilege shall be, first, those affecting the rights of the 
House collectively, its safety, dignity, and the integrity of its proceed- 
ings; second, the rights, reputation, and conduct of members individ- 
ually in their representative capacity only; and shall have precedence 
of all other questions, except motions to adjourn. 

Bulb XI. 

DECORUM AND DEBATE. 

1. JVhen any member desires to speak or delivei? any matter to the 
House, he shall rise and respectfully address himself to "Mr. Speaker,'^ 
and, on being recognized, may address the House from any place on the 
floor or from the clerFs desk, and shall confine himself to the question 
imder debate, avoiding personality. 

2. When two or more members happen to rise at once, the Speaker 
shall name the one who is first to speak, and his decision shall be final 
and not open to debate or appeal. 

3. The mover of any proposition, or the member reporting any meas- 
ure from a committee, as the case may be, or in case of the absence of 
either of them, then any other member designated by such absentee, shall 
have the right of opening and closing debate thereon, and for this pur- 
pose may speak each time not to exceed half an hour. 

4. No member shall speak more than twice on the same question, 
without leave of the House, nor more than once until every member 
choosing to speak shall have spoken ; nor shall any member be permitted 
to consume the time of another member without the consent of the 
House. 

5. If a pending question is not disposed of, owing to an adjourn- 
ment of the House, no member who has spoken twice on the subject 
shall be allowed to speak again without leave. 



42 Rules of Obdeb. 

6. All speeches are limited to fifteen minutes in duration, except as 
provided in Section 3 of this rule, and the Speaker shall call the mem- 
bers to order at the expiration of their time. 

7. If any member, in speaking or otherwise, transgresses the rules 
of the House, the Speaker shall, or any member may, call him to order; 
in which case the member so called to order shall immediately sit down, 
unless permitted to explain; and the House shall, if appealed to, decide 
on the case, but without debate. If the decision be in favor of the mem- 
ber called to order, he shall be at liberty to proceed; if the dicision be 
against him, and the case requires it, he shall be liable to the censure of 
the House or such other punishment as the House may deem proper. 

8. While the Speaker is putting a question or addressing the House, 
no member shall walk out or across the Hall, nor, when a member is 
speaking, pass between him and the Chair; and, during the. session of 
the House, no member shall wear his hat nor smoke upon the floor of 
the House. 

9. When the reading of a paper is called for, and the same is objected 
to by any member, the House shall determine whether said paper shall 
be read or not. 

EULE XII. 
OP VOTING. 

1. Any member who has a personal or private interest in any meas- 
ure or bill, proposed or pending before the House, shall disclose the 
fact, and shall not vote thereon. 

2. No member shall be permitted to vote in any case, whether upon 
division or roll call, when he was not within the bar of the House when 
the question was put; and if his vote be challenged on that ground, or 
if he ask leave to vote, the Speaker shall ask him whether he was within 
the bar of the House when the question was put; and, if he answers 
in the affirmative, he shall be permitted to vote. 

3. In order to be entitled to vote, and to be within the bar of the 
House, a member must be on the floor of the Hall and within the walls 
enclosing the same, and not outside of any of the doors leading out 
of the Hall, and he must vote from his seat. 

4. Every member who is in the House when the question is put shall 
give his vote, unless the House, for reasons assigned, shall excuse him; 
and any member who is present and shall fail and refuse to vote, after 
being requested so to do by the Speaker, shall be recorded as present, but 
not voting, and shall be counted for the purpose of making a quorum. 

5. No member shall be allowed to make any explanation of a vote 
he is about to give, or ask to be excused from voting, after the Clerk, 
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under order of the House, shall have commenced calling the yeas and 
nays. 

6. The yeas and nays of the members of the House on any question 
shall, at the desire of any three members present, be called and entered 
on the Journal. 

7. While the yeas and nays are being called, or votes are being 
coimted, no member shall visit the Clerk^s table or leave his seat. 

8. On the demand of any member, before the question is put, the 
question shall be divided if it includes propositions so distinct in sub- 
stance that one being taken away a substantive proposition remain. 

9. All pairs must be announced when the roll is called, and a written 
statement thereof sent to the Clerk. Such pairs shall be entered on the 
Journal, and the member present shall be counted to make a quorum. 

EULB XIII. 
OF MOTIONS. 

1. Every motion made to the House and entertained by the Speaker, 
shall be reduced to writing on the demand of any member, and shall be 
entered on the Journal with the name of the member making it, unless 
it is withdrawn the same day. 

2. When a motion has been made, the Speaker shall state it or (if 
it be in writing) cause it to be read aloud by the Clerk before being 
debated, and it shall then be in possession of the House, but may be 
withdrawn at any time before a decision or amendment. 

3. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received but 

(1) To fix the day to which the fiouse shall adjourn; 

(2) To adjourn; 

(3) To take a recess; 

(4) To lay on the table; 

(5) For the previous question; 

(6) To postpone to a day certain; 

(7) To commit; 

(8) To amend; or, 

(9) To postpone indefinitely. 

Which several motions shall have precedence in the above order. A 
motion to strike out the enacting words of a bill shall have precedence 
of a motion to amend, and if carried shall be considered as equivalent 
to the rejection of the bill. 

4. A motion to adjourn, except as hereinafter provided in Eule XIV, 
Section 6, and a motion to fix the day to which the House shall adjourn, 
shall always be in order. 

5. When motions are made for the reference of a subject to a select 
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or standing committee, the question for the reference to a standing com- 
mittee shall be put first. 

6. Xo motion to postpone to a day certain, to commit or to postpone 
indefinitely, being decided, shall be again allowed on the same day at 
the same stage of the bill or proposition. 

7. The motion to lay upon the table, if carried, shall have the effect 
of killing the bill, resolution, amendment or other immediate proposi- 
tion tabled. It shall not be debatable, but the mover of the proposition 
proposed to be tabled, or the member reporting it from a committee, shall 
be allowed to close the debate thereon after the motion to table is made 
and before it is put. The vote by which the motion to table is carried 
or lost, cannot be reconsidered. 

8. A bill or proposition postponed to a day certain shall be laid 
before the House at the time to which it was postponed, unless other 
business be then pending, in which case its consideration shall be 
deferred until the pending business is disposed of, without other pre- 
judice to its right or priority. 

9. The following motions shall be decided without debate : 

(1) To adjourn. 

(2) To fix the day to which the House shall adjbum. 

(3) To lay on the table. 

(4) That a proposition lie upon the table, subject to call. 

(5) For the previous question. 

(6) To suspend the regular order of business and take up some 
measure out of its order ; but the mover may be allowed to state' briefly 
the nature and purpose of the measure. 

(7) To suspend the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days. 

Rule XIV. 

OF THE PRE^nOUS QUESTION. 

1. There shall be a motion for the previous question, which shall 
be admitted only when seconded by twenty-five (25) members. It shall 
be put by the Chair in this manner : 

"The motion has been seconded. As many as are in favor of ordering 
the previous question on (here state on what question or questions) will 
say Aye,^^ and then "As many as are opposed, say No.^^ If ordered by a 
majority of the members voting, a quorum being present, it shall have 
the efl:ect of cutting off all debate and bringing the House to a direct • 
vote upon the immediate question or questions upon which it has been 
asked and ordered. 

2. The previous question may be asked and ordered upon any debat- 
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able single motion, or series of motions allowable under the rules, or an 
amendment or amendments, or may be made to embrace all authorized 
debatable motions or amendments and include the bill or resolution to 
its passage or rejection. It may be applied to motions to postpone to a 
day certain, or indefinitely, or to commit, and cannot be laid upon the 
table. 

3. On the motion for the previous question there shall be no debate; 
and all incidental questions of order after it is made, and pending such 
motion, shall be decided, whether on appeal or otherwise, without debate. 

4. After the previous question has been ordered, there shall be no 
debate upon the questions on which it has been ordered, or upon inci- 
dental questions, except only that the mover of the proposition, or the 
member making the report from the committee, as the case may be, 
or, in case of the absence of either of them, any other member desig- 
nated by such absentee, shall have the right to close the debate, after 
which a vote shall be immediately taken on the amendments, if any 
there were, and then on the main question. 

5. When the previous question is ordered upon a motion to post- 
pone indefinitely, or to amend by striking out the enacting clause of a 
bill, the mover of the proposition or bill proposed to be so postponed 
or amended, or the member reporting the same from a committee, shall 
have the right to close the debate on the original proposition, after which 
the member moving to postpone or amend shall be allowe^d to close the 
debate on his motion or amendment. 

6. No motion for an adjournment or recess shall be in order after 
the previous question is seconded, until the final vote upon the main 
question shall be taken, unless the roll call shows the absence of a 
quorum. 

7. A call of the House may be moved after the previous question has 
been ordered. 

EULE XV. 

OP RECONSIDERATION. 

1. When a motion has been made, and carried or lost, or an amend- 
ment, resolution or bill voted upon, it shall be in order for any member 
of the prevailing side to move for a reconsideration thereof, on the same 
day or the next sitting day, before the order of the day is taken up. 

2. If such motion for a reconsideration be not disposed of when 
made, it shall be spread upon the Journal, and cannot, after that legis- 
lative day, be called up and disposed of, unless one daVs notice shall be 
given. But all such motions made during the last three days of the 
session shall be disposed of when made. 
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3. When a motion for a reconsideration has once been made^ it can- 
not be withdrawn, but may be called up by any member. 

4. Unless sooner called up and disposed of, all motions for the recon- 
sideration of votes upon amendments, or other incidental matters, shall 
be regarded as determined and lost, upon the final vote upon the main 
question. 

BULE XVI. 
OF ROLL CALLS AND CALLS OP THE HOUSE. 

1. Upon every roll call, the names of the members shall be called 
alphabetically by surname, except when two or more have the same sur- 
name, in which case the name of the county shall be added. 

2. When a call of the House is moved, and seconded by fifteen mem- 
bers (of whom the Speaker may be one), the Doorkeeper shall close the 
main entrance of the Hall, and all other doors leading out of the Hall 
shall be locked, and no member shall be permitted to leave the House, 
without written permission of the Speaker, until after the subject mat- 
ter upon which the call was ordered shall have been disposed of. The 
Clerk shall call the roll of the members, and note the absentees; and 
those for whom no sufficient excuse is made may, by order of a majority 
of those present, be sent for and arrested, wherever they may be found, 
by the Sergeant-at-Arms or oflficers appointed by him for that purpose, 
and their attendance secured and retained; and the House shall deter- 
mine upon what condition they shall be discharged. Members who vol- 
untarily appear shall, imless the House otherwise direct, be immediately 
admitted to the Hall of the House, and they shall report their names 
to the Clerk to be entered upon the Journal as present. Until a quorum 
appears, should the roll call fail to show one present, no business shall 
be done except to compel the attendance of absent members or to 
adjourn. 

Whenever a quorum is shown to be present, the House may proceed 
with the matters on which the call was ordered, or may enforce, and 
await, the attendance of the absentees. 

EULE XVII. 

OF SIMPLE AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS. 

1. When resolutions are called for, the member oflfering a resolution, 
shall rise in his place and say : "Mr. Speaker, I offer the following res- 
olution.^^ The Speaker shall then say : "The gentleman from 

offers the following resolution. The resolution will be read.'' As soon 
as the Clerk shall have read the same, the Speaker shall say: "What 
order will the House take on the resolution ?'' If the second reading of 
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the resolution is called f or^ the Speaker shall say : ^^Second reading of 
the resolution is called for. If there is no objection the resolution will 
be read a second time/' If objection be made to the second reading, it 
shall be in order for any member to move for the second reading, and if 
the motion be carried, the resolution shall be read again, and it will 
then be before the House for amendment, adoption or rejection or other 
action. If the second reading is not moved, the resolution shall be over 
until the following day, when it will come up as business on the Speak- 
er's table. 

2. Concurrent resolutions shall take the same course as simple reso- 
lutions, and shall be numbered in regular order. 

3. Besolutions may be filed with the Chief Clerk, after the opening 
of the session of the House; and when resolutions are called for, all reso- 
lutions so filed shall be taken up in the order filed and disposed of before 
the Speaker shall permit members to oflfer resolutions from the floor of 
the House. 

EULB XVIII. 
JOINT BESOLUTIONS. 

All amendments proposed to the Constitution shall take the form of a 
joint resolution, which shall be subject to the rules that govern the pro- 
ceedings in bills, except that they shall, in all cases, be read on three 
several days, and shall only be passed by a vote of two-thirds of the 
members-elect to the House. (Constitution, Article XVII, Section 1.) 
When a proposed amendment to the Constitution is under considera- 
tion the votes by a majority of the members present shall be sufficient 
to decide an amendment thereto, or any collateral or incidental question 
thereto short of the final question. 

EULE XIX. 

OF BILLS. 

1. Proposed laws or changes in laws must be incorporated in bills, 
which shall consist of a title or caption, beginning with the words, "A 
bill to be entitled An Act to,'' and containing a brief statement of the 
object of the proposed measure, and of the bill proper beginning with 
the enacting clause, ^^Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of 
Texas," and stating at large the measure proposed; and if the bill pro- 
poses to amend an existing law, it shall be accompanied by a brief state- 
ment of the proposed change in the existing law. 

2. No bill (except general appropriation bills, which may embrace 
the various subjects and accounts for and on account of which moneys 
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are appropriated) shall contain more than one. subject, which shall be 
expressed in its title. 

3. No law shall be revived or amended by reference to its title; but 
in such case the act revived or the section or sections amended shall be 
re-enacted and published 'at length. 

4. Bills shall be introduced in the same manner as resolutions, and 
with the same order of precedence. Each bill shall be numbered in its 
regular order; and when bills are called for by the Speaker, first those 
filed with the Chief Clerk, and then those introduced from the floor, 
shall be read the first time by caption and referred to the proper com- 
mittee. 

5. No bill shall be considered or tabled, imless it has been first 
referred to a committee and reported therefrom; and no bill shall be 
passed which has not been presented and referred to and reported from 
a committee at least three days before the final adjournment of the Leg- 
islature. 

6. All bills before the House on their third and second reading, 
respectively, shall be taken up and acted upon in the order in which 
they are numbered. But local bills alone shall be considered on Satur- 
day of each week until disposed of, and upon no other day; and on 
Thursday of each week, only. Senate bills, on their third and second 
readings, respectively, shall be taken up and considered until disposed of, 
and in case one should be pending at adjournment, it shall go over to the 
succeeding day (Friday) as the unfinished business. 

7. All bills, when reported favorably by a committee, shall be printed 
and a copy laid on the desk of each member before the bill is acted on by 
the House. All other bills, resolutions, reports, memorials and petitions 
shall be printed on the order of the House. 

8. After a bill has been taken up and read, amendments thereto shalL 
be in order, those recommended by the committee or its minority being 
first considered, if called up. If no amendment is made, or if those 
proposed are adopted, then the final question upon its second reading 
shall be, in the case of a House bill, whether it shall be engrossed, or, in 
the case of a Senate bill, whether it shall pass to its third reading; and 
all bills ordered engrossed or passed to a third reading shall go on the 
calendar in their regular course. 

9. No bill shall have the force of law until it has been read on three 
several days in each House, anji free discussion allowed thereon; but in 
case of imperative public necessity (which necessity shall be stated in a 
preamble or in the body of the bill), four-fifths of the House may sus- 
pend this rule, the yeas and nays being taken on the question of suspen- 
sion, and entered upon the Journal. By four-fifths of the House is here 
meant four-fifths of all the members elected. 
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10. When a bill has been taken up on its third reading, amendments 
thereto shall be in order, but shall require a two-thirds vote of the mem- 
bers present for their adoption; or the bill may be committed and 
reported to the House with amendments, in which case it shall take the 
course of a bill at its second reading, unless the amendments were made 
in the Committee of the Whole, in which case the House shall immedi- 
ately proceed to act on the bill ; but when a bill has been committed once 
at any reading, it shall not be in order to recommit it again more than 
once, unless for some special amendment proposed, and then only by 
consent of two-thirds present. After all amendments have been disposed 
of, the question shall be upon the final passage of the bill. 

11. When a bill shall pass, it shall be certified by the Chief Clerk, 
noting the day of its passage at the foot thereof, and the vote by which 
it passed, if by a yea and nay vote. 

12. No law passed by the Legislature, except the general appropria- 
tion act, shall take effect or go into force until ninety days after the 
adjournment of the session at which it was enacted, unless, in case of an 
emergency, which emergency must be expressed in a preamble or in the 
body of the act, the Legislature shall, by a vote of two-thirds of all the 
members elected to each House, otherwise direct; said vote to be taken 
by yeas and nays, and entered upon the Journals. 

13. After a bill has been considered and defeated by either house of 
the Legislature, no bill containing the same substance shall be passed 
into a law during the same session. After a resolution has been acted 
on and defeated, no resolution containing the same substance shall be 
considered at the same session. 

EULE XX. 
OF AMENDMENTS. 

1. When a bill, resolution, motion or proposition is under considera- 
tion, a motion to amend and a motion to amend that amendment shall be 
in order, and it shall also be in order to offer a further amendment by 
way of substitute. 

2. A motion to strike out and insert new matter in lieu of that to be 
stricken out shall be regarded as a substitute, and shall be indivisible. 

3. Amendments to the caption of a bill or resolution shall not be in 
order, until all other proposed amendments shall have been acted upon 
and the House be ready to vote upon the passing of the measure ; and the 
same shall be decided without debate. 

4. No motion or proposition on a subject different from that undei 
consideration shall be admitted under color of amendment, or as a sub- 
stitute for the motion or proposition under debate. 
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Rule XXI. 

OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE HOUSE. 

1. No appropriation of money shall be made except by bill, and when 
a bill appropriating money shall be reached or taken up, it shall be in 
order to move that the House resolves itself into the Committee of the 
Whole House for the purpose of considering such bill. 

2. In forming a Committee of the Whole House, the Speaker shall 
leave his chair, and a chairman to preside in committee shall be appointed 
by the Speaker. 

3. Upon bills committed to a Committee of the Whole House the bill 
shall first be read throughout by the Clerk, and then again be read and 
debated by clauses, leaving the preamble to be last considered. The body 
jf the bill shall not be defaced or interlined, but all amendments, noting 
the page or line, shall be duly enterd by the Clerk on a separate paper, 
as the same shall be agreed to by a committee, and so reported to the 
House. After report the bill shall again be subject to be debated and 
amended by clauses before a vote be taken on the question of engross- 
ment. 

4. All amendments made to an original motion in Committee of the 
Whole shall be incorporated with the motion and so reported. 

5. In the event that the Committee of the Whole, at any sitting, shall, 
for want of time, fail to complete the amendments proposed on any bill 
or resolution under their consideration, or desire to postpone the con- 
sideration thereof, it may, on motion made at any time in the committee, 
rise, report progress and have leave to sit again generally, or at a day 
certain. 

0. All amendments made to a report committed to the Committee of 
the Whole House shall be noted and reported, as in the case of bills. 

7. Xo motion or proposition for a tax or charge upon the people shall 
be discussed the day on which it was made or offered. 

8.. Xo sum or quantum of tax or duty voted by a Committee of the 
^Hiole House shall be increased in the House until the motion or propo- 
sition for such increase shall first be discussed and voted in a Committee 
of the Whole House, and so in respect to the time of its continuance. 

9. All proceedings touching appropriations of money shall be dis- 
cussed in the Committee of the Whole House. 

10. The rules of proceeding in the House shall be observed in Com- 
mittee so far as they may be applicable. 
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Rm^ XXII. 

OF THE ORDER OF BUSINESS.'' 

1. The daily order of business shall be as follows : 
First. Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Second. Excuses for absence of members and officers. 

Third. First reading of bills filed with the Chief Clerk, and intro- 
duction of bills from the floor and their first reading, and reference of 
bills to committees. 

Fourth. Eequests to print bills and other papers; requests of com- 
mittees for further time to consider papers referred to them, and all 
other routine motions and business not otherwise provided for, all of 
which shall be undebatable; but the mover may be allowed to state 
briefly the nature and purpose of the measure. 

Fifth. Resolutions filed with the Chief Clerk and resolutions ofl^ered 
from the floor, for half an hour, if not sooner disposed of. 

Sixth. The unfinished business, to be considered until finally dis- 
posed of. 

Seventh. Disposal of business on the Speaker's table, as follows : 

(1) Resolutions lying over from the previous day, and Senate con- 
cuiTent resolutions. 

(2) Reports of conference committees. 

(3) Senate amendments to House bills and resolutions, requests of 
the Senate for a conference, and all matters of disagreement, amend- 
ments and requests between the two houses. 

(4) Reports of standing and special committees. 

(5) Bills on their third reading. 

(6) Bills on their second reading. 

2. Special orders shall always have precedence, when the hour for 
considering the same has arrived, except as provided in Rule XXIV. 

3. All questions relating to the priority of business shall be decided 
by a majority, without debate. 

Rule XXIII. 

SUSPENSION O^ THE RULES AND ORDER OF BUSINESS AND SPECIAL ORDERS. 

1. No standing rule or order of the House shall be suspended, except 
by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members present; nor shall 
any other business be considered on days devoted by these rules to and 
used in the consideration of Senate and local bills, except by unanimous 
consent. 

2. The Speaker shall not entertain a motion to suspend the order of 
business established by the rules for the purpose of taking up or consid- 
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ering any bill, resolution or other measure out of its regular order, except 
on Monday of each veek and during the last six days of the session. 
Such a motion must be seconded by not less than twenty-five members, 
before being submitted to the House, and is carried by an aflBrmative 
vote of two-thirds of the members present. Any measure so taken up 
under suspension arid not disposed of on the same day shall go over as 
the unfinished business to the next sitting day of the House, and there- 
after from day to day (except Saturdays and days devoted to and used 
in the consideration of Senate bills) until disposed of, but a motion to 
suspend left pending and undisposed of on one suspension day goes over 
to the next suspension day as the pending business of that day. 

3. Any bill, resolution or other measure may on any day be made a 
special order for a future day of the session by an afl&rmative vote of 
two-thirds of the members present, and when once established as a special 
order, shall be considered from day to day (except only Saturady) until 
disposed of ; and until it shall have been disposed of, no further special 
orders shall be made. 

EULE XXIV. 

OF COMMUNICATION FROM THE EXECUTIVE AND SENATE^ CONFERENCE 

REPORTS^ ETC. 

1. Messages and communications from the Governor shall be received 
when announced, and at once referred to the appropriate committee with- 
out delay. 

2. All messages from the Senate shall be received when announced; 
Senate bills announced as passed shall at once be read and referred to 
their appropriate committees, and Senate concurrent resolutions shall go 
to the Speaker's table. 

3. Messages from the Senate announcing amendments to House bills 
and resolutions, non-concurrence in House amendments to Senate bills 
and resolutions, and requests for conferences, as also all reports of con- 
ference committees and all matters of disagreement, amendments and 
requests between the two houses, shall go to the Speaker's table in their 
regular order, but they may be called up for action of the House at any 
time, except as against a motion to adjourn or to fix the- day to which 
the House shall adjourn. 

EULE XXV. 

OF PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

All petitions and memorials shall be filed with the Chief Clerk, and 
referred to committees in accordance with the endorsement of the mem- 
ber offering the same. 
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EULE XXVI. 
OF ABSENTEES. 

1. No member shall absent himself from the sittings* of the House 
without leave, unless in case of sickness. Should any member absent 
himself without leave for the purpose of impeding the action of the 
House, such member may be expelled; provided, that before action is 
taken hereunder the matter shall be referred to the Committee on Privi- 
leges, Suffrage and Elections for investigation and report. It shall 
require a two-thirds vote of the members present to excuse absentees, 
and no member shall be excused upon his own motion. 

2. The names of absentees shall appear upon the journals. 

EULE XXVII. 
OF WITNESSES. 

The rules for paying witnesses summoned to appear before the House, 
or any of its committees, shall be as follows: For each day a witness 
shall atend, the sum of two dollars; and for coming to or going from 
the place of examination he shall receive actual and necessary expenses, 
and two dollars for each day which is necessarily consumed in going to 
and returning from said place of examination; but nothing shall be paid 
for traveling home when the witness was at the place of trial when sum- 
moned. The certificate of the chairman of the committee before which 
a witness is summoned, of the amount due such witness, shall be suiTi- 
cient authority for the same to be paid. 

EULE XXVIII. 
OF ADMISSION TO THE HOUSE. 

1. No person shall be admitted upon the floor of the House but mem- 
bers of the Senate, officers of the general State government, the heads of 
the departments, ex-members of the Legislature of this State, and ladies 
and gentlemen upon the invitation of members. 

2. Eeporters shall be assigned appropriate and convenient seats in the 
House, by direction of the Speaker. * 

EULE XXIX. 
AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES. 

No standing rule or order of the House shall be rescinded or changed 
except by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members present. All 
propositions to rescind any rule or order shall be by resolution, to be at 
once referred without debate to the Committee on Eules, and reported 
therefrom within three days. 
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EULE XXX. 
WHEN RULES ARE SILENT. 

On any question or order or parliamentary practice, where these rules 
are silent or inexplicit, Jefferson's Manual, and the Digest of the Rules 
and Practice of the United States House of Representatives shall be con- 
sidered as authority. 



STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE. 



JUDICIARY COMMITTEE NO. 1. 

Mr. Green, Chairman; Messrs. Nelms, Woods, Mays, Harris, Barrett, 
Brown of Kaufman, Meachum, Nicholson, Browne of Karnes, Love, Rob- 
ertson of Williamson, Terrell of Travis, Seabury, Duff, Pickett, Kjiight, 
Stell, Cobbs, Hudson. 

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE NO. 2. 

• 

Mr. Connally, Chairman; Messrs. Crawford of Robertson, Rice, Ches- 
ley, O'Quinn, Wooten, Potter, Standifer, Onion, Pierson of Hunt, Han- 
cock, Hendrick, Meitzen, Rieger, Jackson, Edwards, Brelsford, Williams, 
Sanford, Trice, Fowler, Davis of San Augustine, Low, Pickett, Weinert, 
Connally, Smith. 

• 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS. 

Mr. Napier Chairman; Messrs. Shannon, Terrell of Travis, Mulkey, 
Smith, Browne of Karnes, Ragland, Pickett, Cottrell, Griggs, Pierson 
of Hunt, Knight, Crawford of Robertson, Hodges, Callan, Isaacks, Mur- 
rell. 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr. Robertson of Williamson, Chairman; Messrs. Meachum, Napier, 
Chesley, Mays, Middlebrook, Low, Fowler, Brown of Kaufman,. Robert- 
son of Bell, Woods, Ainsworth, Connally, Mulkey, Alderdice, Green, 
Perry, Harris. 

STATE AFFAIRS. 

Mr. Schluter, Chairman; Messrs. Woods, English, Kubena, Stewart, 
Mnrrell, Hoskins, Linn, Terrell of Travis, Crawford of Robertson, York, 
Rowland, Robertson of Bell, Griggs, Crawford of Young, Hurt, Strother, 
Schlick, Low, Pickett, Weinert, Connally. 
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FINANCE. 

Mr. Boyd, Chairman ; Messrs. Marsh, Mays, Tharp, Bennett, Schluter, 
Low, Murray of Wilson, Smith, Weinert, Sanders, Connally, Witeher, 
Calvin, Gray, Ramsey, Stewart, Munay of Burleson, Randolph, Davis 
of Brown, Worsham, Fountain, Terrell of Travis. 

EDUCATION. 

Mr. Glenn, Chairman; Messrs. Moran, Nelms, Baines, Trice, Pierson 
of Hunt, Alderdice, Ainsworth, Rice, Barrett, Brown of Falls, Calvin, 
Rochelle, Knight, Worsham, Gilliam, Jackson, Sevier, Middlebrook. 

REVENUE AND TAXATION. 

Mr. Marsh, Chairman; Messrs. Shannon, Chesley, Brown of Falls, 
Fowler, Beaty, Stell, Hancock, Bolin, Robertson of Bell, Rice, Harris, 
Edwards, Pearson of Burnet, English, Baines, Hoskins, Onion. 

PUBLIC LANDS AND LAND OFFICE. 

Mr. Bridgers, Chairman; Messrs. Gray, Bryan, Brelsford, Daugherty, 
Randolph, Baines, Hudspeth, Bennett, Schluter, Ware, Davis of Brown, 
Crawford of Young, Talbot, Miller of Howard, Tharp, Jackson, San- 
ford, Ragland, Xowlin, Bolin, Cobbs, Timon. 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND VITAL STATISTICS. 

Mr. Bean, Chairman; Messrs. Miller of Milam, Johnson, Fountain, 
Hagan, Kyle, Cunningham, Witcher, Blalock, Strother, Anthony. 

COMMERCE AND MANUFACTURES. 

Mr. Harris, Chairman; Messrs. Williams, Gilliam, Ragland, Hemp- 
hill, Kyle, Hendrick, Hagan, Marsh, Meitzen, Russell, Strother, Wooten. 

COUNTY GOVERNMENT AND COUNTY FINANCES. 

Mr. Cottrell, Chairman; Messrs. Reese, Stell, Stollenwerck, Trice, 
Ware, Weinert, Tarkington, Wooten, Seabury, Robertson of Bell, San- 
ford, Timon, Roberts. 

PRIVILEGES^ SUFFRAGE AND ELECTIONS. 

Mr. Terrell of Travis, Chairman; Messrs. Crawford of Robertson, 
Love, Smith, Brelsford, Alderdice, Robertson of Williamson, Robertson 
of Bell, Barrett, Woods, Linn, Williams, Rice, Russell, Murrell. 
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public printing. 

Mr. Davis of San Augustine, Chairman; Messrs. Ponton, Ainsworth, 
Hudspeth, Kubena, Sanders, Rochelle, Sevier, Ragland, Napier, Talbot. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 

Mr. Peeler, Chairman; Messrs. Adair, Callan, Johnson, Stokes, Hemp- 
hill, Egan, Hurt, Strother, Bridgers, Linn, Roberts, Meaehum, Smith, 
Napier, Reese, Ware, Hancock. 

ROADS^ BRIDGES AND FERRIES. 

Mr. Rowland, Chairman; Messrs. Standi fer, Stokes, Daugherty, Bar- 
rett, Schlick, Middlebrook, Rieger, Hodges, English, Ponton, Stollen- 
werck, Murray of Wilson, Glenn, Pearson of Burnet, Ramsey, Wooten, 
Gibbs, Bryant, Davis of San Augustine, Hemphill, Blalock, Johnson, 
Worsham. 

CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS. 

Mr. Beaty, Chairman; Messrs. Holsey, Hurt, Bean, Talbot, Hendrick, 
Jones, Nowlin, Witcher, Murrell, English, Middlebrook, Williams. 

• EXAMINATION OF COMPTROLLER'S AND TREASURER'S ACCOUNTS. 

Mr. Brown of Falls, Chairman; Messrs. Murray of Burleson, Beaty, 
Jones, Hendrick, Low, Stokes, Holsey, Kubena, Alderdice, Johnson. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. Brown of Kaufman, Chairman; Messrs. Bolin, Standifer, Will- 
iams, York, Schlick, Anthony, Stollenwerck, Bean. 

ENGROSSED BILLS. 

Mr. Isaacks, Chairman; Messrs. Mulkey, Trice, Ainsworth;, Hagan. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. Sanders, Chairman; Messrs. Gilliam, Talbot, Pickett, Sevier. 

CONTINGENT EXPENSES. 

Mr. Terrell of Mcljennan, Chairman; Messrs. Tharp, Calvin, Murray 
of Burleson, Bean, Beaty, Jackson, Meitzen, O'Quinn, Bryant. 
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committee on bule8. 

Mr. Shannon, Chairman; Messrs. Moran, Eobertson of Williamson, 
Seabury, Green. 

AGRICULTURAL AFFAIRS. 

Mr. Cunningham, Chairman; Messrs. Stewart, Daugherty, Crawford 
of Young, Holsey, Kyle, Blalock, Schliek, Edwards, Davis of San Augus- 
tine, Alderdiee, Witcher, Robertson of Bell, Gilliam, Murray of Burle- 
son, Strother, Guinn, Hagan, Meitzen, Wooten, Hemphill. 

PUBLIC DEBT. 

Mr. Jones, Chairman; Messrs. Bryant, Miller of Milam, Fountain, 
Rowland, Anthony, Bolin, Hagan, Tarkington. 

COMMITTEE ON ASYLUMS. 

Mr. Woods, Chairman; Messrs. Worsham, Cobbs, Fountain, Miller of 
Milam, Brown of Kaufman, Crawford of Young, Jones, Peeler, Bryant, 
Bean, Stewart, Brown of Falls, Bennett, Hemphill, Holsey, Browne of 
Karnes, York, Beaty, Bryan. 

JUDICIAL DISTRICTS. 

Mr. Pierson of Hunt, Chairman ; Messrs. Cottrell, Sevier, Nicholson, 
Randolph, Knight, Hodges, Da^ds of San Augustine, Sanford, Johnson, 
Nelms, Chesley, Brelsford, Rieger, Onion, Pickett, Davis of Brown, 
Trice, Browne of Karnes. 

INSURANCE, STATISTICS AND HISTORY. 

Mr. Nelms, Chairman; Messrs. Mulkey, Isaacks, Rochelle, Linn, 
Alderdiee, Barrett, Love, Rieger, Hancock, Kubena, Pearson of Burnet. 

STOCK AND STOCK RAISING. 

Mr. Ware, Chairman ; Messrs. Hudspeth, Rice, Bennett, Sevier, Bridg- 
ers, Jackson, Rieger, Daugherty, English, Gilliam, Bryant, Timon, Davis 
of Brown, Crawford of Young, Sanford, Roberts. 

COUNTIES AND COUNTY BOUNDARIES. 

Mr. Mays, Chairman; Messrs. Bryant, Trice, Bryan, Adair, Rochelle, 
Bridgers, Middlebrook, Roberts, Hurt, Schlick, Hudspeth, Hoskins, 
Boyd. 
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penitentiaries. 

Mr. Guinn, Chairman; Messrs. Terrell of McLennan, O^Quinn, Stan- 
difer, Shannon, Meachum, Jones, Crawford of Robertson, Gilliam, Hen- 
driek. Potter, Fowler, Bryant, Linn, Holsey, Murrell, Murray of Wilson, 
Eeese, Tharp, Witcher, Anthony, Adair, Hagan, Hoskins, Perry, Love, 
Marsh. 

military affairs. 

Mr. StoUenwerck, Chairman; Messrs. Holsey, Egan, Adair, Connally, 
Bryant, Perry, Ponton, Kyle, Eeese. 

towns and city corporations. 

Mr. Hancock, Chairman ; Messrs. Williams, Ainsworth, Linn, Cottrell, 
Peeler, Duff, Mays, Stokes, Cobbs, Standifer, Ragland, Rice, Potter. 

mining and minerals. 

Mr. Baines, Chairman ; Messrs. Peeler, Gray, Russell, Pearson of Bur- 
net, Nicholson, Adair, Edwards, Gibbs, Grisham, Kyle, Miller of How- 
ard, Perry. 

IRRIGATION. 

Mr. Pickett, Chairman; Messrs. Nicholson, Terrell of McLennan, 
York, Duff, Kubena, Timon, Onion, Griggs, Nowlin, O'Quinn, Russell, 
Perry, Miller of Howard. 

LABOR. 

Mr. Callan, Chairman; Messrs. Fowler, Hancock, Tarkington, Egan, 
Ramsey, Blalock, Isaacks, Hoskins, Meitzen, Bridgers. 

RAILROAD COMMISSION. 

Mr. Moran, Chairman; Messrs. Stell, Fowler, Terrell of Travis, Rag- 
land, Low, Stewart, Talbot, Pierson of Hunt, Stokes, Fountain, Grisham, 
Hemphill, Egan, Sanders, Daugherty, Strother, Green. 

FEDERAL RELATIONS. 

Mr. Calvin, Chairman; Messrs, Bryant, Duff, Gibbs, Grisham, Harris, 
Hendrick, Love, Fountain, Cunningham. 
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A 

ABSENTEES, excused by two-thirds vote (Rule XXVI, 1.) 62 

not excused on their own motion (Rule XXVI, 1.) 52 

excuses of, when in order (Rule XXII, 1.) 51 

punishment of (Rule XXVI, 1.) 62 

namiBs of, appear in Journal (Rule XXVI, 2.) 52 

ACTS, and addresses signed by Speaker (Rule 1, 10.) 36 

ADJOURN, MOTION TO, pending an appeal (Rule I, 7.) 36 

precedence of (Rule XIII, 3 and 4, and Rule 

XXIV, 3.) 43 

not debatable (Rule XIII, 9.) 44 

under previous question (Rule XIV, 6.) 45 

under a call of the House (Rule XVI, 2.) 46 

ADMISSION to floor of the House (Rule XXVIII.) 63 

AMENDMENT, by way of substitute (Rule XX, 1.) 49 

generally (Rule XXI, 1.) 49 

to caption of a bill (Rule :^X, 3.) 49 

must be germane (Rule XX, 4. ) 49 

by striking out and inserting, indivisible ( Rule XX, 2. ) . . . . 49 

to bills on second reading (Rule XIX, 8.) 48 

to bills on third reading (Rule XIX, 10.) 48 

of Senate to House bills (Rule XXII, 1.) 61 

of Senate, when considered ( Rule XXIV, 3. ) 62 

to the rules (Rule XXIX,) 53 

in Committee of the Whole (Rule XXI, 3, 4 and 6.) 60 

between the two Houses (Rule XXII, 1.) 61 

Also (Rule XXIV, 3.) 62 

AMEND, MOTION TO, precedence of (Rule XIII, 3.) 43 

by striking out enacting clause, precedence and 

effect of (Rule XIII, 3.) 43 

by striking out enacting clause, under the previous 

question ( Rule XIV, 6. ) 45 

APPEALS, from decisions of Speaker (Rule I, 7.) 35 

not permitted on question of recognition (Rule XI, 2.) 41 

on incidental questions, under the previous question (Rule 

XIV, 3.) 44 

from decision of Clerk, pending election of Speaker pro tem. 

(Rule IV, 1.) 37 

APPROPRIATIONS, must be by bill (Rule XXI, 1.) 50 

APPROPRIATION BILLS, must be considered in Committee of the Whole 

(Rule XXI, 1 and 9.) 50 

may embrace more than one subject (Rule XIX, 

2.) 47 

take effect upon passage (Rule XIX, 12.) 49 

ARREST, of absentees under the call of the House (Rule XVI, 2.) 46 
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COMMUNICATIONS, executive, received when announced (Rule XXIV, 1.) • 62 

COMPENSATION OF OFFICERS (Rule II.) 36 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS (Rule XVII, 2.) 4« 

Senate, go to Speaker's table (Rule XXII, 

1.) 61 

Also (Rule XXIV, 2.) 52 

CONDUCT, of members in the hall (Rule XI, 8.) 42 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEES, requests for, when considered (Rule XXIV, 

3.) 52 

reports of, when considered (Rule XXIV, 

3.) 52 

on Speaker's table (Rule XXII, 1.) 61 

CONTROL, of hall and rooms by Speaker (Rule I, 3.) 36 

by Sergeant-at-Arms (Rule III, 2.) 36 

COUNTING A QUORUM, present but non-voting members (Rule XII, 4.) . • 42 

present member of a pair ( Rule XII, 9. ) 43 

D 

DEBATE, confined to the pending question (Rule XI, 1.) 41 

member may speak not more than twice on the question, etc, 

(Rule XI, 4 and 5.) 41 

may not speak more than fifteen minutes (Rule XI, 6.) 41 

mover of proposition may speak half an hour (Rule XI, 3.) 41 

opening and closing (Rule XI, 3. ) 41 

closing. (See Previous Question.) 

not allowed before motion is stated (Rule XIII, 2.) 43 

not allowed after previous question is ordered, except what (Rule 

XIV, 4 and 5.) 45 

DEBATABLE, what motions are not (Rule XIII, 9.) 44 

motion to allow a member to explain when called to order is 

not (Rule XI, 7.) 42 

incidental questions of order, after the previous question is 

moved, are not ( Rule XIV, 3. ) 44 

questions relating to priority of business are not (Rule XXII, 

4.) 62 

reference of messages and executive communications, are not 

(Rule XXIV, 1.) 61 

request to print papers are not (Rule XXII, 1.) 61 

routine motions are not (Rule XXII, 1.) 51 

amendments to caption of bill are not (Rule XX, ?•) 49 

DECORUM AND DEBATE CRuU XI.) 41 

DIGEST of the Rules and Practice of the United States House of Represent- 
atives, authority where rules are silent (Rule XXX.) 53 

DISAGREEMENTS, between the two Houses (Rule XXII, 1.) 51 

when considered (Rule XXIV, 3.) 52 

DISCHARGING members from arrest under call (Rule XVI, 2.) 46 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT or disturbance, authorizes clearance of galleries 

and lobby (Rule I, 2.) 35 

DISTRIBUTION, of journals (Rule IV, 3.) 37 

of bills (Rule XIX, 7.) 48 

DIVISION, of the House (Rule T, 5.) 35 
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of the question (Rule XII, 8.) 43 

DOORKEEPER, duties of (Rule V.) 38 

E 

ELECTION of officers (Rule II.) 36 

of Speaker pro tern. (Rule I, 11.) 3(5 

ENACTING WORDS, motion to strike out (Rule XIII, 3.) 43 

ENFORCEMENT of the rules of the House, etc. (Rule I, 4.) 35 

ENGROSSMENT of bills (Rule IV, 4.) 38 

also (Rule IX, 7.) 41 

ENGROSSING CLERK, duties of (Rule IV, 4.) 38 

ENROLLMENT OF BILLS (Rule IV, 5.) 38 

ENROLLING CLERK, duties of (Rule IV, 6.) 38 

EXCUSES, when in order (Rule XXII, 1.) 61 

EXCUSING absentees (Rule XXVI, 1.) 62 

member from voting (Rule XII, 4 and 5.) 42 

EXECUTIVE communications, received when announced (Rule XXIV, 1.) .. 61 

EXPLANATION of vote about to be given, not allowed (Rule XII, 6.) 42 

EXPULSION of member (Rule XXVI.) 62 

F 

FLOOR, who entitled to admission to (Rule XXVIII.) 63 

conduct of members on (Rule XI, 8.) 42 

cleared by doorkeeper, before and after session (Rule V.) 38 

FRIDAY, Senate bill unfinished goes over to (Rule XIX, «.) 48 

G 

GERMANE AMENDMENTS (Rule XX, 4.) 49 

H 

HALL of the House and rooms, under control of the Speaker (Rule T, 3.) 36 

of Sergeant-at-Arms (Rule III, 

2.) 36 

HOUSE BILLS, with Senate amendments (Rule XXII, 1.) 61 

also (Rule XXIV, 3.) 62 

I 

INCIDENTAL questions of order, not debatable after motion for previous 

question (Rule XIV, 3.) 44 

INTEREST, personal or private, disqualifies a member from voting (Rule 

XI, 1.) 42 

INTRODUCTION of bills (Rule XIX, 4.) 48 

of resolutions (Rule XVII, 1 and 3.) 46 

of petitions and memorials (Rule XXV.) 62 

J 

JEFFERSON'S MANUAL, authority where rules are silent (Rule XXX.) . . 63 
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JOIXT RESOLUTIONS, subject to rules governing bills except when (Rule 

XVIII.) 47 

require a two-thirds vote of the members elect for 

passage (Rule XVIII.) 47 

amendments to, decided by a majority vote (Rule 

XVIII.) 47 

signed by the Speaker (Rule I, 10.) 36 

JOURNAL shall contain what (Rule IV, 3.) 37 

yeas and nays entered in (Rule XII, 6.) 43 

motions entered in (Rule XIII, 1.) 43 

corrected by Speaker (Rule I, 8.)' 36 

not reaii except when ( Rule IV, 3. ) 37 

JOURNAL CLERK, duties of (Rule IV, 3.) 37 

assistant, duties of (Rule IV, 3.) 37 

L 

LA NT three days of session, during, motion for reconsideration disposed of 

when made (Rule XV, 2.) 45 

uix days of session, suspension days (Rule XXIII, 2.) 51 

LAY ON THE TABLE, (See Table, Motion to.) 

subject to call, undebatable (Rule XIII, 9.) 44 

LOCAL BILLS, considered only on Saturdays (Rule XIX, 6.) 48 

other bills considered on the day for (Rule XXIII, 1.) 52 

M 

MAIN QUESTION. ( See Previous Question. ) 

MICMBER, called to order for words spoken in debate (Rule XI, 7.) 42 

to be recognized before addressing House (Rule XI, 1.) 41 

may address the House from where (Rule XI, 1.) 41 

shall confine himself to question under debate (Rule XI, 1.) 41 

may not speak more than twice on same question (Rule XI, 4.) . . 41 

/eporting measure, may open and close debate (Rule XI, 3.) 41 

MKMBERS shall vote except when (Rule XII, 4.) 42 

MEMBERS ABSENT, arrested wherever found, under call of the House 

(Rule XVI, 2.) 45 

may be expelled (Rule XXVI, 1.) 52 

attendance of may be compelled by any fifteen mem- 
bers (Rule XVI, 2.) 45 

MEMORIAI^S, presentation and reference of (Rule XXV.) 51 

MESSAGES and executive communications referred (Rule XXIV, 1.) 51 

entered in the journal (Rule IV, 3.) 37 

from Senate referred (Rule XXIV, 1.) 51 

entered in journal (Rule IV, 3.) 37 

MONDAY, suspension day (Rule XXIII, 2.) 52 

MOTIONS, reduced to writing on demand (Rule XIII, 1.) 43 

entered in journal (Rule XIII, 1.) 43 

may be withdrawn when (Rule XIII, 1 and 2.) 43 

precedence of (Rule XIII, 3, 4 and 5.) 43 

certain, undebatable (Rule XIII, 9.) 44 

what allowed pending an appeal (Rule I, 7.) 35 



Index. 73 

MOTIONS— Oon*twwed. 

not allowed again on same day (Rule XIII, 6.) 44 

involving a tax or charge on people not considered on the day 

they are made (Rule XXI, 7.) 60 

stated by Speaker, are in possession of the House (Rule XIII, 

2.) 43 

to suspend the regular order of business (Rule XXIII, 2.) 51 

MOTION, for the previous qu^tion. (See Previous Question.) 
to reconsider. (See Reconsideration.) 

N . 

NOTICE of calling up motion to reconsider (Rule XV, 2.) 46 

o 

OFFICE OF SERGEANT- AT- ARMS, when open (Rule III, 4.) 37 

OFFICERS, election and compensation of (Rule II.) 3C 

ORDER, Speaker shall preserve (Rule I, 2.) 36 

ORDER OF BUSINESS (Rule XXII.) 61 

cannot be suspended except on Mondays and last 

6 days of session (Rule XXIII, 2.) 62 

motion to suspend, undebatable (Rule XIII, 9.) . . . . 44 

ORDER OF PRECEDENCE OF MOTIONS (Rule XIII, 3.) 43 

ORDERS. (See Special Orders.) 

P 

PAIRS, announcement of (Rule XII, 9.) 43 

present member of counted to make a quorum (Rule XII, 9.) 43 

PAPERS, reading of, demanded for (Rule XI, 9.) 42 

printed when (Rule XIX, 7.) 48 

PAY OF WITNESSES (Rule XXVII.) 53 

PERSONALITIES IN DEBATE avoided (Rule XI, 1.) 41 

PETITIONS, filing and reference of (Rule XXV.) 61 

PLURALITY, elects when (Rule I, 9.) 36 

POINTS OF ORDER, decided by Speaker subject to appeal (Rule I, 7.) 35 

decided by Clerk pending election of Speaker pro tern. 

(Rule IV, 1.) 37 

debatable (Rule I, 7.) 35 

not debatable pending motion for the previous ques- 
tion (Rule XIV, 3.) 44 

POSTMASTER, duties of (Rule VI.) 38 

POSTPONE, motion to, precedence of (Rule XIII, 3.) 43 

not allowed again on same day at same stage (Rule 

XIII, 6.) 44 

effect of (Rule XIII, 7.) 44 

indefinitely, debate under after previous question 

XIV, 2.) 44 

indefinitely, debate under after previous question 

ordered (Rule XVI, 6.) 45 

PRECEDENCE of motion (Rule XIII, 3.) ". 43 

PRESENT, but not voting; member refusing to vote so recorded (Rule 

XII, 4.) 42 
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»'KfA l^.»C s. v^>i KstlOX \ KuW XIV.) 44 

Ww ordered (Rule XIV, 1.) 44 

vlTwt of (Rule XIV, 2.) 44 

mny be ordered on what (Rule XIV, 2.) 44 

no debate on motion for (Rule XIV, 3.) 44 

quextiona of order pending, decided without debate 

(Rule XIV, 3.) 44 

what debate allowed under (Rule XIV, 4.) 45 

debate under, applied to motion to postpone indefi- 
nitely or to amend by striking out enacting 

words (Rule XTV, 5.) 46 

call of the House moved after (Rule XIV, 7.) 45 

adjournment under (Rule XIV, 6.) 45 

pending an appeal (Rule I, 7.) 35 

HUlXn \CJ. bilU I't^ported favorably (Rule XIX, 7.) 48 

vthw dwuments (Rule XIX, 7.) • • '• 48 

vtHimM*t to print, when in order (Rule XXII, 1.) 51 

ul bill in charge of Calendar Clerk (Rule IV, 2.) 37 

of j(»\u'naU in charge of Journal Clerk (Rule IV, 3.) 37 

liM)e«sary to a consideration of bills (Rule XIX, 7.) 48 

I'UIOHITY OF BUSINESS, decided by House without debate (Rule XXTI, 

4.) ....* 52 

I'Hl V ltK(*K, queHtions of (Rule X.) 41 

I'UCK'WKDINON under call of the House (Rule XVI, 2.) 46 

in committees (Rule IX, 4 and 5. ) 40 

in Committee of the Whole (Rule XXI.) 50 



<^l) WH riON, division of (Rule XII, 8.) 43 

of privilege (Rule X. ) 41 

of order. (See Points of Order.) 
previous. (See Previous Question.) 

how put (Rule I, 6.) 36 

QUORUM, members present but not voting coimted to make (Rule XII, 4.) . . 42 

present member of pair counted to make ( Rule XII, 9. ) 43 

appearing on call of the House (Rule XVI, 2.) 4C 

in absence of, what may be done (Rule XVT, 2.) 46 

of a committee, how constituted (Rule IX, 4.) 40 

R 

RKADING, first, of bills (Rule XIX, 4.) 48 

second, of bills (Rule XIX, 8.) 48 

third, of bills (Rule XIX, 10.) 48 

three, necessary, except when ( Rule XIX, 9. ) 48 

of motions (Rule XIII, 2.) 43 

of resolutions (Rule XVII, 1.) 46 

of papers on demand ( Rule XI, 9. ) 42 

of joint resolutions (Rule XVIII.) 47 

READING CLERK, duties of (Rule IV, 6.) 38 

assistant, duties of (Rule IV, 6.) 38 

REASONS FOR VOTING (Rule XII, 6.) 42 
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RECESS, motion for, not in order when (Rule XTV, C.) 45 

precedence of (Rule XIII, 3.) , 44 

RECOGNITION by Speaker, how obtained (Rule XI, 1.) 41 

RECOMMITAL of bills (Rule XIX, 10.) 48 

RECONSIDERATION, motion for, when made (Rule XV, 1.) 46 

action on (Rule XV, 2.) ,. 45 

cannot be withdrawn (Rule XV, 3.).. 45 

any member may call up (Rule XV, 3.) • 45 

dies when (Rule XV, 4.) 45 

REFER, motions to, precedence among (Rule XIII, 5.) 43 

i REFERENCE to committee, necssary to consideration of bills (Rule XIX, 6.) . 48 

of Senate bills (Rule XXIV, 2.) 51 

REPORTERS, seats for (Rule XXVI, 2.) 53 

REPORTS, filed and printed (Rule IX, 6.) 40 

on Speaker's table (Rule XXII, 1.) 61 

of Conference Committees, when considered (Rule XXIV, 3.) • • . . 62 

made by a majority of quorum of committee (Rule IX, 4.) 40 

made when ( Rule IX, 6.) 40 

are advisory only (Rule IX, 9.) 41 

REQUESTS to print papers, when in order (Rule XXII, 1.) 61 

for further time to consider bills, when in order (Rule XXII, 1.) 61 

between the two Houses, go to. Speaker's table (Rule XXI, 1.) . • 61 . 

when considered (Rule XXIV, 3.) 62 

RESOLUTIONS, introduction of (Rule XVII, 1 and 3.) 46 

filing of, with Clerk (Rule XVII, 3.) 47 

procedure after introduction of (Rule XVII, 1.) 46 

place of, in order of business (Rule XXII, 1.) 61 

concurrent (Rule XVII, 2.) 47 

Senate concurrent (Rule XXII, 1.) 61 

joint. (See Joint Resolutions.) 

cannot be considered, after defeat of another resolution con- 
taining same substance (Rule XIX, 13.) 49 

ROLL CALL (Rule XVI, 1.) 46 

ROUTINE BUSINESS and motions, when in order (Rule XXII, 1.) 61 

RULES, amendment of (Rule XXIX.) 63 

suspension of. (See Suspension.) 

silence of, what governs ( Rule XXX. ) 53 

of proceeding in the House, applicable to Committee of the Whole 

(Rule XXI 10.) 60 

Committee on, may report at any time (Rule IX, 8.) 41 

s 

SALARY OF OFFICERS (Rule II.) 36 

SATURDAYS, devoted to local bills (Rule XIX, 6.) 48 

consideration of other bills' on ( Rule XXIII, 1 ) 62 

SEAT, member must vote from (Rule XII, 3.) 42 

SECONDS, fifteen required for call of the House (Rule XVI, 2.) 46 

twenty-five required to motion for previous question (Rule XIV, 

1.) 46 

twenty-five required to motion to suspend the regular order of 

business (Rule XXIII, 2.) 51 
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SENATE amendments to House bills (Rule XXII, 1.) 52 

also (Rule XXIV, 3.) 

bills referred (Rule XXIV, 2.) 61 

bill days, what are (Rule XIX, 6.) 48 

consideration of other bills on (Rule XXIII, 1.) 52 

concurrent resolutions, go to Speaker's table (Rule XXII, 1.) • • • • 51 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS, duties of (Rule III.) 36 

assistant, duties of (Rule III, 6.) 37 

SIMPLE RESOLUTION. (See Resolutions.) 

SMOKING, prohibited on floor of House (Rule XI, 8.) 42 

SPEAKER, duties and rights of (Rule I.) 35 

must vote, when (Rule I, 6.) 35 

pro tempore, how named (Rule I, 11.) 36 

pro tempore, when elected (Rule I, 11.) 36 

SPEAKER'S TABLE, business on (Rule XXII, 1.) 51 

SPECIAL ORDERS, how made (Rule XXIII, 3.) 52 

precedence of (Rule XXII, 2.) 52 

only one allowable at a time (Rule XXIII, 3.) 52 

SPEECHES, time limit of (Rule XI, 3 and 6.) 41 

on appeals, number of (Rule I, 7.) 35 

number of, generally (Rule XI, 4.) 41 

on measures coming over from previous days ( Rule XI, 6. ) . . 41 

STATIONERY, procured by Sergeant-at-Arms (Rule III, 4.) 37 

STRIKE OUT and insert, motion to, indivisible (Rule XX, 2.) 49 

SUBPOENAS, how signed and attested (Rule I, 10.) 36 

SUBSTITUTE. (See Amendment.) 

SUSPENSION of rules by two-thirds vote (Rule XXIII, 1.) 52 

of Senate and local bills (Rule XXIII, 1.) 52 

of the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 

several days (Rule XIX, 9.) 48 

of the constitutional rule not debatable ( Rule XIII, 8. ) 44 

of order of business, when allowed (Rule XXIII, 2.) 52 

by two-thirds vote (Rule XXIII, 2.) . . 52 
to be seconded by 25 members (Rule 

XXIII, 2.) 51 

effect of (Rule XXIII, 2.) 52 

not debatable (Rule XIII, 8.) 44 
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TAX, motion for, not discussed on day of its introduction (Rule XXI, 7.) . . 50 

increase of, to be considered in Committee of the Whole (Rule XXI, 8.) 50 

TABLE, motion to, precedence of (Rule XIII, 3.) 43 

effect of (Rule XIII, 8.) 44 

debate under (Rule XIII, 8.) 44 

pending an appeal (Rule I, 7.) * 35 

subject to call, not debatable (Rule XIII, 9.) 44 

THURSDAY, devoted to Senate bills (Rule XIX, 6.) 48 

consideration of other bills on (Rule XXIII, 1.) 52 

TIE VOTE, question lost (Rule I, 6.) 35 
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ii 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT, authorizes consideration of other bills on Senate 

and local bill days (Rule XXIII, 1.) 52 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS, precedence of (Rule XXII, 1.) 61 

V 

VIEWS OF MINORITY of committee may be submitted (Rule IX, 4.) 40 

VOTE, a tie shall be lost (Rule I, C.) 36 

a member having a personal interest shall not (Rule XII, 1.) 42 

member not within the bar of the House, shall not (Rule XII, 2.) . • 42 

member within the bar must vote (Rule XII, 4,) 42 

explanation of, not allowed when (Rule XII, 5.) 42 

to be given from seat (Rule XII, 3.) 42 

of Speaker, when required (Rule I, 6.) 35 

by which bill passed, noted on it by Clerk (Rule XIX, 11.) 49 

of two- thirds required to excuse absentees (Rule iXXVI, 1.) 63 

to suspend regular order (Rule XXIII, 2.) . . 51 
to amend bill on third reading (Rule XIX, 

10.) 49 

to recommit bill second time (Rule XIX, 10,) 49 
to put bill into immediate effect (Rule XIX, 

12.) 49 

to adopt amendments to Constitution (Rule 

XVIII.) 47 

of four-fifths required to suspend rule requiring bills to be read on 

three several days (Rule XIX, 9.) 48 

VOTING, excusing member from (Rule XII, 4 and 6.) 42 

w 

WARRANTS AND WRITS, how signed and attested (Rule 1, 10.) 36 

how executed (Rule III, 3.) 36 

WBOLE HOUSE, committees of the (Rule XXI.) 50 

WITHDRAWAL of motions (Rule XIII, 1 and 2.) 43 

of motion to reconsider, not allowed (Rule XV, 3.) 45 

WITHOUT DEBATE. (See Debatable.) 

WITNESSES, pay of (Rule XXVII.) 53 

Y 

YEAS AND NAYS, called for how (Rule XII, 6.) 43 

called for when ( Rule I, 5. ) 36 

during call of, members remain in their seats (Rule 

XII, 7.) 43 

entered on journal (Rule XII, 6.) 43 

required on suspension of constitutional rule requiring 

bills to be read on three several days (Rule XIX, 9.) 48 
required on passage of bill to go into immediate effect 

(Rule XIX, 12.) 49 

YIELDING THE FLOOR, subject to the consent of House (Rule XI, 4.) 41 



CONSTITUTION 



THE STATE OF TEXAS. 



PREAMBLE. 

Humbly invoking the blessings of Almighty God, the people of the 
State of Texas do ordain and establish this Constitution. 

AETICLE I. 

BILL OF EIGHTS. 

That the general, great, and essential principles of liberty and free 
government may be recognized and established, we declare: 

Section 1. Texas is a free and independent State, subject only to 
the Constitution of the United States; and the maintenance of our free 
institutions and the perpetuity of the Union depend upon the preserva- 
tion of the right of local self-government unimpaired to all the States. 

Sec. 2. All political power is inherent in the people, and all free gov- 
ernments are founded on their authority, and instituted for their benefit. 
The faith of the people of Texas stands pledged to the preservation of a 
republican form of government, and, subject to this limitation onl]^, they 
have at all times the inalienable right to alter, reform or abolish their 
government in such manner as they may think expedient. 

Sec. 3. All free men when they form a social compact have equal 
rights, and no man or set of men is entitled to exclusive separate public 
emoluments or privileges, but in consideration of public serv^ices. 

Sec. 4. No religious test shall ever be required as a qualification to 
any office, or public trust, in this State; nor shall any one be excluded 
from holding office on account of his religious sentiments, provided he 
acknowledge the existence of a Supreme Being. 

Sec. 5. No person shall be disqualified to give evidence in any of the 
courts of this State on account of his religious opinions, or for want of 
any religious belief, but all oaths or affirmations shall be administered in 
the mode most binding upon the conscience, and shall be taken subject 
to the pains and penalties of perjury. 

Sec. 6. All men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship 
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Almighty God according to the dictates of their own conscience. No 
man shall be compelled to attend; erect or support any place of wor- 
ship, or to maintain any ministry against his consent. No human 
authority ought, in any case whatever, to control or interfere with the 
rights of conscience in matters of religion, and no preference shall ever 
be given by law to any religious society or mode of worship. But it 
shall be the duty of the Legislature to pass such laws as may be neces- 
sary to protect equally every religious denomination in the peaceable 
enjoyment of its own mode of public worship. 

Sec. 7. No money shall be appropriated or drawn from the treasury 
for the benefit of any sect or religious society, theological or religious 
seminary; nor shall property belonging to the State be appropriated for 
any such purposes. 

Sec. 8. Every person shall be at liberty to speak, write or publish his 
opinions on any subject, being responsible for the abuse of that privi- 
lege; and no law shall ever be passed curtailing the liberty of speech or 
of the press. In prosecutions for the publication of papers investigating 
the conduct of officers or men in public capacity, or when the matter pub- 
lished is proper for public information, the truth thereof may be given in 
evidence. And in all indictments for libels the jury shall have the right 
to determine the law and the facts, under the direction of the court, as 
in other cases. 

Sec. 9. The people shall be secure in their persons, houses, papers 
and possessions from all unreasonable seizures or searches, and no war- 
rant to search any place, or to seize any person or thing, shall issue with- 
out describing them as near as may be, nor without probable cause, sup- 
ported by oath or affirmation. 

Sec. 10. In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall have a speedy 
public trial by an impartial jury. He shall have the right to demand 
the nature and cause of the accusation against him, and to have a copy 
thereof. He shall not be compelled to give evidence against himself. 
He shall have the right of being heard by himself or counsel, or both; 
shall be confronted with the witnesses against him, and shall have com- 
pulsory process for obtaining the witnesses in his favor. And no per- 
son shall be held to answer for a criminal offense, unless on indictment 
of a grand jury, except in cases in which the punishment is by fine, or 
imprisonment otherwise than in the penitentiary, in cases of impeach- 
ment, and in cases arising in the army and navy, or in the militia, when 
in actual service in time of war or public danger. 

Sec. 11. All prisoners shall be bailable by sufficient sureties, unless 
for capital offenses when the proof is evident; but this provision shall 
not be so construed as to prevent bail after indictment found, upon 
examination of the evidence in such manner as may be prescribed by 
law. 
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Sec. 12. The writ of habeas corpus is a writ of right, and shall never 
be suspended. The Legislature shall enact laws to render the remedy 
speedy and effectual. 

Sec. 13. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines 
imposed nor cruel or unusual punishment inflicted. All courts shall be 
open, and every person for an injury done him in his lands, goods, per- 
son or reputation shall have remedy by due course of law. 

Sec. 14. No person, for the same offense, shall be twice in jeop- 
ardy of life or liberty; nor shall a person be again put upon trial for 
the same offense after a verdict of not guilty in a court of competent 
jurisdiction. 

Sec. 15. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate. The Leg- 
islature shall pass such laws as may be needed to regulate the same, and 
to maintain its purity and eflBciency. 

Sec. 16. No bill of attainer, ex post facto law, retroactive law, or any 
law impairing the obligation of contracts, shall be made. 

Sec. 17. No person^s property shall be taken, damaged or destroyed 
for or applied to public use without adequate compensation being made, 
unless by the consent of such person; and^ when taken, except for the use 
of the State, such compensation shall be first made or secured by a 
deposit of money ; and no irrevocable or imcontroUable grant of special 
privilege or immunities shall be made; but all privileges and franchises 
granted by the Legislature, or created under its authority, shall be sub- 
ject to the control thereof. 

Sec. 18. No person shall ever be imprisoned for debt. 

Sec. 19. No citizen of this State shall be deprived of life, liberty, 
property, privileges or immunities, or in any manner disfranchised 
except by due course of the law of the land. 

Sec. 20. No citizen shall be outlawed ; nor shall any person be trans- 
ported out of the State for any offense committed within the same. 

Sec. 21. No conviction shall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture 
of estate; and the estates of those who destroy their own lives shall 
descend or vest as in case of natural death. 

Sec. 22. Treason against the State shall consist only in levying war 
against it, or adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort ; and 
no person shall be convicted of treason except on the testimony of two 
witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open court. 

Sec. 23. Every citizen shall have the right to keep and bear arms in 
the lawful defense of himself or the State ; but the Ijegislature shall have 
power by law to regulate the wearing of arms with a view to prevent 
crime. 

Sec. 24. The military shall at all times be subordinate to the civil 
authority. 

6— Man. 
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Sec. 25. No soldier shall in time of peace be quartered in the house 
of any citizen without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war but 
in a manner prescribed by law. 

Sec. 26. Perpetuities and monopolies are contrary to the genius of a 
free government, and shall never be allowed ; nor shall the law of primo- 
geniture or entailments ever be in force in this State. 

Sec. 27. The citizens shall have the right, in a peaceable manner, to 
assemble together for their common good, and apply to those invested 
with the powers of government for redress of grievances or other pur- 
poses, by petition, address, or remonstrance. 

Sec. 28. No power of suspending laws in this State shall be exercised 
except by the Legislature. 

Sec. 29. To guard against transgressions of the high powers herein 
delegated, we declare that everything in this "Bill of Bights" is excepted 
out of the general powers of government, and shall forever remain invio- 
late, and all laws contrary thereto, or to the following provisions, shall 
be void. 

ARTICLE II. 

the powers of government. 

Section 1. The powers of the government of the State of Texas 
shall be divided into three distinct departments, each of which shall be 
confided to a separate body of magistry, towit : Those which are legis- 
lative to one, those which are executive to another, and those which are 
judicial to another; and no person, or collection of persons, being of one 
of these departments, shall exercise any power properly attached to 
either of the others, except in the instances herein expressly permitted. 

ARTICLE III. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

Section 1. The legislative power of this State shall be vested in a 
Senate and House of Representatives, which together shall be styled 
"The Legislature of the State of Texas." 

Sec. 2. The Senate shall consist of thirty-one members, and shall 
never be increased above this number. The House of Representatives 
shall consist of ninety-three members until the first apportionment after 
the adoption of this Constitution, when, or at any apportionment there- 
after, the number of Representatives may be increased by the Legislature, 
upon the ratio of not more than one Representative for every fifteen 
thousand inhabitants; provided, the number of Representatives shall 
never exceed one hundred and fifty. 

Sec. 3. The Senators shall be chosen by the qualified electors for the 
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term of four years, but a new Senate shall be chosen after every appor- 
tionment, and the Senators elected after each apportionment shall be 
divided by lot into two classes. The seats of the Senators of the first 
class shall be vacated at the expiration of the first two years, and those of 
the second class at the expiration of four years, so that one-half of the 
Senators shall be chosen biennially thereafter. 

Sec. 4. The members of the House of Eepresentatives shall be chosen 
by the qualified electors, and their term of office shall be two years from 
the day of their election. 

Sec. 5. The Legislature shall meet every two years, at such time as 
may be provided by law, and at other times when convened by the Gov- 
ernor. 

Sec. 6. No person shall be a Senator unless he be a citizen of the 
United States, and at the time of his election a qualified elector of this 
State, and shall have been a resident of this State five years next pre- 
ceding his election, and the last year thereof a resident of the district 
for which he shall be chosen, and shall have attained the age of twenty- 
six years. 

Sec. 7. No person shall be a Eepresentative unless he be a citizen of 
the United States, and at the time of his election a qualified elector of 
this State, and shall have been a resident of this State two years next 
preceding his election, the last year thereof a resident oi the district for 
which he shall be chosen, and shall have attained the age of twenty-one 
years. 

Sec. 8. Each house shall be the judge of the qualifications and elec- 
tion of its own members ; but contested elections shall be determined in 
such manner as shall be provided by law. 

Sec. 9. The Senate shall, at the beginning and close of each session, 
and at such other times as may be necessary, elect one of its members 
President Pro Tempore, who shall perform the duties of the Lieutenant- 
Governor in any case of absence or disability of that officer, and whenever 
the said office of Lieutenant-Governor shall be vacant. The House of 
Representatives shall, when it first assembles, organize temporarily, and 
thereupon proceed to the election of a Speaker from its own members; 
and each house shall choose its other officers. 

Sec. 10. Two-thirds of each house shall constitute a quorum to do 
business, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and com- 
pel the attendance of absent members, in such manner and under such 
penalties as each house may provide. 

Sec. 11. Each house may determine the rules of its own proceedings, 
punish members for disorderly conduct, and, with the consent of two- 
thirds, expel a member, but not a second time for the same offense. 

Sec. 1.2. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and pub- 
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lish the same ; and the yeas and nays of the members of either house on 
any question shall, at the desire of any three members present, be entered 
on the journals. 

Sec. 13. When vacancies occur in either house, the Governor, or the 
person exercising the power of the Governor, shall issue writs of election 
to fill such vacancies; and should the Governor fail to issue a writ of 
election to fill any such vacancy within twenty days after it occurs, the 
returning oflBcer of the district in which such vacancy may have hap- 
'pened shall be authorized to order an election for that purpose. 

Sec. 14. Senators and Representatives shall, except in cases of trea- 
son, felony or breach of peace, be privileged from arrest during the 
session of the Legislature, and in going to and coming from the same, 
allowing one day for every twenty miles such member may reside from 
the place at which the Legislature is convened. 

Sec. 15. Each house may punish, by imprisonment, during its ses- 
sions, any person not a member, for disrespectful or disorderly conduct 
in its presence, or for obstructing any of its proceedings ; provided, such 
imprisonment shall not, at any one time, exceed forty-eight hours. 

Sec. 16. The sessions of each house shall be open, except the Senate 
when in executive session. 

Sec. 17. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other, 
adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place than that where 
the Legislature may be sitting. 

Sec. 18. No Senator or Eepresentative shall, during the term for 
which he may be elected, be eligible to any civil office of profit under this 
State which shall have been created or the emoluments of which may 
have been increased during such term ; no member of either house shall, 
during the term for which he is elected, be eligible to any office or place, 
the appointment of which may be made, in whole or in part, by either 
branch of the Legislature; and no member of either house shall vote 
for any other member for any office whatever, which may be filled by a 
vote of the Legislature, except in such cases as are in this Constitution 
provided. Nor shall any member of the Legislature be interested, either 
directly or indirectly, in any contract with the State, or any county 
thereof, authorized by any law passed during the term for which he shall 
have been elected. 

Sec. 19. No judge of any court. Secretary of State, Attorney Gen- 
eral, clerk of any court of record, or any person holding a lucrative office 
under the United States, or this State, or any foreign government, shall, 
during the term for which he is elected or appointed, be eligible to the 
Legislature. 

Sec. 20. No person who at any time may have been a collector of 
taxes, or who may have been otherwise entrusted with public money, shall 
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be eligible to the Legislature, or to any office of profit or trust under the 
State government until he shall have obtained a discharge for the amount 
of such collections, or for all public moneys with which he may have been 
entrusted. 

Sec. 21. No member shall be questioned in any other place for words 
spoken in debate in either house. 

Sec. 22. A member who has a personal or private interest in any 
measure or bill proposed or pending before the Legislature, shall disclose 
the fact to the house of which he is a member, and shall not vote thereon. 

Sec. 23. If any Senator or Representative remove his residence from 
the district or county for which he was elected, his office shall thereby 
become vacant, and the vacancy shall be filled as provided in Section 13 
of this article. 

Sec. 24. The members of the Legislature shall receive from the pub- 
lic treasury such compensation for their services as may from time to 
time be provided by law, not exceeding five dollars per day for the first 
sixty days of each session; and after that not exceeding two dollars per 
day for the remainder of the session ; except the first session held under 
this Constitution, when they may receive not exceeding five dollars per 
day for the first ninety days, and after that not exceeding two dollars per 
day for the remainder of the session. In addition to the per diem, the 
members of each house shall be entitled to mileage in going to and 
returning from the seat of government, which mileage shall not exceed 
five dollars for every twenty-five miles, the distance to be computed by 
the nearest and most direct route of travel by land, regardless of railways 
or water routes ; and the Comptroller of the State shall prepare and pre- 
serve a table of distances to each county seat now or hereafter to be 
established, and by such table the mileage of each member shall be paid ; 
but no member shall be entitled to mileage for any extra session that 
may be called within one day after the adjournment of a regular or called 
session. 

Sec. 25. The State shall be divided into senatorial districts of con- 
tiguous territory according to the number of qualified electors, as nearly 
as may be, and each district shall be entitled to elect one Senator, and no 
single county shall be entitled to more than one Senator. 

Sec. 26. The members of the House of Representatives shall be 
apportioned among the several counties, according to the number of 
population in each, as nearly as may be, on a ratio obtained by dividing 
the population of the State, as ascertained by the most recent United 
States census, by the number of members of which the House is com- 
posed; provided, that whenever a single county has sufficient population 
to be entitled to a Representative, such county shall be formed into a 
separate representative district, and when two or more counties are 
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required to make up the ratio of representation, such counties shall be 
contiguous to each other; and when any one county has more than suffi- 
cient population to be entitled to one or more Representatives, such Rep- 
resentative or Representatives shall be apportioned to such county, and 
for any surplus of population it may be joined in a representative district 
with any other contiguous county or counties. 

Sec. 27. Elections for Senators and Representatives shall be general 
throughout the State, and shall be regulated by law. 

Sec. 28. The Legislature shall, at its first session after the publica- 
tion of each United States decennial census, apportion the State into 
senatorial and representative districts, agreeably to the provisions of 
Sections 25 and 26 of this article; and until the next decennial census, 
when the first apportionment shall be made by the Legislature, the State 
shall be and it is hereby divided into senatorial and representative dis- 
tricts as provided by an ordinance of the convention on that subject. 

pkoceedings. 

Sec. 29. The enacting clause of all laws shall be, "Be it enacted by 
the Legislature of Texas.^^ 

Sec. 30. No law shall be passed except by bill, and no bill shall be so 
amended in its passage through either house as to change its original 
purpose. 

Sec. 31. Bills may originate in either house, and when passed by such 
house may be amended, altered or rejected by the other. 

Sec. 32. No bill shall have the force of law until it has been read on 
three several days in each house, and free discussion allowed thereon; 
but in case of imperative public necessity (which necessity shall be stated 
in a preamble, or in the body of the bill), four-fifths of the house in 
which the bill may be pending may suspend this rule, the yeas and nays 
being taken on the question of suspension, and entered upon the journals. 

Sec. 33. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House of 
Representatives, but the Senate may amend or reject them as other bills. 

Sec. 34. After a bill has been considered and defeated by either 
house of the Legislature, no bill containing the same substance shall be 
passed into a law during the same session. After a resolution has been 
acted on and defeated, no resolution containing the same substance shall 
be considered at the same session. 

Sec. 35. No bill (except general appropriation bUls, which may 
embrace the various subjects and accounts for and on account of which 
moneys are appropriated) shall contain more than one subject, which 
shall be expressed in its title. But if any subject shall be embraced in 
an act which shall not be expressed in the title, such act shall be void 
only as to so much thereof as shall not be so expressed. 

Sec. 36. No law shall be revived or amended by reference to its title ; 
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but in such case the act revived or the section or sections amended shall 
be re-enacted and published at length. 

Sec. 37. No bill shall be considered unless it has been first referred 
•to a committee and reported thereon ; and no bill shall be passed which 
has not been presented and referred to and reported from a committee 
at least three days before the final adjournment of the Legislature. 

Sec. 38. The presiding oflBcer of each house shall,, in the presence of 
the house over which he presides, sign all bills and joint resolutions 
passed by the Legislature, after their titles have been publicly read 
before signing ; and the fact of signing shall be entered on the journals. 

Sec. 39. No law passed by the Legislature, except the general appro- 
priation act, shall take efifect or go into force until ninety days after the 
adjournment of the session at which it was enacted, unless, in case of an 
emergency, which emergency must be expressed in a preamble or in the 
body of the act, the Legislature shall, by a vote of two-thirds of all the 
members elected to each house, otherwise direct; said vote to be taken 
by yeas and nays, and entered upon the journals. 

Sec. 40. When the Legislature shall be convened in special session, 
there shall be no legislation upon subjects other than those designated 
in the proclamation of the Grovemor calling such session, or presented to 
them by the Governor; and no such session shall be of longer duration 
than thirty days. 

Sec. 41. In all elections by the Senate and House of Bepresentatives, 
jointly or separately, the vote shall be given viva voce, except in the 
election of their oflficers. 

requirements and limitations. 

Sec. 42. The Legislature shall pass such laws as may be necessary 
to carry into effect the provisions of this Constitution. 

Sec. 43. The first session of the Legislature under this Constitution 
shall provide for revising, digesting and publishing the laws, civil and 
criminal ; and a like revision, digest and publication may be made every 
ten years thereafter ; provided, that in the adoption of and giving effect 
to any such digest or revision, the Legislature shall not be limited by 
Sections 35 and 36 of this article. 

Sec. 44. The Legislature shall provide by law for the compensation 
of all oflScers, servants, agents and public contractors not provided for 
in this Constitution, but shall not grant extra compensation to any officer, 
agent, servant or public contractors, after such public service shall have 
been performed or contract entered into for the performance of the same ; 
nor grant, by appropriation or otherwise, any amount of money out of 
the treasury of the State, to any individual on a claim real or pretended, 
when the same shall not have been provided for by pre-existing law; nor 
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employ any one in the name of the State unless authorized by pre-exist- 
ing law. 

Sec. 45. The power to change the venue in civil and criminal cases 
shall be vested in the courts, to be exercised in such manner as shall be • 
provided by law ; and the LegislatuTe shall pass laws for that purpose. 

Sec. 46. The Legislature shall, at its first session after the adoption 
of this Constitution, enact effective vagrant laws. 

Sec. 47. The Legislature shall pass laws prohibiting the establish- 
ment of lotteries and gift enterprises in this State ; as well as the sale of 
tickets in lotteries, gift enterprises or other evasions involving the lot- 
tery principle, established or existing in other States. 

Sec. 48. The Legislature shall not have the right to levy taxes or 
impose burdens upon the people, except to raise revenue sufficient for 
the economical administration of the government, in which may be 
included the following purposes : 

The payment of all interest upon the bonded debt of the State ; 

The erection and repairs of public buildings; 

The benefit of the sinking fund, which shall not be more than two per 
centum of the public debt, and for the payment of the present floating 
debt of the State, including matured bonds for the payment of which the 
sinking fund is inadequate; 

The support of public schools, in which shall be included colleges and 
universities established by the State; and the maintenance and support 
of the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas; 

The payment of the cost of assessing and collecting the revenue ; and 
the payment of all officers, agents and employes of the State government, 
and all incidental expenses connected therewith; 

The support of the Blind Asylum, the Deaf and Dumb Asylum, and 
the Insane Asylum; the State cemetery and the public grounds of the 
State; 

The enforcement of quarantine regulations on the coast of Texas; 

The protection of the frontier. 

Sec. 49. No debt shall be created by or on behalf of the State, except 
to supply casual deficiencies of revenue, repel invasion, suppress insur- 
rection, defend the State in war, or pay existing debt; and the debt 
created to supply deficiencies in the revenue shall never exceed in the 
aggregate at any one time two hundred thousand dollars. 

Sec. 50. The Legislature shall have no power to give or to lend, or to 
authorize the giving or lending, of the credit of the State in aid of ; or 
to any person, association or corporation, whether municipal or other ; or 
to pledge the credit of the State, in any manner whatsoever, for the pay- 
ment of the liabilities, present or prospective, of any individual, associa- 
tion of individuals, municipal or other corporations whatsoever. 

Seo. 51. The legislature shall have no power to make any grant, or authorize 
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the making of any grant, of public mon^ to any individual, association of indi- 
viduals, municipal or other corporation whatsoever ; provided, that this shall not 
be so construed a to prevent the grant of aid in case of public calamity. [Const. 
1876.] 

[Sec. 61, Art. 3, adopted December 1, 1898.] 

Sec. 51. The Legislature shall have no power to make any grant or 
authorize the making of any grant of public money to any individual, 
associations or individuals, municipal or other corporations whatsoever; 
provided, however, the Legislature may grant aid to indigent and dis- 
abled Confederate soldiers and sailors who came to Texas prior to Jan- 
uary 1, 1880, and who are either over sixty years of age, or whose disabil- 
ity is the proximate result of actual service in the Confederate army for a 
period of at least three months, their widows in indigent circumstances 
who have never re-married, and who have been bona fide residents of the 
State of Texas since March 1, 1880, and who wem married to such sol- 
diers or sftilors anterior to March 1, 1880, provided, said aid shall not 
exceed eight dollars per month; and porvided, further, that no appro- 
priation shall ever be made for the purpose hereinbefore specified in 
excess of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars for any one year. And 
also grant aid to the establishment and maintenance of a home for said 
soldiers and sailors, under such regulations and limitations as may be 
provided by law; provided, the grant to aid said home shall not exceed 
one hundred thousand dollars for any one year; and no inmate of said 
home shall be entitled to any other aid from the State; and provided, 
further, that the provisions of this section shall not be construed to pre- 
vent the grant of aid in case of public calamity. 

Sec. 52. The Legislature shall have no power to authorize any 
county, city, town, or other political corporation or subdivision of the 
State, to lend its credit or to grant public money or thing of value, in 
aid or to any individual, association or corporation whatsoever; or to 
become a stockholder in such corporation, association or company. 

Sec. 53. The Legislature shall have no power to grant, or to author- 
ize any county or municipal authority to grant, any extra compensation, 
fee or allowance to a public officer, agent, servant or contractor, after 
service has been rendered, or a contract has been entered into, and per- 
formed in whole or in part; nor pay, nor authorize the payment of, any 
claim created against any county or municipality of the State, under any 
agreement or contract made without authority of law. 

Sec. 54. The Legislature shall have no power to release or alienate 
any lien held by the State upon any railroad, or in any wise change the 
tenor or meaning or pass any act explanatory thereof; but the same 
shall be enforced in accordance with the original terms upon which it 
was acquired. 
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Sec. 55. The Legislature shall have no power to release or extin- 
guish, or to authorize the releasing or extinguishing, in whole or in part, 
the indebtedness, liability or obligation of any incorporation or individ- 
ual to this State, or to any county, or other municipal corporation 
therein. 

Sec. 56. The Legislature shall not, except as otherwise provided in 
this Constitution, pass any local or special law, authorizing — 

The creation, extension or impairing of liens; 

Eegulating the affairs of counties, cities, towns, wards or school dis- 
tricts ; 

Changing the names of persons or places ; 

Changing the venue in civil or criminal cases ; 

Authorizing the laying out, opening, altering or maintaining of roads, 
highways, streets or alleys; 

Relating to ferries or bridges, or incorporating ferry or bridge com- 
panies, except for the erection of bridges crossing streams which form 
boundaries between this and ajiy other State; 

Vacating roads, town plats, streets or alleys ; 

Relating to cemeteries, graveyards, or public grounds not of the State; 

Authorizing the adoption or legitimation of children; 

Locating or changing county seatsi; 

Incorporating cities, towns or villages, or changing their charters; 

For the opening and conducting of elections, or fixing or ch anging 
the places of voting ; 

Granting divorces; 

Creating offices, or prescribing the power and duties of officers in 
counties, cities, towns, election or school districts; 

Changing the law of descent or succession ; 

Regulating the practice or jurisdiction of, or changing the rules of 
evidence in any judicial proceeding or inquiry before courts, justices of 
the peace, sheriffs, commissioners, arbitrators or other tribunals, or pro- 
viding or changing methods for the collection of debts, or the enforcing 
of judgments, or prescribing the effect of judicial sales of real estate; 

Regulating the fees, or extending the powers and duties of aldermen, 
justices of the peace, magistrates or constables; 

Regulating the management of public schools, the building or repair- 
ing of school houses, and the raising of money for such purposes ; 

Fixing the rate of interest; 

Affecting the estates of minors, or persons under disability; 

Remitting fines, penalties and forfeitures, and refunding moneys 
legally paid into the treasury; 

Exempting property from taxation ; 

Regulating labor, trade, mining and manufacturing; 

Declaring any named person of age; 
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Extending the time for the assessment or collection of taxes, or other- 
wise relieving any assessor or collector of taxes from the due performance 
of his official duties^ or his securities from liability ; • 

Giving effect to invalid wills or deeds; 

Summoning and impaneling grand or petit juries; 

For limitation of civil or criminal actions; 

For incorporating railroads or other works of internal improvements; 

And in all other cases where a general law can be made applicable, no 
local or special law shall be enacted ; provided, that nothing herein con- 
tained shall be construed to prohibit the Legislature from passing special 
laws for the preservation of the game and fish of this State in certain 
localities. 

Sec. 57. No local or special law shall be passed unless notice of the 
intention to apply therefor shall have been published in the 'locality 
where the matter or thing to be affected may be situated, which notice 
shall state the substance of the contemplated law, and shall be published 
at least thirty days prior to the introduction into the Legislature of such 
bill and in the manner to be provided by law. The evidence of such 
notice having been published shall be exhibited in the Legislature before 
such act shall be passed. 

Sec. 58. The Legislature shall hold its sessions at the city of Austin, 
which is hereby declared to be the seat of government. 

ARTICLE IV. 

* 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 

Section 1. The executive department of the State shall consist of a 
Governor, who shall be the chief executive officer of the State; a Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, Secretary of State, Comptroller of Public Accounts, 
Treasurer, Commissioner of the Gteneral Land Office, and Attomey-Gten- 
eral. 

Sec. 2. All the above officers of the executive department (except 
Secretary of State) shall be elected by the qualified voters of the State at 
the time and places of election for members of the Legislature. 

Sec. 3. The returns of every election for said executive officers, until 
otherwise provided by la^ shall be made out, sealed up, and transmitted, 
by the returning officers prescribed by law, to the seat of government, 
directed to the Secretary of State, who shall deliver the same to the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, as soon as the Speaker shall 
be chosen ; and the said Speaker shall, during the first week of the ses- 
sion of the Legislature, open and publish them in the presence of both 
houses of the Legislature. The person voted for at said election having 
the highest number of votes for each of said offices, respectively, and 
being constitutionally eligible, shall be declared by the Speaker, under 
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sanction of the Legislature, to be elected to said office. But if two or 
more persons shall have the highest and an equal number of votes for 
either of said offices, one of them shall be immediately chosen to such 
office by joint vote of both houses of the Legislature. Contested elec- 
tions for either of said offices shall be determined by both houses of the 
Legislature in joint session. 

Sec. 4. The Governor shall be installed on the first Tuesday after the 
organization of the Legislature, or as soon thereafter as practicable, and 
shall hold his office for the term of two years, or until his successor shall 
be duly installed. He shall be at least thirty years of age, a citizen of 
the United States, and shall have resided in this State at least five years 
immediately preceding his election. 

Se<?. 5. He shall, at stated times, receive as compensation for his 
services an annual salary of four thousand dollars, and no more, and 
shall have the use and occupation of the Govemor^s Mansion, fixtures 
and furniture. 

Sec. 6. During the time he holds the office of Governor he shall not 
hold any other office, civil, military or corporate; nor shall he practice 
any profession, and receive compensation, reward, fee, or -'he promise 
thereof, for the same; nor receive any salary, reward or compensation, 
or the promise thereof, from any person or corporation, for any service 
rendered or performed during the time he is Governor, or to be there- 
after rendered or performed. 

Sec. 7. He shall be commander-in-chief of the military 'forces of the 
State, except when they are called into actual service of the United 
States. He shall have power to call forth the militia to execute the laws 
of the State, to suppress insurrection, repel invasion, and protect the 
frontier from hostile incursions by Indians or other predatory bands. 

Sec. 8. The Governor may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the 
Legislature at the seat of government, or at a different place in case that 
should be in possession of the public enemy, or in case of the prevalence 
of disease thereat. His proclamation therefor shall state specifically the 
purpose for which the Legislature is convened. 

Sec. 9. The Governor shall, at the commencement of each session of 
the Legislature, and at the close of his term of office, give to the Legis- 
lature information, by message, of the condition of the State; and he 
shall recommend to the Legislature such measures as he may deem expe- 
dient. He shall account to the Legislature for all public moneys 
received and paid out by him from any funds subject to his order, with 
vouchers ; and shall accompany his message with a statement of the same. 
And at the commencement of each regular session he shall present esti- 
mates of the amount of money required to be raised by taxation for all 
purposes. 

Sec. 10. He shall cause the laws to be faithfully executed; and shall 
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conduct, in person, or in such manner as shall be prescribed by law, all 
intercourse and business of the State with other States and with the 
United States. 

Sec. 11. In all criminal cases, except treason and impeachment, he 
shall have power, after conviction, to grant reprieves, commutations of 
punishment, and pardons; and under such rules as the Legislature may 
prescribe, he shall have power to remit fines and forfeitures. With the 
advice and consent of the Senate, he may grant pardons in cases of 
treason, and to this end he may respite a sentence therefor, until the close 
of the succeeding session of the Legislature ; provided, that in all cases of 
remissions of fines and forfeitures, or grants of reprieve, commutation of 
punishment or pardon, he shall file in the office of the Secretary of State 
his reasons therefor. 

Sec. 12. All vacancies in State or district ofiices, except members of 
the Legislature, shall be filled, unless otherwise provided by law, by 
appointment of the Governor, which appointment, if made during its ses- 
sion, shall be with the advice and consent of two-thirds of the Senate 
present. If made during the recess of the Senate, the said appointee, or 
some other, person to fill such vacancy, shall be nominated to the Senate, 
during the first ten days of its session. If rejected said office shall 
immediately become vacant, and the Governor shall, without delay, make 
further nominations, until a confirmation takes place. But should there 
be no confirmation during the session of the Senate, the Governor shall 
not thereafter appoint any person to fill such vacancy who has been 
rejected by the Senate; but may appoint some other person to fill the 
vacancy until the next session of the Senate ; or until the regular election 
to said office, should it sooner occur. Appointments to vacancies in 
offices elective by the people shall only continue until the first general 
election thereafter. 

Sec. 13. During the session -of the Legislature the Governor shall 
reside where its sessions are held, and at all other times at the seat of 
government, except when by act of the Legislature he may he required or 
authorized to reside elsewhere. 

Sec. 14. Every bill which shall have passed both houses of the Legis- 
lature shall be presented to the Governor for his approval. If he 
approve, he shall sign it ; but if he disapprove it, he shall return it, with 
his objections, to the house in which it originated, which house shall 
enter the objection at large upon its journal, and proceed to reconsider it. 
If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of the members present agree to 
pass the bill, it shall be sent, with the objections, to the other house, by 
which likewise it shall be reconsidered ; and if approved by two-thirds of 
the members of that house, it shall become a law ; but in such cases the 
votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names 
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of the members voting for and against the bill shall be entered on journal 
of each house, respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the Gov- 
ernor with his objections within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it 
shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law in like manner 
as if he had signed it, unless the Legislature, by its adjournment, prevent 
its return; in which case it shall be a law unless he shall file the same, 
with his objections, in the Office of the Secretary of State, and give notice 
thereof by public proclamation within twenty days after such adjourn- 
ment. If any bill presented to the Governor contains several items of 
appropriation, he may object to one or more of such items, and approve 
the other portion of the bill. In such case he shall append to the bill,, 
at the time of signing it, a statement of the items to which he objects^ 
and no item so objected to shall take effect. If the Legislature be in 
session, he shall transmit to the house in which the bill originated a copy 
of such statement, and the items objected to shall be separately con- 
sidered. If, on reconsideration, one or more of such items V.e approved 
by two-thirds of the members present of each house, the same shall be 
part of the law, notwithstanding the objections of the Governor. If any 
such bill, containing such items of appropriation, not having been pre- 
sented to the Governor ten days (Sundays excepted) prior to adjourn- 
ment, be in the hands of the Governor at the time of adjournment, he 
shall have twenty days from such adjournment within which to file objec- 
tions to any items thereof, and make proclamation of the same, and such 
item or items shall not take effect. «• 

Sec. 15. Every order, resolution or vote to which the concurrence of 
both houses of the Legislature may be necessary, except on questions of 
adjournment, shall be presented to the Governor, and, before it shall take 
effect, shall be approved by him ; or, being disapproved, shall be repassed 
by both houses ; and all the rules, provisions and limitations shall apply 
thereto as prescribed in the last preceding section in the case of a bill. 

Sec. 16. There shall also be a Lieutenant-Governor, who shall be 
chosen at every election for Governor, by the same electors, in the same 
manner, continue in office for the same time, and possess the same quali- 
fications. The electors shall distinguish for whom they vote as Governor 
and for whom as Lieutenant-Governor. The Lieutenant-Governor shall,, 
by virtue of his office, be president of the Senate, and shall have, when in 
Committee of the Whole, a right to debate and vote on all questions ; and' 
when the Senate is equally divided, to give the casting vote. In case of 
the death, resignation, removal from office, inability or refusal of the 
Governor to serve, or of his impeachment or absence from the State, the 
Lieutenant-Governor shall exercise the powers and authority appertain- 
ing to the oifice of Governor until another be chosen at the periodical 



Constitution oe Texa.8. 17 

election and be duly qualified; or until the Governor impeached, absent 
or disabled shall be acquitted, return, or his disability removed. 

Sec. 17. If, during the vacancy in the office of Governor, the lieuten- 
ant-Governor should die, resign, refuse to serve, or be removed front 
office, or be unable to serve, or if he shall be impeached or absent from the 
State, the President of the Senate, for the time being, shall, in like man- 
ner, administer the government until he shall be superseded by a Gov* 
ernor or Lieutenant-Governor. The Lieutenant-Governor shall, while 
he acts as President of the Senate, receive for his services the same com- 
pensation and mileage which shall be allowed to the members of the 
Senate, and no more; and during the time he administers the govern- 
ment as Governor, he shall receive in like manner the same compensation 
which the Governor would have received had he been employed in the 
duties of his office, and no more. The President, for the time being, of 
the Senate, shall, during the time he administers the government, receive 
in like manner the same compensation which the Governor would have 
received, had he been employed in the duties of his office. 

Sec. 18. The Lieutenant-Governor or President of the Senate, suc- 
seeding to the office of Governor shall, during the entire term to which he 
may succeed, be under all restrictions and inhibitions imposed in this 
Constitution on the Governor. 

Sec. 19. There shall- be a seal of the State, which shall be kept by the 
Secretary of State, and used by him officially under the direction of the 
Governor. The seal of the State shall be a star of five points, encircled 
by olive and live oak branches, and the words "The State of Texas." 

Sec. 20. All commissions shall be in the name and by the authority 
of the State of Texas, sealed with the State seal, signed by the Governor, 
and attested by the Secretary of State. 

Sec. 21. There shall be a Secretary of State, who shall be appointed 
by the Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and 
who shall continue in office during the term and service of the Governor. 
He shall authenticate the publication of the laws, and keep a fair register 
of all official acts and proceedings of the Governor, and shall, when 
required, lay the same, and all papers, minutes and vouchers relative 
thereto, before the Legislature or either house thereof, and shall perform 
such other duties as may be required of him by law. He shall receive for 
his services an annual salary of two thousand dollars, and no more. 

Sec. 22. The Attorney-General shall hold his office for two years and 
until his successor is duly qualified. He shall represent the State in all 
suits and pleas in the Supreme Court of the State in which the State may 
De a party, an3 shall especially inquire into the charter rights of all 
private corporations, and, from time to time, in the name of the State, 
take such action in the courts as may be proper and necessary to prevent 
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any private corporation from exercising any power, or demanding or 
collecting any species of taxes, toll, freight or wharfage not authorized by 
law. He shall, whenever suflBcient cause exists, seek a judicial forfeiture 
of such charters, unless otherwise expressly directed by law, and give 
legal advice in writing to the Governor and other executive officers, when 
requested by them, and perform such other duties as may be required by 
law. He shall reside at the seat of government during his continuance 
in office. He shall receive for his services an annual salary of two thous- 
and dollars, and no more, besides such fees as may be prescribed by law; 
provided, that the fees which he may receive shall not amount to more 
than two thousand dollars annually. 

Sec. 23. ,The Comptroller of Public Accounts, the Treasurer and the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, shall each hold office for the 
term of two years, and until his successor is qualified ; receive an annual 
salary of two thousand and five hundred dollars, and no more ; reside at 
the capital of the State during his continuance in office, and perform 
such duties as are or may be required of him by law. They and the Sec- 
retary of State shall not receive to their own use any fees, costs or perqui- 
sites of office. All fees that may be payable by law for any service per- 
formed by any officer specified in this section, or in his office, shall be 
paid, when received into the State treasury. 

Sec. 24. An account shall be kept by the officers of the executive 
department, and by all officers and managers of State institutions, of all 
moneys and choses in action received and disbursed or otherwise disposed 
of by them, severally, from all sources, and for every service performed ; 
and a semi-annual report thereof shall be made to the Grovemor under 
oath. The Governor may at any time require information in writing 
from any and all of said officers or managers, upon any subject relating 
to the duties, condition, management and expenses of their respective 
offices and institutions, which information shall be required by the Gov- 
ernor under oath, and the Governor may also inspect their books, 
accounts, vouchers and public funds ; and any officer or manager who at 
any time shall wilfully make a false report, or give false information, 
shall be guilty of perjury, and so adjudged and punished accordingly, 
and removed from office. 

Sec. 25. The Legislature shall pass efficient laws facilitating the 
investigation of breaches of trust and duty by all custodians of public 
funds, and providing for their suspension from office on reasonable cause 
shown, and for the appointment of temporary incumbents of their offices 
during such suspension. 

Sec. 26. The Govem6r, by and with the advice and consent of two- 
thirds of the Senate, shall appoint a convenient number of notaries pub- 
lic for each county, who shall perform such duties as now are or may be 
prescribed by law. 
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ARTICLE V. 



JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. 

Section 1. The judicial power of this State shall be vested in one supreme 
court, in a court of appeals, in district courts, in county courts, in commission- 
ers' courts, in courts of justices of the peace, and in such other courts as may be 
established by law. The legislature may establish criminal district courts with 
^such jurisdiction as it may prescribe, but no such courts shall be established 
unless the district includes a city containing at least thirty thousand inhabitants, 
as ascertained by the census of the United States or other official census; pro- 
vided, such town or city shall support said criminal district courts when estab- 
lished. The criminal district court of Galveston and Harris counties shall con- 
tinue with the district, jurisdiction and organization now existing by law, until 
otherwise provided by law. ^ 

Sec. 2. The supreme court shall consist of a chief justice and two associate 
justices, any two of whom hall constitute a quorum, and the concurrence of two 
judges shall be necessary to the decision of a case. No person shall be eligible to 
the office of chief justice or associate justice of the supreme court unless he be at 
the time of his election a citizen of the United States and of this State, and 
unless he shall have attained the age of thirty years, and shall have been a prac- 
ticing lawyer or a judge of a court in this State, or such lawyer and judge 
together, at least seven years. Said chief justice and associate justices shall be 
elected by the qualified voters of the State at a general election, hall hold their 
offices for six years, and shall each receive an annual salary of not more than 
three thousand five hundred and fifty dollars. In case of a vacancy in the office 
of chief justice or associate justice of the supreme court, the governor shall fill 
the vacancy until the next general election for State officers, and at such general 
election the vacancy for the unexpired term shall be filled by election by the 
qualified voters of the State. 

Sec. 3. The supreme court shall have appellate jurisdiction only, which shall 
be co-extensive with the limits of the State; but shall only extend to civil cases 
of which the district courts have original or appellate jurisdiction. Appeals may 
be allowed from interlocutory judgments of the district courts, in such cases and 
under such regulations as may be provided by law. The supreme court and the 
judges thereof shall h«ive power to issue, under such regulations as may be pre- 
scribed by law, the writ of mandatntts and all other writs necessary to enforce 
the jurisdiction of said court. The supreme court shall have power, upon affi- 
davit or otherwise, as by the court may be thought proper, to ascertain such mat- 
ters of fact as may be necessary to the proper exercise of its jurisdiction. The 
supreme court shall sit for the transaction of business from the first Monday in 
October until the last Saturday in June of every year, at the seat of government, 
and at not more than two other places in the State. 

Sec. 4. The supreme court shall appoint a clerk for each place at which it 
may sit, and each of said clerks shall give bond in such manner as is now or may 
hereafter be required by law; shall hold his office for four years, and shall be 
subject to removal by the said court for good cause, entered of record on the 
minutes of said court. 
7-Man. 
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Sec. 5. The court of appeals shall consist of three judges, any two of whontt 
shall constitute a quorum, and the concurrence of two judges shall be necessary 
to a decision of said court. They shall be elected by the qualified voters of the 
State at a general election. They shall be citizens of the United States and of 
this State ; shall have arrived at the age of thirty years at the time of election ; 
each shall have been a practicing lawyer, or a judge of a court in this State, or 
such judge and lawyer together, for at least seven years. Said judges shall faiold 
their offices for a term of six years, and each of them shall receive an annual 
salary of three thousand five hundred and fifty dollars, which shall not be 
increased or diminished during their term of office. 

Sec. 6. The court of appeals shall have appellate jurisdiction, co-extensive 
with the limits of the State, in all criminal cases, of whatever grade, and in all 
civil cases, imless hereafter otherwise provided by law, of which the county court» 
have original or appellate jurisdiction. In civil cases its opinions shall not be 
published unless the publication of such opinione be required by law. The court 
of appeals and the judges thereof shall have power to issue the writ of habetts- 
corpus; and under such regulations as may be prescribed by law, issue such writs 
as may be necessary to enforce its own jurisdiction. The court of appeals shall 
have power, upon affidavits, or otherwise, as by the court may be thought proper, 
to ascertain such matters of fact as may be necessary to the exercise of its juris- 
diction. The court of appeals shall sit for the transaction of business from the 
first Monday of October imtil the last Saturday of June of every year, at the 
capital, and at not more than two other places in the State, at which the supreme 
court shall hold its sessions. The court shall appoint a clerk for each place at 
which it may sit, and each of said clerks shall give bond in such manner as is 
now or may hereafter be required by law; shall hold his office for four years, and 
shall be subject to removal by the said court for good cause, entered of record on 
the minutes of said court. 

Seo. 7. The State shall be divided into twenty-six judicial districts, which 
may be increased or diminished by the legislature. For each district there shall 
be elected by the qualified voters thereof, at a general election for members of the 
legislature, a judge, who shall be at least twenty-five years of age, and shall be a 
citizen of the United States, shall have been a practicing attorney or a judge of 
a court in this State for the period of four years, and shall have resided in the 
district in which he is elected for two years next before his election; shall reside 
in his district during his term of office; shall hold his office for the term of four 
years; shall receive an annual salary of twenty-five hundred dollars, which shall 
not be increased or diminished during his term of service; and shall hold the 
regular terms of court at one place in each county in the district twice in each 
year, in such manner as may be prescribed by law. The legislature shall have 
power by general act to authorize the holding of special terms, when necessary, 
and to provide for holding more than two terms of the court in any county, for 
the dispatch of business ; and shall provide for the holding of district courts when 
the judge thereof is absent, or from any cause disabled or disqualified from pre- 
siding. 

Sec. 8. The district court shall have original jurisdiction in criminal cases of 
the grade of felony; of all suits in behalf of the State to recover penalties, for- 
feitures and escheats; of all cases of divorce; in cases of misdemeanors involving 
official misconduct; of all suits to recover damages for slander or defamation of 
character : of all suits for the trial of title to land, and for the enforcement of ' 
liens thereon; of all suits for trial of right to property levied on by virtue of 
writ of execution, sequestration or attachment, when the property levied on shall 
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be equal to or exceed in value five hundred dollars; and of all suits, complaints 
or pleas whatever, without regard to any distinction between law and equity, 
when the matter in controversy shall be valued at or amount to five hundred 
dollars exclusive of interest; and the said courts and ihe judges thereof shall 
have power to issue writs of habeas corpus in felony cases, mandamus, injunction, 
certiorari, and all writs necessary to enforce their jurisdiction. The district 
courts shall have appellate jurisdiction and general control in probate matters 
over the county court established in each county, for appointing guardians, grant- 
ing letters testamentary and of administration, for settling the accounts of exe- 
cutors, administrators and guardians, and for the transaction of business apper- 
taining to estates; and original jurisdiction and general control over executors., 
administrators, guardians, and minors, under such regulations as may be pre- 
scribed by the legislature. All cases now pending in the supreme court, of which 
the court of appeals has appellate jurisdiction under the provision's of this 
article, shall, as soon as practicable after the establishment of said court of 
appeals, be certified, and the records transmitted to the court of appeals, and 
shall be decided by such court of appeals as if the same had been originally 
appealed to such court. [Const. 1876.] 

[Sees. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 6, 7, 8, Art. 6, declared September 22, 1891.] 

Section 1. The judicial power of this State shall be vested in one 
supreme court, in courts of civil appeals, in a court of criminal appeals, 
in district courts, in county courts, in commissioners courts, in courts of 
justices of the peace, and in such other courts as may be provided by law. 
The criminal district courts of Galveston and Harris counties shall con- 
tinue with the district, jurisdiction, and organization now existing by 
law until otherwise provided by law. The Legislature may establish such 
other courts as it may deem necessary, and prescribe the jurisdiction and 
organization thereof, and may conform the jurisdiction of the district 
and other inferior courts thereto. 

Sec. 2. The supreme court shall consist of a chief justice and two 
associate justices, any 'two of whom shall constitute a quorum, and the 
concurrence of two judges shall be necessary to the decision of a case. 
No person shall be eligible to the office of chief justice or associate justice 
of the supreme court unless he be, at the time of his election, a citizen 
of the United States' and of this State, and unless he shall have attained 
the age of thirty years, and shall have been a practicing lawyer or a judge 
of a court, or such lawyer and judge together, at least seven years. Said 
chief justice and associate justices shall be elected by the qualified voters 
of the State at a general election, shall hold their oflSce six years, or until 
their successors are elected and qualified, and shall each receive an annual 
salary of four thousand dollars until otherwise provided by law. In case 
of a vacancy in the office of chief justice of the supreme court, the Gov- 
ernor shall fill the vacancy until the next general election for State offi- 
cers, and at such general election the vacancy for the unexpired term 
shall be filled by election by the qualified voters of the State. The judges 
of the supreme court who may be in office at the time this amendment 
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takes effect, shall continue in office until the expiration of their term of 
office under the present Constitution, and until their successors are elected 
and qualified. 

Sec. 3. The supreme court shall have appellate jurisdiction only, 
except as herein specified, which shall be co-extensive with the limits of 
the State. Its appellate jurisdiction shall extend to questions of law 
arising in cases in which the courts of civil appeals have appellate juris- 
diction, under such restrictions and regulations as the Legislature may 
prescribe. Until otherwise prorided by law the appellate jurisdiction of 
the supreme court shall extend to questions of law arising in the cases in 
the courts of civil appeals in which the judges of any court of civil 
appeals may disagree, or where the several courts of civil appeals may 
hold differently on the same question of law, or where a statute of the 
State is held void. The supreme court and the justices thereof shall have 
power to issue writs of habeas corpus as may be prescribed by law, and 
under such regulations as may be prescribed by law the said courts and 
the justices thereof may issue writs of mandamus, procedendo, certiorari; 
and such other writs as may be necessary to enforce its jurisdiction. The 
Legislature may confer original jurisdiction on the supreme couri to 
issue writs of quo warranto and mundamus in such cases as may be speci- 
fied, except as against the Governor of the State. The supreme court 
shall also have power, upon affidavit or otherwise as by the court may be 
determined, to ascertain such matters of fact as may be necessary to the 
proper exercise of its jurisdiction. The supreme court shall sit for the 
transaction of business from the first Monday in October of each year 
until the last Saturday of June in the next year, inclusive, at the capital 
of the State. The supreme court shall appoint a clerk, who shall give 
bond in such manner as is now or may hereafter -be required by law, and 
he may hold his office for four years, and shall be subject to removal 
by said court for good cause, entered of record on the minutes of said 
court, who shall receive such compensation as the Legislature may 
provide. 

Sec. 4. The court of criminal appeals shall consist of three judges, 
any two of whom shall constitute a quorum, and the concurrence of two 
judges shall be necessary to a decision of said court. Said judges shall 
have the same qualifications and receive the same salaries as the judges 
of the supreme court. They shall be elected by the qualified voters of 
the State at a general election, and shall hold their offices for a term of 
six years. In case of a vacancy in the office of a judge of the court of 
criminal appeals the Governor shall fill such vacancy by appointment for 
the unexpired term. The judges of the court of appeals who may be in 
office at the time when this amendment takes effect shall continue in office 
until the expiration of their term of office under the present Constitution 
and laws as judges of the court of criminal appeals. 
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Sec. 5. The court of criminal appeals shall have appellate jurisdic- 
tion co-extensive with the limits of the State in all criminal cases of 
whatever grade, with such exceptions and under such regulations as may 
be prescribed by law. The court of criminal appeals and the judges 
thereof shall have the power to issue the writ of habeas corpus, and, 
under such regulations as may be prescribed by law, issue such writs as 
may be necessary to enforce its own jurisdiction. The court of criminal 
appeals shall have power, upon affidavit or otherwise, to ascertain such 
matters of fact as may be necessary to the exercise of its jurisdiction. 
The court of criminal appeals shall sit for the transaction of business 
from the first monday in October to the last Saturday id June in each 
year, at the State capital and two other places (or the capital city) if 
the Ijegislature shall hereafter so provide. The court of criminal appeals 
shall appoint a clerk at each place at which it may sit, and each clerk 
shall give bond in such manner as is now or may hereafter be required 
by law, and who shall hold his office for four years unless sooner removed 
by the court for good cause, entered of record on the minutes of said 
court. 

Sec. 6. The Legislature shall, as soon as practicable after the adop- 
tion of this amendment, divide the State into not less than two nor more 
than three supreme judicial districts, end thereafter into such additional 
districts as the increase of population and business may require, and shall 
establish a court of civil appeals in each of said districts, which shall con- 
sist of a chief justice and two associate justices, who shall have the qual- 
ifications as herein prescribed for justices of the supreme court. Said 
court of civil appeals shall have appellate jurisdiction co-extensive with 
the limits of their respective districts, which shall extend to all civil cases 
of which the district courts or county courts have original or appellate 
jurisdiction, under such restrictions and regulations as jnay be prescribed 
by law ; provided, that the decision of such courts shall be conclusive on 
all questions of fact brought before them on appeal or error. Each of 
said courts of civil appeals shall hold its sessions at a place in its district 
to be designated by the Legislature, and at such time as may be pre- 
scribed by law. Said justices shall be elected by the qualified voters of 
their respective districts, at a general election, for a term of six years, 
and shall receive for their services the sum of three thousand five hun- 
dred dollars per annum until otherwise provided by law. Said courts 
shall have such other jurisdiction, original and appellate, as may be 
prescribed by law. Each court of civil appeals shall appoint a clerk, in 
the same manner as the clerk of the supreme court, which clerk shall 
receive such compensation as may be fixed by law. Until the organiza- 
tion of the courts of civil appeals and criminal appeals, as herein pro- 
vided for, the jurisdiction, power and organization and location of the 
supreme court, the court of appeals and the commission of appeals shall 
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continue as they were before the adoption of this amendment. All civil 
cases which may be pending in the court of appeals shall, as soon as prac- * 
ticable after the organization of the courts of civil appeals, be credited to 
and records thereof transmitted to the proper courts of civil appeals, 
to be decided by said courts. At the first session of the supreme court, 
the court of criminal appeals, and such of the courts of civil appeals 
which may be hereafter created under this article after the first election 
of the judges of such courts under this amen<iment, the terms of office 
of the judges of each court shall be divided into three classes, and the 
justices thereof shall draw for the different classes. Those who shall 
draw class No. 1 shall hold their oflBces for two years, those drawing class 
No. 2 shall hold their offices for four yearsi, and those who may draw 
class No. 3 shall hold their oSices for six years from the date of their 
election and until their successors are elected and qualified; and there- 
after each of the said judges shall hold his office for six years, as provided 
in this Constitution. 

Sec. 7. The State shall be divided into as many judicial districts as 
may now or hereafter be provided by law, which may be increased or 
diminished by law. For each district there shall be elected by the qual- 
ified voters thereof, at a general election, a judge, who shall be a citizen 
of the United States and of this State, who shall have been a practicing 
lawyer of this State or a judge of a court in this State for four years next 
preceding his election ; who shall have resided in the district in which he 
was elected for two years next preceding his election; who shall reside in 
his district during his term of oflRce; who shall hold his oSice for the 
period of four years, and shall receive for his services an annual salary 
of two thousand five hundred dollars, until otherwie changed by law. 
He shall hold the regular terms of his court at the county seat of each 
county in his district at least twice in each year, in such maimer as may 
be prescribed by law. The Legislature shall have power by general or 
special laws to authorize the holding of special terms of the court, or the 
holding of more than two terms in any county for the dispatch of busi- 
ness. The Legislature shall also provide for the holding of district court 
when the judge thereof is absent, or is from any cause disabled or dis- 
qualified from presiding. The district judges who may be in office when 
this amendment takes effect shall hold their offices until their respective 
terms shall expire under their present election or appointment. 

Sec. 8. The district court shall have original jurisdiction of all crim- 
inal cases of the grade of felony ; in all suits in behalf of the State to 
recover penalties, forfeitures and escheats; of all cases of divorce; of all 
misdemeanors involving official misconduct; of all suits to recover dam- 
ages for slander or defamation of character; of all suits for trial of title 
to land and for the enforcement of liens thereon ; of all suits for the trial 



Constitution of Texas. 25 

of the righ^ of property levied upon by virtue of any writ of execution, 
sequestration, or attachment when the property levied on shall be equal 
to or exceed in value five hundred dollars; of all suits, complaints or 
pleas whatever, without regard to any distinction between law and equity, 
when the matter in controversy shall be valued at or amount to five hun- 
dred dollars exclusive of interest; of contested elections, and said c6urt 
and the judges thereof shall have power to issue writs of habeas corptLS, 
mandamus, injunction, and certiorari, and all writs necessary to enforce 
their jurisdiction. The district court shall have appellate jurisdiction 
and general control in probate matters over the county court established 
in each county, for appointing guardians, granting letters testamentary 
and of administration, probating wills, for settling the accounts of exec- 
utors, administrators, and guardians, and for the transaction of all busi- 
ness apperi:aiiiing to estates; and original jurisdiction and general con- 
trol over executors, administrators, guardians, and minors, under such 
regulations as may be prescribed by law. The district court shall have 
appellate jurisdiction and general supervisory control over the county 
commissioners court, with such exceptions and under such regulations 
as may be prescribed by law ; and shall have general original jurisdiction 
over all causes of action whatever for which a remedy or jurisdiction is 
not provided by law or tliis Constitution, and such other jurisdiction, 
original and appellate, as may be provided by law. 

Sec. 9. There shall be a clerk for the district court of each county, 
who shall be elected by the qualified voters for the State and county 
oflScers; and who shall hold his office for two years, subject to removal 
by information, or by indictment of a grand jury, and conviction by a 
petit jury. In case of vacancy the judge of the district court shall have 
the power to appoint a clerk, who shall hold until the office can be filled 
by election. 

Sec. 10. In the trial of all causes in the district courts, the plaintiflf 
or defendant shall, upon application made in open court, have the right 
of trial by jury ; but no jury shall be impaneled in any civil case unless 
demanded by a party to the case, and a jury fee to be paid by the party 
demanding a jury, for such sum and with such exceptions as may be 
prescribed by the Legislature. 

Sec. 11. No judge shall sit in any case wherein he may be interested or where 
either of the parties may be connected with him by affinity or consanguinity, 
within such degree as may be prescribed by law, or where he shall have been coun- 
sel in the case. When the 'supreme court, or the appellate court, or any two of 
the members of either, shall be thus disqualified to hear and determine any case 
or cases id said court, the same shall be certified to the governor of the State, 
who shall immediately commission the requisite number of persons learned in the 
law, for the trial and determination of 'said cause or causes. When a judge of 
tie district court is disqualified by any of the causes above stated, the parties 
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may, by consent, appoint a proper person to try said case; or, upon their failing 
to do so, a competent person may be appointed to try the same in' the county 
where it is pending, in such manner as may be prescribed by law. And the dis- 
trict judges may exchange districts, or hold courts for each other, when they 
may deem it expedient, and shall do so when directed by law. The disqualifica- 
tion of judges of inferior tribimals shall be remedied, and vacancies in their 
offices shall be filled, as prescribed by law. 

Sec. 12. All judges of the supreme court, court of appeals, and district court 
shall, by virtue of their offices, be conservators of the peace throughout the State. 
The style of all writs and process shall be, "The State of Texas." All prosecu- 
tion's shall be carried 'on in the name and by the authority of "The State of 
Texas," and conclude "against the peace and dignity of thle State." [Const. 
1876.] 

[Sees. 11 and 12, Art. 5, declared adopted September 22, 1891.] 

Sec. 11. Xo judge shall sit in any case wherein he may be interested, 
or when eilher of the parties may be connected with him either by aflBnity 
or consanguinity, within such a degree as may be prescribed by law, or 
when he shall have been counsel in the case. When the supreme court, 
the court of criminal appeals, the court of civil appeals, or any mem- 
ber of either, shall be thus disqualified to hear and determine any case or 
cases in said court, the same shall be certified to the Governor of the 
State, who shall immediately commission the requisite number of persons 
learned in the law, for the trial and determination of such cause or 
causes. When a judge of the district court is disqualified by any of the 
causes above stated, the parties may, by consent, appoint a proper person 
to try said case ; or, upon their failing to do so, a competent person may 
be appointed to try the same in the county where it is pending, in such 
manner as may be prescribed by law. And the district judges may 
exchange districts, or hold courts for each other when they may deem it 
exjjedient, and shall do so when required by law. This disqualification 
of judges of inferior tribunals shall be remedied, and vacancies in their 
offices filled, as may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 12. All judges of courts of this State [shall], by virtue of their 
office, be conservators of the peace throughout the State. The style of 
all writs and process shall be, ^^The State of Texas." All prosecutions 
shall be carried on in the name and by authority of the State of Texas, 
and shall conclude "against the peace and dignity of the State.'* 

Sec. 13. Grand and petit juries in the district courts shall be com- 
posed of twelve men; but nine members of a grand jury shall be a quo- 
rum to transact business and present bills. In trials of civil cases and in 
trials of criminal cases below the grade of felony in the district courts, 
nine members of the jury concurring, may render a verdict, but when the 
verdict shall be rendered by less than the whole number, it shall be signed 
by every member of the jury concurring in it. When, pending the trial 
of any case, one or more jurors, not exceeding three, may die, or be dis- 



Constitution op Texas. 27 

abled from sitting, the remainder of the jury shall have the power to 
render the verdict ; provided, that the Legislature may change or modify 
the rule authorizing less than the whole number of the jury to render a 
verdict. 

Sec. 14. The judicial districts in this State and the time of holding 
the courts therein are fixed by ordinance forming part of this constitu- 
tion, until otherwise provided by law. 

Sec. 15. There shall be established in each county in this State a 
county court, which shall be a court of record ; and there shall be elected 
in each county by the qualified voters, a county judge, who shall be well, 
informed in the law of the State, shall be a conservator of the peace, and 
shall hold his office for two years, and until his successor shall be electeS 
and qualified. He shall receive as a compensation for his services such . 
fees and perquisites as may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 16. The county court shall have original jurisdiction of all misdemeanors., 
of which exclusive original jurisdiction is riot given to the justices' court, as the 
same are now or may be hereafter prescribed by law, and when the fine to be 
imposed shall exceed two hundred dollars; and they shall have exclusive original 
jui:isdiction in all dvil cases when the matter in controversy shall exceed in value 
two hundred dollars and not exceed five hundred dollars, exclusive of interest; 
and concurrent jurisdiction with the district courts, when the matter in con- 
troversy shall exceed five hundred and not exceed one thousand dollars, exclusive 
of interest, but shall not have jurisdiction of suits for the recovery of land. 
They shall have appellate jurisdiction in cases, civil and criminal, of which jus- 
tices' courts have original jurisdiction, but of such civil ca'ses only when the judg- 
ment of the court appealed from shall exceed twenty dollars, exclusive of costs, 
under such regulations as may be prescribed by law- In all appeals from jus- 
tices' courts, there shall be a trial de novo in the county court, and when the 
judgment rendered or fine imposed by the county court shall not exceed one hun- 
dred dollars, such trial shall be final; but if the judgment rendered or fine 
imposed shall exceed one hundred dollars, as well as in all cases, civil and crim- 
inal, of which the county court has exclusive or concurrent original jurisdiction, 
an appeal shall lie to the court of appeals, under such regulations as may be pre- 
scribed by law. The county courts shall have the general jurisdiction of a pro- 
bate court. They shall probate wills, appoint guardians of minors, idiots, lunatics, 
persons non compos mentis, and common drunkards, Sfrant letter b testamentary 
and of administration, settle accounts of executors, administrators and guard- - 
ians, transact all business appertaining to the estates of deceased persons, min- 
ors, idiots, luiiatics, person's non compos mentis^ and common «lnjnkards, in- 
cluding the settlement, partition and distribution of estates of deceased persons, 
and to a}. prentice minors as provided by law. And the county courts or judges 
thereof, shall have power to issue writs of mandamus, injunction and all other 
writs necessary to the enforcement of the jurisdiction of said courts ; and to issue 
writs of habeas corpus in cases where the offense charged is within the jurisdic- 
tion of the county court, or any other court or tribunal inferior to said court. 
The county court shall not have criminal jurisdiction in any county where there 
is a criminal district court, unless expressly conferred by law; and in such 
counties appeals from ju'stices' courts and other inferior courts and tribunals, 
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in criminal cases, ahall be to the criminal district courts, under such regula- 
tions as may be prescribed by law, and in all such cases an appeal hall lie from 
such district courts to the court of appeals. Any case pending in the county 
court, which the county judge may be disqualified to try, shall be transferred to 
the district court of the same county for trial; and where there exists any 
cause disqualifying the ^county judge for the trial o fa cause of which the 
county court has jurisdiction, the district court of such county shall have 
original jurisdiction of such cause. [Const. 1876.] 

[Sec. 16, Art. 5, declared adopted September 22, 1891.] 

Seo. 16. The county court shall have original jurisdiction of all mis- 
demeanors of which exclusive original jurisdiction is not given to the 
justices* court as the same is now or may hereafter he prescribed by law, 
and when the fine to be imposed shall exceed $200 ; and they shall have 
exclusive jurisdiction in all civil cases when the matter in controversy 
shall exceed in value $200 and not exceed $500, exclusive of interest ; and 
concurrent jurisdiction with the district court when the matter in con- 
troversy shall exceed $500 and not exceed $1000, exclusive of interest, 
but shall not have jurisdiction of suits for the recovery of land. They 
shall have appellate jurisdiction in cases, civil and criminal, of which 
justices* courts have original jurisdiction, but of such civil cases only 
when the judgment of the court appealed from shall exceed $20, exclusive 
of costs, under such regulations as may be prescribed by law. In all 
appeals from justices* courts there shall be a trial de novo in the county 
court, and appeals may be prosecuted from the final judgment rendered 
in such cases by the county court, as well as all cases, civil and criminal, 
of which the county court has exclusive or concurrent or original juris- 
diction of^ivil appeals in civil cases to the court of civil appeals, and in 
such criminal cases to the court of criminal appeals, with such excep- 
tions and under such regulations as may be prescribed by law. The 
county court shall have the general jurisdiction of a probate court; they 
shall probate wiUs, appoint guardians of minors, idiots, lunatics, persons 
non compos mentis, and common drunkards; grant letters testamentary 
and of administration ; settle accounts of executors ; transact all business 
appertaining to deceased persons, minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non 
compos mentis, and common drunkards, including the settlement, parti- 
tion, and distribution of estates of deceased persons; and to apprentice 
minors as provided by law; and the county court or judge thereof shall 
have power to issue writs of injunction, mandamus, and all writs neces- 
sary to the enforcement of the jurisdiction of said court, and to issue 
writs of habeas corpus in cases where the offense charged is within the 
jurisdiction of the county court, or any other court or tribunal inferior to 
said court. The county court shall not have criminal jurisdiction in any 
county where there is a criminal district court unless expressly conferred 
by law; and in such counties appeals from justices' courts and other infe- 
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rior courts and tribunals in criminal cases shall be to the criminal dis- 
trict court, under such regulations as may be prescribed by law, and in 
all such cases an appeal shall lie from such district couri; to the couri; 
of criminal appeals. When the judge of the county court is disquali- 
fied in any case pending in the county court the pariies interested may by 
consent appoint a proper person to try said case, or upon their failing to 
do so, a competent person may be appointed to try the same in the county 
where it is pending, in such manner as may be perscribed by law. 

Sec. 17. The county court shall hold a term for civil business at least 
once in every two months, and shall dispose of probate business, either 
in term time or vacation, as may be provided by law, and said court shall 
hold a term for criminal business once in every month, as may be pro- 
vided by law. Prosecutions may be commenced in said court by informa- 
tion filed by the county attorney, or by aflSdavit, as may be provided by 
law. Grand juries impaneled in the district courts shall inquire into 
misdemeanors, and all indictments therefor returned into the district 
courts shall forthwith be certified to the county courts, or other inferior 
courts having jurisdiction to try them, for trial ; and if such indictment 
be quashed in the county, or other inferior court, the person charged shall 
-not be discharged if there is probable cause of guilt, but may be held by 
such court or magistrate to answer an information or affidavit. A jury 
in the county court shall consist of six men; but no jury shall be impan- 
eled to try a civil case, unless demanded by one of the parties, who shall 
pay such jury fee therefor, in advance, as may be prescribed by law, 
unless he makes affidavit that he is unable to pay the same. 

Sec. 18. Each organized county in the State, now or hereafter exist- 
ing, shall be divided from time to time, for the convenience of the people, 
into precincts, not less than four and not more than eight. The present 
county courts shall make the first division. Subsequent divisions shall 
be made by the commissioners court provided for by this Constitution. 
In each such precinct there shall be elected, at each biennial election, 
one justice of the peace and one constable, each of whom shall hold his 
office for two years and until his successor shall be elected and qualified ; 
provided, that in any precinct in which there may be a city of eight thou- 
sand or more inhabitants, there shall be elected two justices of the 
peace. Each county shall in like manner be divided into four commis- 
sioners precincts, in each of which there shall be elected by the qualified 
voters thereof one county commissioner, who shall hold his office for two 
years and until his successor shall be elected and qualified. The county 
commissioners so chosen, with the county judge as presiding officer, shall 
compose the county commissioners court, which shall exercise such pow- 
ers and jurisdiction over all county business as is conferred by this Con- 
stitution and the laws of the State, or as may be hereafter prescribed. 



30 Constitution of Texas. "^ 

Seo. 19. Justices of the peace shall have jurisdiction in criminal mat- 
ters of all cases where the penalty or fine to he imposed by law may not 
be more than two hundred dollars, and in civil matters of all cases 
where the amount in controversy is two hundred dollars or less, exclusive 
of interest, of which exclusive original jurisdiction is not given to the 
district or county courts ; and such other jurisdiction, criminal and civile 
as may be provided by law, under such regulations as may be prescribed 
by law; and appeals to the county courts shall be allowed in all cases 
decided in justices' courts where the judgment is for. more than twenty 
dollars, exclusive of costs, and in all criminal cases, under such regula- 
tions as may be prescribed by law. And the justices of the peace shall be 
ex-offlcio notaries public ; and they shall hold their courts at such times 
and places as may be provided by law. 

Sec. 20. There shall be elected for each county, by the qualified 
voters, a county clerk, who shall hold his office for two years, who shall be 
clerk of the county and commissioners courts and recorder of the county, 
whose duties, perquisites and fees of office shall be prescribed by the 
Legislature, and a vacancy in whose office shall be filled by the commis- 
sioners court until the next general election for county and State offi- 
cers; provided, that in counties having a population of less than eight . 
thousand persons, there may be an election of a single clerk, who shall 
perform the duties of district arid county clerks. 

Sec. 21. A county attorney, for counties in which there is not a resi- 
dent criminal district attorney, shall be elected by the qualified voters of 
each county, who shall be comiDissioned by the Governor, and hold his 
office for the term of two years. In case of vacancy the commissioners 
court of the county shall have power to appoint a county attorney until 
the next general election. The county attorney shall represent the State 
in all cases in the district and inferior courts in their respective counties ; 
but if any county shall be included in a district in which there shall be 
a district attorney, the respective duties of district attorneys and county 
attorneys shall, in such counties, be regulated by the Legislature. The 
election may provide for the election of district attorneys in such districts 
as may be deemed necessary and make provision for the compensation 
of district attorneys and county attorneys; provided, district attorneys 
shall receive an annual salary of five hundred dollars, to be paid by the 
State, and such fees, commissions and perquisites as may be provided by 
law. County attorneys shall receive as compensation only such fees, com- 
missions and perquisites as may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 22. The Legislature shall have power, by local or general law, 
to increase, diminish or change the civil and criminal jurisdiction of 
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county courts ; and in cases of any such change or jurisdiction the Legis- 
lature shall also conform the jurisdiction of the other courts to such 
change. 

Sec. 23. There shall be elected by the qualified voters of each county 
a sheriff, who shall hold his office for the terra of two years, whose duties, 
and perquisites, and fees of office, shall be prescribed by the Legislature, 
and vacancies in whose office shall be filled by the commissioners court 
until the next general election for county or State officers. 

Sec. 24. County judges, county attorneys, clerks of the district and 
county courts, justices of the peace, constables, and other county officers, 
may be removed by the judges of the district court for incompetency, 
official misconduct, habitual drunkenness, ou other causes defined by law, 
upon the cause therefor being set forth in writing, and the finding of its 
truth by a jury. 

Sec. 25. The supreme court shall have power to make rules and regulations 
for the government of said court, and the other courts of the State, to regulate 
proceedings and expedite the dispatch of business therein. [Const. 1876.] 

[Sec. 25, Art. 5, declared adopted September 22, 1891.] 

Sec. 25. The supreme court shall have power to make and establish 
rules of procedure, not inconsistent with the laws of the State, for the 
government of said court and the other courts of this State, to expedite 
the dispatch of business therein. 

Sec. 26. The State shall have no right of appeal in criminal cases. 

Sec. 27". The Ijcgislature shall, at its first session, provide for the 
transfer of all business, civil and criminal, pending in district courts, 
over which jurisdiction is given by this Constitution to the county courts 
or other inferior courts, to such county or inferior courts, and for the 
trial or disposition of all such causes by such county or other inferior 
courts. 

Sec. 28. •Vacancies in the offices of judges in the supreme court, of the court of 
appeals, and district court, shall be filed by the Governor until the next succeed- 
ing general election; and vacancies in the office of county judge and justices of 
the peace shall be filled by the commissioners court, until the next general elec- 
tion for such office. [Const. 1876.] 

[Sec. 28, Art. 5, declared adopted September 22, 1891.] 

Sec. 28. Vacancies in the office of judges of the supreme court, the 
court of criminal appeals, the court of civil appeals, and district courts, 
shall be filled by the Governor until the next succeeding general election, 
and vacancies in the office of county judge and justices of the peace shall 
be filled by the commissioners court until the next general election for 
such office. 
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>v^ ^, Kn:. X <i9<rl«T«d adopted September 25, 1883.] 

>^.^' .^>^ r*>»^ vviijjttiv i\>urt shall hold at least four terms for both 
. »* .; uivi i'Wiiijiiil >u;$i»?iss samually^ as may be provided by the Legisla- 

Ui*.\ H n ■ *\\f v^vMJJUiisjiomers court of the county under authority of law, 
A»%Ki viuU oi'K^r L^rtJtt* each year as may be fixed by the commissionerfr 
sCvu* . *M/< Hioii\ the vHHumissioners court of any county having fixed the 
iiuivftv Mi\i muiiLvr of terms of the county court, shall not change the 
><uiu' .if;HiU until the expiration of one year. Said court shall dispose 
vu KOvHue l>utiduet» either in term time or vacation, under such regula- 
uuuH asi iimv be prescribed by law. Prosecutions may be commenced in 
x4ul courtti iix *uch manner as is or may be provided by law, and a jury 
thv'iviu sihdU i.\>n5!ast of six- men. Until otherwise provided, the terms of 
tho cv>uau (.vurt shall be held on the first Mondays in February, May^ 

Vu^Uivt, ami November, and may remain in session three weeks. 

ABTICLE VI. 

SUFFRAGE. 

Si»n.'iio*N 1. The following classes of persons shall not be allowed to 
vote iu thi» State, towit: 

bSi'Kt- Persons under twenty-one years of age. 

Sivond — Idiots and lunatics. 

'Third -All paupers supported by any county. 

b\uirth — All persons convicted of any felony, subject to such excep- 
tioui* as the Ijogislature may make. 

l«^rth — All soldiers, marines and seamen employed in the service of 
the anny of the United States. 

SKi\ ^, Kvery male person subject to none of the foregoing disqualifications, 
who tthHU have attained the age of twenty-one years, and who shall be a citizen of 
tht> United States, and who shall have resided in this State one year next pre- 
viHliug an election, and the last six months within the district or county in which 
he i»rtVrK to vote, shall be deemed a qualified elector; and every male person of 
fuveign birth, subject to none of the foregoing disqualifications, who, at any time 
before an election, shall have declared his intention to become a citizen of the 
Ignited States, in accordance with the federal naturalization laws, and shall have 
resided in this State one year next preceding such election, and the last six, 
niontha in the county in which he offers to vote, shall also be deemed a qualified 
elector; and all electors shall vote in the election precinct of their residence; 
^it'ovided, that electors living in any unorganized county may vote at any election 
precinct in the county to which such county is attached for judicial purposes; 
and provided further, that any voter who is subject to pay a poll tax under the 
laws of the State of Texas shall have paid said tax before he offers to vote at 
any election in this State and hold a receipt showing his poll tax paid before the 
first day of February next preceding such election. Or if said voter shall have 
loKt or misplaced said tax receipt, he shall be entitled to vote upon making affi- 
davit before any officer authorized to administer oaths that such tax receipt has- 
been lost. Such affidavit shall be made in writing and left with the judge of the 
election, and this provision of the Constitution shall be self -enacting without the 
necessity of further legislation. 
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[Sec. 2, Art. 6, declared adopted December 26, 1902.] 

Sec. 2. Every male person subject to none of the foregoing disquali- 
fications, who shall have attained the age of twenty-one years, and who 
shall be a citizen of the United States, and who shall have resided in this 
State one year. next preceding an election, and the last six months within 
the district or county in which he offers to vote, shall be deemed a quali- 
fied elector. And every male person of foreign birth, subject to none of 
the foregoing disqualifications, who, not less than six months before any 
election at which he offers to vote, shall have declared his intention to 
become a citizen of the United States in accordance with the Federal 
naturalization laws, and shall have resided in this State one year next 
preceding such election, and the last six months in the county in which 
he offers to vote, shall also be deemed a qualified elector ; and all electors 
shall vote in the election precinct of their residence ; provided, that elect- 
ors living in any unorganized county may vote at any election precinct 
in the county to which such county is attached for judicial purposes. 

Seo. 3. All qualified electors in the State, as herein described, who 
shall have resided for six months immediately preceding an election 
within the limits of any city or corporate town, shall have the right to 
vote for mayor and all other elective officers; but in all elections to 
determine expenditure of money or assumption of debt, only those shall 
be qualified to vote who pay taxes on property in said city or incorpo- 
rated town; provided, that no poll tax for the payment of debts thus 
incurred shall be levied upon the persons debarred from voting in rela- 
tion thereto. 

Sec. 4. In all elections by the people the votes shall be by ballot, and the Legis- 
lature shall provide for the numbering of tickets, and make such other regula- 
tion's as may be necessary to detect and punish fraud, and preserve thje purity of 
the ballot box; but no law shall ever be enacted requiring a registration of the 
voters of this State. [Const. 1876.] 

[Sec. 4, Art. 6, declared adopted September 22, 1891.] 

Seo. 4. In all elections by the people the vote shall be by ballot, and 
the Legislature shall provide for the numbering of tickets and make such 
other regulations as may be necessary to detect and punish fraud and 
preserve the purity of the ballot-box; and the Legislature may provide 
by law for the registration of all voters in all cities containing a popula- 
tion of ten thousand inhabitants or more. 

Sec. 5. Voters shall, in all cases, except treason, felony or^breach of 
the peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance at elections, 
and in going to and returning therefrom. 

ARTICLE VII. 

EDUCATION — THE PUBLIC FREE SCHOOLS. 

Section 1. A general diffusion of knowledge being essential to the 
preservation of the liberties and rights of the people, it shall be the duty 
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of the Legislature of the State to establish and make suitable provision 
for support and maintenance of an eflBcient system of public free schools. 
Sec. 2. All funds, lands and other property heretofore set apart and 
appropriated for the support of public schools all the alternate sections 
of land reserved by the State out of grants heretofore made or that may 
hereafter be made to railroads or other corporations, of any nature what- 
soever one-half of the public domain of the State, and all sums of money 
that may come to the State from the sale of any portion of the same, shall 
constitute a perpetual public school fund. 

Sec. 3. There shall be set apart annually not more than one-fourth of the gen- 
eral revenue of the State, and a poll tax of one dollar on all male inhabitants in 
this State between the ages of twenty-one and sixty years, for the benefit of the 
public free schools. [Const. 1876.] 

[Sec. 3, Art. 7, declared adopted September 26, 1883.] 

' Sec. 3. One-fourth of the revenue derived from the State occupation 
taxes, and a poll tax of one dollar on every male inhabitant of this State 
between the ages of twenty-one and sixty years, shall be set apart annu- 
ally for the benefit of the public free schools, and, in addition thereto, 
there shall be levied and collected an annual ad valorem State tax of such 
an amount, not to exceed twenty cents on the one hundred dollars valua- 
tion, as, with the available school fund arising from all other sources, 
will be sufficient to maintain and support the public free schools of this 
State for a period of not less than six months in each year; and the Legis- 
lature may also provide for the formation of school districts within all or 
any of the counties of this State, by general or special law, without the 
local notice required in other cases of special legislation, and may^ author- 
ize an additional annual ad valorem tax to be levied and collected within 
such school districts for the further maintenance of public free schools 
and the erection of school buildings therein ; provided, that two-thirds of 
the qualified property tax-paying voters of the district, voting at an elec- 
tion to be held for that purpose, shall vote such tax, not to exceed in any 
one year twenty cents on the one hundred dollars valuation of the prop- 
erty subject to taxation in such district, but the limitation upon the 
amount of district tax herein authorized shall not apply to incorporated 
cities or towns constituting separate and independent school districts. 

Sec. 4. The lands herein set apart to the public free school fund shall be sold 
under such regulations, at such times and on such terms as may be prescribed 
by law; and the legislature shall not have power to grant any relief to the pur- 
chasers thereof. The comptroller shall invest the proceeds of such sales, and of 
those heretofore made, as may be directed by the board of education herein pro- 
vided for, in the bonds of this State, if the same can be obtained, otherwise in 
United States bonds; and the United States bonds now belonging to said fund 
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shall likewise be invested in State bonds, if the same can be obtained on terms 
advantageous to the school fund. [Const. 1876.] 

[Sec. 4, Art. 7, declared adopted September 25, 1883.] 

Sec. 4. The lands herein set apart to the public free school fund 
shall be sold under such regulations, at such times, and on such terms as 
may be prescribed by law; and the Legislature shall not have power to 
grant any relief to purchasers thereof. The Comptroller shall invest the 
proceeds of such sales, and of those heretofore made, as may be directed 
by the Board of Education herein provided for, in the b(knds of the 
United States, the State of Texas, or counties in such State, or in such 
other securities, and under such restrictions as may be prescribed by law; 
and the State shall be held responsible for all investments. 

Sec. 6. The principal of all bonds and other fimds, and the principal arising 
from the sale of lands hereinbefore set apart to said school fund, shall be the 
permanent school fund; and all the interest derivable therefrom and the taxes 
herein authorized and levied shall be the available school fund, which shall be 
applied annually to the support of the public free schools. And no law shall ever 
be enacted appropriating any part of the permanent or available school fund to 
any other purpose whatever; nor shall the same, or any part thereof, ever be 
appropriated to or used for the support of any sectarian school; and the avail- 
able school fund herein provided shall be distributed to the several counties 
according to their ^holastic population and applied in manner as may be pro- 
vided by law. [Const. 1876.] • 

[Sec. 5, Art. 7, declared adopted September 22, 1891.] 

Sec. 5. The principal of all bonds and other funds, and the principal 
arising from the sale of the lands hereinbefore set apart to said school 
fund, shall be the permanent school fund ; and all the interest derivable 
therefrom and the taxes herein authorized and levied shall be the avail- 
able school fund, to which the Legislature may add not exceeding one 
per cent annually of the total value of the permanent school fund ; such 
value to be ascertained by the Board of Education until otherwise pro- 
vided by law; and the available school fund shall be applied annually to 
the support of the public free schools. And no law shall ever be enacted 
appropriating any part of the permanent or available school fund to any 
other purpose whatever; nor shall the same or any part thereof ever be 
appropriated to or used for the support of any sectarian school ; and the 
available school fund herein provided shall be distributed to the several 
counties according to their scholastic population and applied in such 
manner as may be provided by law. 

Sec. 6. All lands heretofore or hereafter granted to the several counties of this 
State for education, or schools, are of right the property of said counties respect- 
ively to which they were granted, and title thereto is vested in said counties, 
and no adverse possession or limitation shall ever be available against the title 
8— Man. 
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of any county. £ach county may sell or dispose of its lands in whole or in part^ 
in manner to be provided by the commissioners court of the county. Actual 
settlers residing on said lands shall be protected in the prior right of purchasing 
the same to the extent of their settlement, not to exceed one hundred and sixty 
acres, at the price fixed by said court, whiich price shall not include the value of 
existing improvements made thereon by such settlers. Said lands and the pro- 
ceeds thereof, when sold, shall be held by said counties alone as a trust for the 
benefit of public schools therein; said proceeds to be invested in bonds of the 
State of Texas, or of the United States, and only the interest thereon to be used 
and expanded annually. [Const. 1876.] 

[Sec. 6, Art. 7, declared adopted September 25, 1883.] 

Sec. 6- All lands heretofore or hereafter granted to the several coun- 
ties of this State for educational purposes, are of right the property of 
said counties respectively to which they were granted, and title thereto 
is vested in said counties, and no adverse possession or limitation shall 
ever be available against the title of any county. Each county may sell 
or dispose of its lands in whole or in part, in manner to be provided by 
the commissioners court of the county. Actual settlers residing on said 
land shall be protected in the prior ri^ht of purchasing the same to the 
extent of their settlement, not to exceed one hundred and sixty acres, at 
the price fixed by said court, which price shall not include the value of 
existing improvements made thereon by such settlers. Said lands, and 
the proceeds thereof, when sold, shall be held by said counties alone as a 
trust for the benefit of public free schools therein; said proceeds to be 
invested in bonds of the United States, the State of Texas, or counties in 
said State, or in such other securities, and under such restrictions as may 
be prescribed by law ; and the counties shall be responsible for all invest- 
ments ; the interest thereon and other revenue, except the principal, shall 
be available fund. 

Sec. 7. Separate schools shall be provided for the white and colored 
children, and impartial provision shall be made for both. 

Sec. 8. The Governor, Comptroller and Secretary of State shall 
constitute a board of education, who shall distribute said funds to the 
several counties and perform such other duties concerning public schools 
as may be prescribed by law. 

ASYLUMS. 

Sec. 9. All lands heretofore granted for the benefit of the lunatic, 
blind, deaf and dumb, and orphan asylums, together with such donations 
as may have been or may hereafter be made to either of them, respec- 
tively, as indicated in the several grants, are hereby set apart to provide 
a permanent fund for the support, maintenance and improvement of said 
asylums. And the Legislature may provide for the sale of the lands 
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and the investment of the proceeds in maimer as provided for the sale- 
and the investment of school lands in section four of this article. 

UNIVERSITY. 

Sec. 10. The Legislature shall, as soon as practicable, establish^ 
organize and provide for the maintenance, support and direction of a 
university of the first class, to be located by a vote of the people of this^ 
State and styled "The University of Texas," for the promotion of liter- 
ature and the arts and sciences, including an agricultural and mechanical 
department. 

Sec. 11. ' In order to enable the Legislature to perform the duties set 
forth in the foregoing section, it is hereby declared that ^11 lands and 
other property heretofore set apart and appropriated for the establish- 
ment and maintenance of "The University of Texas," together with all 
the proceeds of sales of the same, heretofore made or hereafter to be 
made, and all grants, donations and appropriations that may hereafter 
be made by the State of Texas, or from any other source, shall constitute- 
and become a permanent university fund. And the same as realized and 
received into the treasury of the State (together with such sum belong- 
ing to the fund as may now be in the treasury), shall be invested in 
bonds of the State of Texas, if the same can be obtained; if not, then 
in United States bonds; and the interest accruing thereon shall be sub- 
ject to appropriation by the Legislature to accomplish the purpose 
declared in the foregoing section; provided, that the one-tenth of the 
alternate sections of the lands granted to railroads, reserved by the State, 
which were set apart and appropriated to the establishment of "The Uni- 
versity of Texas," by an act of the Legislature of February 11, 1858, 
entitled "An Act to establish ^The University of Texas,' " shall not be- 
included in or constitute a part of the permanent university fund. 

Sec. 12. The land herein set apart to the university fund shall be 
sold under such regulations, at such times and on such terms as may be 
provided by law; and the Legislature shall provide for the prompt col- 
lection, at maturity, of all debts due on account of university lands 
heretofore sold, or that may hereafter be sold, and shall in neither event 
have the power to grant relief to the purchasers. 

Sec. 13. The Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, estab- 
lished by an act of the I^egislature, passed April 17, 1871, located in the 
county of Brazos, is hereby made and constituted a branch of the Uni- 
versity of Texas, for instruction in agriculture, the mechanic arts and 
the natural sciences connected therewith. And the Legislature shall at 
its next session make an appropriation not to exceed forty thousand dol- 
lars, for the construction and completion of the buildings and improve- 
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ments, and for providing the furniture necessary to put said college in 
immediate and successful operation. 

Sec. 14. The Legislature shall, also, when deemed practicable, estab- 
lish and provide for the maintenance of a college or branch university 
for the instruction of the colored youths of the State, to be located by a 
vote of the people; provided, that no tax shall be levied and no money 
appropriated out of the general revenue, either for this purpose or for 
the establishment and erection of the buildings of the Uiniversity of 
Texas. 

Sec. 15. In addition to the lands heretofore granted to the Univer- 
sity of Texas, there is hereby set apart and appropriated, for the endow- 
ment, maintenance and support of said imiversity and its branches, one 
million acres of the unappropriated public domain of the State, to be des- 
ignated and surveyed as may be provided by law; and said lands shall 
be sold under the same regulations and the proceeds invested in the same 
manner as Is provided for the sale and investment of the permanent uni- 
versity fund ; and the Legislature shall not have the power to grant any 
relief to the purchasers of said lands. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

TAXATION AND REVENUE. 

Section 1. Taxation shall be equal and uniform. All property in 
this Sti^te, whether owned by natural persons or corporations, other than 
mimicipal, shall be taxed in proportion to its value, which shall be ascer- 
tained as may be provided by law. The Legislature may impose a poll 
tax. It may also impose occupation taxes, both upon natural persons 
and upon corporations other than municipal, doing any business in this 
State. It may also tax incomes of both natural persons and corpora- 
tions, other than municipal, except that persons engaged in mechanical 
and agricultural pursuits shall never be required to pay an occupation 
tax ; provided, that two hundred and fifty dollars worth of household and 
kitchen furniture belonging to each family in this State, shall be exempt 
from taxation, and provided further, that the occupation tax levied by 
any county, city or town, for any year, on persons or corporations pursu- 
ing any profession or business, shall not exceed one-half of the tax levied 
by the State for the same period on such profession or business. 

Sec. 2. All occupation taxes shall be equal and uniform upon the 
same class of subjects within the limits of the authority levying the tax; 
but the Legislature may, by general laws, exempt from taxation public 
property used for public purposes; actual places of religious worship; 
places of burial not held for private or corporate profit; all buildings 
used exclusively and owned by persons or associations of persons for 
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school purposes (and the necessary furniture of all schools), and institu- 
tions of purely public charity, and all laws exempting property from tax- 
ation, other than the above property, shall be void. 

Sec. 3. Taxes shall be levied and collected by general laws and for 
public purposes only. 

Sec. 4. The power to tax corporations and corporate property shall 
not be surrendered or suspended by any act of the Legislature, by any 
contract or grant to which the State shall be a party. 

Sec. 5. All property of railroad companies, of whatever description, 
lying or being within the limits of any city or incorporated town within 
this State, shall bear its proportionate share of municipal taxation, and 
if any such property shall not have been heretofore rendered, the author- 
ities of t6e city or tovm within which it lies shall have power to require 
its rendition, and collect the usual municipal tax thereon, as on other 
property lying within said municipality. 

Sec. 6. No money shall be dravm from the treasury but in pursuance 
of specific appropriations made by law; nor shall any appropriations of 
money be made for a longer term than two years, except by the first 
Legislature to assemble under this Constitution, which may make the 
necessary appropriations to carry on the government until the assemblage 
of the Sixteenth Legislature. 

Seo. 7. The Legislature shall not have power to borrow, or in any 
manner divert from its purpose, any special fund that may, or ought to, 
come into the treasury ; and shall make it penal for any person or persons 
to borrow, withhold, or to in any manner divert from its purpose, any 
special fund, or any part thereof. 

Sec. 8. All property of railroad companies shall be assessed, and the 
taxes collected in the several counties in which said property is situated, 
including so much of the roadbed and fixtures as shall be in each county. 
The rolling stock may be assessed in gross in the county where the prin- 
cipal office of the company is located, and the county tax paid upon it 
shall be apportioned by the Comptroller, in proportion to the distance 
such road may run through any such county, among the several counties 
through which the road passes, as a part of their tax assets. 

Sec. 9. The State tax on property, exclusive of the tax necessary to pay the 
public debt, shall never exceed fifty cents on the one hundred dollars valuation; 
and no county, city or town shall levy more than one-half of 'said State tax, 
except for the payment of debts already incurred, and for the erection of public 
building not to exceed fifty cents on the one hundred dollars in any one year, 
and except as in this Constitution is otherwise provided. [Const. 1876.] 

Sec. 9. The State tax on property, exclusive of the tax necessary to pay the 
public debt, and of the taxes provided for the benefit of public free schools, shall 
never exceed thirty-five cents on the one hundred dollars valuation ; and no county, 
city or town shall levy more than twenty-five cents for city or county purposes, 
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-and not to exceed fifteen cents for roads and bridges, on the one hundred dollars 
valuation, except for the payment of debts incurred prior to the adoption of this 
amendment, and for the erection of public buildings, street, sewer and other per- 
manent improvements, not to exceed twenty-five cents on the one hundred dollars 
valuation in any one year, and except as is in this Constitution otherwise pro- 
vided. [Amendment 1883.] 

[SeC. 9, Art. 8, declared adopted December 19, 1890.] 

Sec. 9. The State tax on property, exclusive of the tax necessary to 
pay the public debt and of the taxes provided for the benefit of public 
free schools, shall never exceed thirty-five cents on the one hundred dol- 
lars valuation ; and no county, city or town shall levy more than twenty- 
five cents for city or county purposes, and not exceeding fifteen cents for 
roads and bridges on the one hundred (J^Uars valuation, except for the 
payment of debts incurred prior to the adoption of the amendment, Sep- 
tember 25, A. D. 1883 ; and for the erection of public buildings, streets, 
sewers, water works, and other permanent improvements, not to exceed 
twenty-five cents on the one hundred dollars valuation in any one year, 
and except as is in this Constitution otherwise provided ; and the Legisla- 
ture may also authorize an additional annual ad valorem tax to be levied 
and collected for the further maintenance of the public roads ; provided, 
that a majority of the qualified property tax-paying voters of the county, 
voting at an election to be held for that purpose, shall vote such tax, not 
to exceed fifteen cents on the one hundred dollars valuation of the prop- 
erty subject to taxation in such county. And the Legislature may pass 
local laws for the maintenance of public roads and highways without the 
local notice required for special or local laws. 

Sec. 10. The Legislature shall have no power to release the inhabit- 
ants of, or property in, any county, city or town, from the payment of 
taxes levied for State or county purposes, unless in case of great public 
calamity in any such county, city or town, when such release may be 
made by a vote of two-thirds of each house of the Legislature. 

Sec. 11. All property, whether owned by persons or corporations, 
shall be assessed for taxation and the taxes paid in the county where sit- 
uated, but the Lcrgislature may by a two-thirds vote authorize the pay- 
ment of taxes of non-residents of counties to be riiade at the office of the 
Comptroller of Public Accounts. And all lands and other property not 
rendered for taxation by the owner thereof shall be assessed at its fair 
value by the proper officer. 

Sec. 12. All property subject to taxation in, and owned by residents 
of unorganized counties, shall be assessed and the taxes thereon paid in 
the counties to which such unorganized counties shall be attached for 
judicial purposes; and lands lying in and owned by non-residents of 
unorganized counties, and lands lying in the territory not laid off into 
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■counties shall be assessed and the taxes thereon collected at the office of 
the Comptroller of the State. 

Sec. 13. Provision shall be made by the first Legislature for the 
speedy sale of a sufficient portion of all lands and other property for the 
taxes due thereon, and every year thereafter for the sale of all lands and 
other property upon which the taxes have not been paid, and the deed of 
conveyance to the purchaser for all lands and other property thus sold 
shall be held to vest a good and perfect title in the purchaser thereof, 
subject to be impeached only for actual fraud ; provided, that the former 
owner shall within two years from- date of purchaser's deed, have the 
right to redeem the land upon the payment of double the amount of 
money paid for the land. 

Sec. 14. There shall be elected by the qualified electors of each 
county, at the same time and under the same law regulating the election 
of State and county officers, an assessor of taxes, who shall hold his office 
for two years and until his successor is elected and qualified. 

Sec. 15. The annual assessment made upon landed property shall be 
a special lien thereon, and all property, both real and personal, belonging 
to any delinquent tax-payer shall be liable to seizure and sale for the 
payment of all the taxes and penalties due by such delinquent; and such 
property may be sold for the payment of the taxes and penalties due by 
such delinquent, under such regulations as the Legislature may provide. 

Sec. 16. The sheriff of each county, in addition to his other duties, 
shall be the collector of taxesHherefor. But in counties having ten thou- 
sand inhabitants, to be determined by the last preceding census of the 
United States, a collector of taxes shall be elected, to hold office for two 
years and until his successor shall be elected and qualified. 

Sec. 17. The specification of the objects and subjects of taxation shall 
not deprive the Legislature of the power to require other subjects or 
objects to be taxed, in such manner as may be consistent with the princi- 
ples of taxation fixed in this Constitution. 

Sec. 18. The Legislature shall provide for equalizing, as near as may 
be, the valuation of all property subject to or rendered for taxation (the 
county commissioners court to constitute a board of equalization) ; and 
may also provide for the classification of all lands with reference to their 
value in the several counties. 

[Sec. 19, Art. 8, declared adopted October 14, 1879.] 

Sec. 19. Farm products in the hands of the producer and family sup- 
plies for home and farm use, are exempt from all taxation until other- 
wise directed by a two-thirds vote of all the members elect of both houses 
of the Legislature. 
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AKTICLE IX. 

COUNTIES. 

Section 1. The Legislature shall have power to create counties for 
the convenience of the people, subject to 'the following provisions : 

First. In the territory of the State exterior to all counties now exist- 
ing, no new counties shall be created with a less area than nine hundred 
square miles, in a square f orni, unless prevented by pre-existing boundary 
lines. Should the State lines render this impracticable in border coun- 
ties, the area may be less. The territory referred to liiay, at any time, in 
whole or in part, be divided into counties in advance of population, and 
attached for judicial and land surveying purposes, to the most conven- 
ient organized county or counties. 

Second. Within the territory of any county or counties now existing, 
no new county shall be created with a less area than seven hundred square 
miles, nor shall any such county now existing be reduced to a less area 
than seven hundred square miles. No new counties shall be created so as 
to approach nearer than twelve miles of any county seat of any county ^ 
from which it may, in whole or in part, be taken. Counties of a less area 
than nine hundred, but of seven hundred or more square miles, within 
counties now existing, may be created by a two-thirds vote of each house 
of the Legislature, taken by yeas and nays, and entered on the journals. 
Any county now existing may be reduced to an area of not less than seven 
hundred square miles by a like two-thirds vote. When any part of a 
county is stricken off and attached to or created into another county, the 
part stricken off shall be holden for and obliged to pay its proportion of 
all the liabilities then existing of the county from which it was taken, 
in such manner as may be prescribed by law. 

Third. No part of any existing county shall be detached from it and 
attached to another existing county until the proposition for such change 
shall have been submitted, in such maimer as may be provided by law, 
to a vote of the electors of both counties, and shall have received a 
majority of those voting on the question in each. 

COUNTY SEATS. 

Sec. 2. The Legislature shall pass laws regulating the manner of 
removing county seats, but no county seat situated within five miles of 
the geographical center of the county shall be removed except by a vote of 
two-thirds of all the electors voting on the subject. A majority of such 
electors, however, voting at such election, may remove a county seat from 
a point more than five miles from the geographical center of the county 
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to a point within five miles of such center, in either case the center to be 
determined by a certificate from the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office. 

ARTICLE X. 



RAILROADS. 

Section 1. Any railroad corporation or association, organized under 
the law for the purpose, shall have the right to construct and operate a 
railroad between any points within this State, and to connect at the State 
line with railroads of other States. Every railroad company shall have 
the right with its road, to intersect, connect with or cross any other rail- 
road ; and shall receive and transport each the other's passengers, tonnage 
and cars, loaded or empty, without delay or discrimination, under such 
regulations as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 2. Railroads heretofore constructed, or that may hereafter be constructed 
in this State, are hereby declared public highways, and railroad companies com- 
mon carriers. The legislature shall pass laws to correct abuses and prevent 
unjust discrimination and extortion in the rates of freight and passenger tariffs 
on the different railroads in this State; and shall from time to time pass laws 
establishing reasonable maximum rates of charges for the ^transportation of pas- 
sengers and freight on 'said railroads, and enforce all such laws by adequate pen- 
alties. [Conig;. 1876.] 

[Sec. 2, Art. 10, declared adopted December 19, 1890.] 

Sec. 2. Eailroada heretofore constructed or which may hereafter be 
constructed in this State are hereby declared public highways and rail- 
road companies common carriers. The Legislature shall pass laws to reg- 
ulate railroad freight and passenger tariffs, to correct abuses, and prevent 
unjust discrimination and extortion in the rates of freight and passenger 
tariffs on the different railroads in this State, and enforce the same by 
adequate penalties; and to the further accomplishment of these objects 
and purposes may provide and establish all requisite means and agencies 
invested with such powers as may be deemed adequate and advisable. 

Sec. 3. Every railroad or other corporation^ organized or doing busi- 
ness in this State under the laws or authority threof, shall have and 
maintain a public ofl&ce or place in this State for the transaction of its 
business, where transfers of stock shall be made, and where shall be kept, 
for inspection by the stockholders of such corporations, books, in which 
shall be recorded the amount of capital stock subscribed, the names of 
the owners of the stock, the amount owned by them respectively, the 
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amount of stock paid, and by whom, the transfer of said stock, with the 
date of the transfer, the amount of its assets and liabilities, and the 
names and places of residence of its officers. The directors of every rail- 
road company shall hold one meeting annually in this State, public notice 
of which shall be given thirty days previously and the president or super- 
intendent shall report annually under oath to the Comptroller or Gov- 
ernor their acts and doings whidi report shall include such matters 
relating to railroads as may be prescribed by law. The Legislature shall 
pass laws enforcing by suitable penalties the provisions of this section. 

Sec. 4. The rolling stock and all other movable property belonging 
to any railroad company or corporation in this State shall be considered 
personal property, and its real and personal property, or any part thereof, 
shall be liable to execution and sale in the same manner as the property 
of individuals; and the Legislature shall pass no laws exempting any 
such property from execution and sale. 

Sec. 5. No railroad or other corporation, or the lessees, purchasers or 
managers of any railroad corporation, shall consolidate the stock, prop- 
erty or franchises of such corporation with, or lease or purchase the works 
or franchises of, or in any way control any railroad corporation owning 
or having under its control a parallel or competing line; nor shall any 
officer of such railroad corporation act as an officer of any other railroad 
corporation owning or having the control of a parallel or competing line. 

Sec. 6. No railroad company organized under the laws of this State 
shall consolidate by private or judicial sale or otherwise with any railroad 
company organized under the laws of any other State or of the United 
States. 

Sec. 7. No law shall be passed by the Legislature granting the right 
to construct and operate a street railroad within any city, town or vil- 
lage, or upon any public highway without first acquiring the consent of 
the local authorities having control of the street or highway proposed to 
be occupied by such street railroad. 

Sec. 8. No railroad corporation in existence at the time of the adop- 
tion of this Constitution shall have the benefit of any future legislation 
except on condition of complete acceptance of all the provisions of this 
Constitution applicable to railroads. 

Sec. 9. No railroad hereafter constructed in this State shall pass 
within a distance of three miles of any county seat without passing 
through the same, and establishing and maintaining a depot therein, 
unless prevented by natural obstacles, such as streams, hills or moun- ' 
tains; provided, such town or its citizens shall grant the right of way 
through its limits and a sufficient ground for ordinary depot purposes. 
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AETICLE XI. 

MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS. 

Section 1. The several cottnties of this State are hereby recognized 
as legal sub-divisions of the State. 

Sec. 2. The construction of jails, court houses and bridges, and the 
establishment of county poor houses and farms and the laying out, con- 
struction and repairing of county roads, shall be provided for by general 
laws. 

Sec. 3. No county, city or other municipal corporation shall here- 
after become a subscriber to the capital of any private corporation or 
association, or make any appropriation or donation to the same, or in 
any wise loan its credit; but this shall not be construed to in any way 
affect any obligation heretofore undertaken pursuant to law. 

Sfec. 4. Cities and towns having a population of ten thousand inhab- 
itants or less, may be chartered alone by general law. They may levy, 
assess and collect an annual tax to defray the current expenses of their 
local government, but such tax shall never exceed, for any one year, one- 
fourth of one per c^nt., and shall be collectible only in current money. 
And all license and occupation tax levied, and all fines, forfeitures, pen- 
alties and other dues accruing to cities and towns, shall be collectible 
only in current money. 

Sec. 5. Cities having more than ten thousand inhabitants may have 
their charters granted or amended by special act of the Legislature, and 
may levy, assess and collect such taxes as may be authorized by law, but 
no tax for any purpose shall ever be lawful, for any one year, which shall 
exceed two and one-half per cent, of the taxable property of such city; 
and no debt shall ever be created by any city unless at the same time 
provision be made to assess and collect annually a sufficient sum to pay 
the interest thereon and create a sinking fund of at least two per cent, 
thereon. 

Sec. 6. Counties, cities and towns are authorized, in such mode as 
may now or may hereafter be provided by law, to levy, assess and collect 
the taxes necessary to pay the interest and provide a sinking fund to sat- 
isfy any indebtedness heretofore legally made and undertaken; but all 
such taxes shall be assessed and collected separately from that levied, 
assessed and collected for current expenses of municipal government, and 
shall, when levied, specify in the act of levying the purpose therefor, and 
such taxes may be paid in the coupons, bonds or other indebtedness for 
the payment of which such tax may have been levied. 

Sec. 7. All counties and cities bordering on the coast of the Gulf of 
Mexico are hereby authorized, upon a vote of two-thirds of the tax-payers 
therein (to be ascertained as may be provided by law), to levy and collect 
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such tax for construction of sea walls, breakwaters or sanitary purposes, 
as may be authorized by law, and may create a debt for such works and 
issue bonds in evidence thereof. But no debt for any purpose shall ever 
be incurred in any maimer by any city or county unless provision is 
made, at the time of creating the same, for levying and collecting a suffi- 
cient tax to pay the interest thereon and provide at least two per cent, 
as a sinking fund; and the condemnation of the right of way for the 
erection of such works shall be fully provided for. 

Sec. 8. The counties and cities on the gulf coast being subject to 
calamitous overflows, and a very large proportion of the general revenue 
being derived from those otherwise prosperous localities, the Legislature 
is especially authorized to aid, by donation of such portion of the public 
domain as may be deemed proper, and in such mode as may be provided 
by law, the construction of sea walls, or breakwaters, such aid to be pro- 
portioned to the extent and value of the works constructed or to be' con- 
structed in any locality. 

Sec. 9. The property of counties, cities and towns owned and held 
only for public purposes, such as public buildings and the sites therefor, 
fire engines and the furniture thereof, and all property used or intended 
for extinguishing fires, public grounds and all other property devoted 
exclusively to the use and benefit of the public, shall be exempt from 
forced sale and from taxation; provided, nothing herein shall prevent 
the enforcement of the vendor's lien, the mechanic's or builder's lien, or 
other liens now existing. 

Sec. 10. The Legislature may constitute any city or town a separate 
and independent school district. And when the citizens of any city or 
town have a charter, authorizing the city authorities to levy and collect 
a tax for the support and maintenance of a public institution of learn- 
ing, such tax may hereafter be levied and collected, if, at an election held 
for that purpose, two-thirds of the tax-payers of such city or town shall 
vote for such tax. 

ARTICLE XII. 

private corporations. 

Section 1. No private corporation shall be created except by general 
law. 

Sec. 2. General laws shall be enacted providing for the creation of 
private corporations, and shall therein provide fully for the adequate 
protection of the public and of the individual stockholders. 

Sec. 3. The right to authorize and regulate freight, tolls, wharfage, 
or fares, levied and collected or proposed to be levied and collected by 
individuals, companies or corporations for the use of highways, landings. 
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wharves, bridges and ferries, devoted to public use, has never been and 
never shall be relinquished or abandoned by the State, but shall always 
be under legislative control and depend upon legislative authority. 

Sec. 4. The first Legislature assembled after the adoption of this 
Constitution shall provide a mode of procedure by the Attorney General 
and district or county attorneys, in the name and behalf of the State, 
to prevent and punish the demanding and receiving or collection of any 
and all charges, as freight, wharfage, fares or tolls, for the use of prop- 
erty devoted to the public, unless the same shall have been specially 
authorized by law. 

Sec. 5. All laws granting the right to demand and collect freights, 
fares, tolls or wharfage, shall at all times be subject to amendment, mod- 
ification, or repeal by the Legislature. 

Sec. 6. No corporation shall issue stock or bonds except for money 
paid, labor done, or property actually received, and all fictitious increase 
of stock or indebtedness shall be void. 

Sec. 7. Nothing in this article shall be construed to divest or aflEect 
rights guaranteed by any existing grant or statute, of this State, or oJ 
the Eepublic of Texas. 

AETICLE XIII. 

SPANISH AND MEXICAN LAND TITLES. 

Section 1. All fines, penalties, forfeitures and escheats, which have 
heretofore accrued to the Bepublic and State of Texas, under their con- * 
stitutions and laws, shall accrue to the State under this Constitution; 
and the Legislature shall provide a method for determining what lands 
have been forfeited, and for giving effect to escheats ; and all such rights 
of forfeiture and escheat to the State shall, ipso facto, inure to the pro- 
tection of the innocent holders of junior titles, as provided in Sections 
2, 3 and 4 of this article. 

Sec. 2. Any claim of title or right to land in Texas, issued prior to 
the 13th day of November, 1835, not duly recorded in the county where 
the land was situated at the time of such record; or not duly archived 
in the General Land OflBce ; or not in the actual possession of the grantee 
thereof, or some person claiming under him, prior to the accruing of 
junior title thereto from the sovereignty of the soil, under circumstances 
reasonably calculated to give notice to said junior grantee, has never 
had, and shall not have, standing or effect against such junior title, or 
color of title, acquired without such actual notice of such prior claim of 
title or right ; and no condition annexed to such grants, nor archived, or 
recorded, or occupied as aforesaid, has been, or ever shall be released or 
waived, but actual performance of all such conditions shall be proved by 
the person or persons claiming under such title or claim of right in order 
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to maintain action thereon, and the holder of such junior title, or color 
of title, shall have the rights of the government which have hereto- 
fore existed, or now exist, arising from the non-performance of all such 
conditions. 

Sec. 3. Non-payment of taxes on any claim of title to land dated 
prior to the 13th day of November, 1835, not recorded or archived, as 
provided in Section 2, by the person or persons so claiming, or those 
under whom he or they so claim, from that date up to the date of the 
adoption of this Constitution shall be held to be a presumption that the 
right thereto has reverted to the State, and that said claim is a stale 
demand, which presumption shall only be rebutted by payment of all 
taxes on said lands. State, county, and city or town, to be assessed on the 
fair value of such lands by the Comptroller, and paid to him, without 
commutation or deduction for any part of the above period. 

Sec. 4. No claim of title or right to land, which issued prior to the 
13th day of November, 1835, which has not been duly recorded in the 
county where the land was situated at the time of such record, or which 
has not been duly archived in the General Land Office, shall ever here- 
after be deposited in the General Land Office, or recorded in this State, 
or delineated on the maps, or used as evidence in any of the courts of 
this State, and the same are stale claims; but this shall not affect such 
rights or presumptions as arise from actual possession. By the words, 
^^duly recorded," as used in Sections 2 and 4 of this article, it is meant 
that such claim of title or right to land shall have been recorded in the 
proper office, and that mere errors in the certificate of registration, or 
informality, not affecting the fairness and good faith of the holder 
thereof, with which the record was mad6, shall not be held to vitiate 
such record. 

Sec. 5. All claims, locations, surveys, grants and titles of any kind 
which are declared null and void by the Constitution of the Eepublic or 
State of Texas, are, and the same shall remain null and void. 

Sec. 6. The Legislature shall pass stringent laws for the detection 
and conviction of all forgers of land titles, and may make such appro- 
priations of money for that purpose as may be necessary. 

Sec. 7. Sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 of this article shall not be so construed 
aato set aside or repeal any law or laws of the Eepublic or State of Texas, 
releasing the claimants of headrights of colonists of a league of land, or 
less, fi:om compliance with the conditions on which their grants were 
made. 

AETICLE XIA^ 

PUBLIC LANDS AND LAND OFFICE. 

Section 1. There shall be one General Land Office in the State, which 
shall be at the seat of government, where all land titles which have ema- 
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Bated or may hereafter emanate from the State shall be registered, except 
those titles the registration of which may be prohibited by this Consti- 
tution. It shall be the duty of the Legislature at the earliest practicable 
time to make the Land Office self-sustaining, and from time to tin;ie the 
Legislature may establish such subordinate offices as may be deemed 
necessary. 

Sec. 2. All unsatisfied genuine land certificates barred by Section 4, 
Article 10, of the Constitution of 1869, by reason of the holders or own- 
ers thereof failing to have them surveyed and returned to the Land Office 
by the first day of January, 1875, are hereby revived. All unsatisfied gen- 
uine land certificates now in existence shall be surveyed and returned to 
the General Land Office within five years after the adoption of this Con- 
stitution, or be forever barred ; and all genuine land certificates hereafter 
issued by the State shall be surveyed and returned to the General Land 
Office within five years after issuance, or be forever barred: provided^ 
that all genuine land certificates heretofore or hereafter issued shall be 
located, surveyed and patented only upon vacant and unappropriated 
public domain, and not upon^any land titled or equitably owned under 
color of title from the sovereignty of the State, evidence of the appropria- 
tion of which is on the county records or in the General Land Office; or 
when the appropriation is evidenced by the occupation of the owner, or 
of some person holding for him. 

Sec. 3. The Legislature shall have no power to grant any of the lands 
of this State to any railway company except upon the following restric- 
tions and conditions: 

First. That there shall never be granted to, any such corporation more 
than sixteen sections to the mile, and no reservation of any part of the 
public domaih for the purpose of satisfying such grant shall ever be 
made. 

Second. That, no land certificate shall be issued to such company until 
they have equipped, constructed and in running order at least ten miles 
of road, and on failure of such company to comply with the terms of its 
charter, or to alienate its lands at a period fixed by law, in no event to 
exceed twelve years from the issuance of the patent, all said land shall 
be forfeited to the State and become a portion of the public domain, and 
liable to location and survey. The Legislature shall pass general laws 
only, to give effect to the provisions of this section. 

Sec. 4. No certificate for land shall be sold at the Land Office except 
to actual settlers upon the same, and in lots not to exceed one hundred 
and sixty acres. 

Sec. 5. All lands heretofore or hereafter granted to railroad com- 
panies, where the charter or law of the State required or shall hereafter 
require their alienation within a certain period, on pain of forfeiture, or 
is silent on the subject of forfeiture, and which lands have not been or 
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shall not hereafter be alienated, in conformity with the terms of their 
charters and the laws under which the grants were made, are hereby 
declared forfeited to the State, and subject to pre-emption, location and 
survey, as other vacant lands. All lands heretofore granted to said rail- 
road companies to which no forfeiture was attached, on their failure to 
alienate, are not included in the foregoing clause, but in all such last 
named cases it shall be the duty of the Attorney General, in every 
instance where alienations have been or hereafter may be made, to inquire 
into the same, and if such alienation has been made in fraud of the rights 
of the State, and is colorable only, the real and beneficial interest being 
still in such corporation, to institute legal proceedings in the county 
where the seat of government is situated, to forfeit such lands to the 
State, and if such alienation be judicially ascertained to be fraudulent 
and colorable as aforesaid, such lands shall be forfeited to the State and 
become a part of the vacant public domain, liable to pre-emption, loca- 
tion and survey. 

Sec. 6. To every head of a family without a homestead there shall 
be donated one hundred and sixty acres of public land, upon condition 
that he will select and locate said land, and occupy the same three years, 
and pay the office fees due thereon. To all single men of eighteen years 
of age and upwards shall be donated eighty acres of public land, upon 
the terms and conditions prescribed for heads of families. 

Sec. 7. The State of Texas hereby releases to the owner or owners of 
the soil all mines and minerals that may be on the same, subject to taxa- 
tion as other property. 

Sec. 8. Persons residing between the Nueces river and the Bio 
Grande, and owning grants of land which emanated from the govern- 
ment of Spain, or that of Mexico, which grants have been recognized 
and validated by the State, by acts of the Legislature, approved February 
10, 1852, August 15, 1870, and other acts, and who have been prevented 
from complying with the requirements of said acts by the unsettled con- 
dition of the country, shall be allowed until the first day of January, 
1880, to complete their surveys and the plots thereof, and to return their 
field notes to the General Land Office, and all claimants failing to do so 
shall be forever barred; provided, nothing in this section shall be con- 
strued as to validate any titles not already valid, or to interfere with the 
rights of third persons. 

ARTICLE XV. 

impeachment. 

Section 1. The power of impeachment shall be vested in the House 
of Representatives. 

Sec. 2. Impeachment of the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, Attor- 
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ney General, Treasurer, Commissioner of the General Land Office, Comp- 
troller, and the judges of the supreme court, court of appeals and district 
courts, shall be tried by the Senate. 

Sec. 3. When the Senate is sitting as a court of impeachment, the 
Senators shall be under oath, or a£Brmation, impartially to try the party 
impeached, and no person shall be convicted without the concurrence of 
two-thirds of the Senators present. 

Seo. 4. Judgment in case of impeachment shall extend only to 
removal from ofl&ce, and disqualification from holding any oflBce of honor, 
trust, or profit, under this State. A party convicted on impeachment 
shall also be subject to indictment, trial and punishment, according to 
law. 

Sec. 5. All officers against whom articles of impeachment may be 
preferred shall be suspended from the exercise of the duties of their office 
during the pendency of such impeachment. The Governor may make a 
provisional appointment to fill the vacancy occasioned by the suspension 
of an officer until the decision of the impeachment. 

Sec. 6. Any judge of the district courts of the State who is incom- 
petent to discharge the duties of his office, or who shall be guilty of par- 
tiality, or oppression, or other official misconduct, or whose habits and 
conduct are such as to render him unfit to hold such office, or who shall 
negligently fail to perform his duties as judge, or who shall fail to exe- 
cute in a reasonable manner the business in his courts, may be removed 
by the supreme court. The supreme court shall have original jurisdic- 
tion to hear and determine the causes aforesaid when presented in writ- 
ing upon the oaths, taken before some judge of a court of record, of not 
less than ten lawyers, practicing in the courts held by such judge, and 
licensed to practice in the supreme court ; said presentment to be founded 
either upon the knowledge of the persons making it or upon the written 
oaths as to facts of creditable witnesses. The supreme court may issue 
all needful process and prescribe all needful rules to give effect to this 
section. Causes of this kind shall have precedence and be tried as soon 
as practicable. 

Seo. 7. The Legislature shall provide by law for the trial and removal 
from office of all officers of this State, the modes of which have not been 
provided in this Constitution. 

ADDRESS. 

Sec. 8. The judges of the supreme court, court of appeals and district 
courts, shall be removed by the Governor on the address of two-thirds 
of each house of the. Le^lature, for willful neglect of duty, incompe- 
tency, habitual drunkenness, oppression in office, or other reasonable 
cause which shall not be sufficient ground for impeachment: provided, 

9— Man. 
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however, that the cause or causes for which such removal shall be 
required shall be stated at length in such address and entered on the 
journals of each house; and provided further, that the cause or causes 
shall be notified to the judge so intended to be removed, and he shajl be 
admitted to a hearing in his own defense before any vote for such 
address shall pass; and in aU such cases the vote shall be taken by yeas 
and nays and entered on the journals of each house, respectively. 

ABTICLE XVI. 

GENERAL PBOVISIONS. 

Section 1. Members of the Legislature and all officers, before they 
enter upon the duties of their offices, shall take the following oath or 

afiirmation : *% , do solemnly swear (or affirm), that I will 

faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incum- 
bent upon me#as according to the best of my skill and ability, 

agreeably to the Constitution and laws of the United States and of this 
State; and I do further solemnly swear (or affirm), that since the adop- 
tion of the Constitution of this State, I being a citizen of this State, have 
not fought a duel with deadly weapons, within this State or out of it, 
nor have I sent or accepted a challenge to fight a duel with deadly 
weapons, nor have I acted as second in carryiiag a challenge, or aided, 
advised or assisted any person thus offending. And I furthermore sol- 
emnly swear (or affirm), that I have not, directly nor indirectly, paid, 
offered or promised to pay, contributed nor promised to contribute, any 
money or valuable thing, or promised any public office or employment, 
as a reward for the giving or withholding a vote at the election at which 
I was elected (or, if the office is one of appointment, to secure my 
appointment) : So help me God.^^ 

Sec. 2. Laws shall be made to exclude from office, serving on juries, 
and from the right of suffrage, those who may have been or shall here- 
after be convicted of bribery, perjury, forgery or other high crimes. 
The privilege of free suffrage shall be protected by laws regulating elec- 
tions, and prohibiting under adequate penalties all undue influence 
therein from power, bribery, tumult, or other improper practice. 

Sec. 3. The Legislature shall make provision whereby persons con- 
victed of misdemeanors and committed to the county jails in default of 
pajmient of fines and costs, shall be required to discharge such fines and 
costs by manual laobr, under such regulations as may be prescribed by 
law. 

Sec. 4. ^ Any citizen of this State who shall, after the adoption of this 
Constitution, fight a duel with deadly weapons, or send or accept a chal- 
lenge to fight a duel with deadly weapons, either within this State or out 
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of it, or who sliall act as second, or knowingly assist in any manner those 
thus offending, shall be deprived of the right of suffrage, or of holding 
any office of trust or profit under this State. 

Sec. 5. Every person shall be disqualified from holding any office of 
profit or trust in this State who shall have been convicted of having given 
or offered a bribe to procure his election or appointment. 

Sec. 6. No appropriation for private or individual purposes shall be 
made. A regular statement under oath, and an account of the receipts 
and expenditures of all public money, shall be published annually, in 
such maimer as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 7. >^The Legislature shall in no case have power to issue '^treasury 
warrants," "treasury notes," or paper of any description intended to cir- 
culate as money. 

Sec. 8. Each county in the State may provide, in such manner as 
may be prescribed by law, a manual labor poor house and farm, for tak- 
ing care of, managing, employing and supplying the wants of its indigent 
and poor inhabitants. 

Sec. 9. Absence on business of the State or of the United States shall 
not forfeit a residence once obtained, so as to deprive any one of the right 
of suffrage, or of being elected or appointed to any office, under the excep- 
tions contained in this Constitution. 

Sec. 10. The Legislature shall provide for deductions from the sal- 
aries of public officers who may neglect the performance of any duty that 
may be assigned them by law. 

Sec. 11. The legal rate of interest shall not exceed eight per cent, per annum, 
in the absence of any contract as to the rate of interest; and by contract parties 
may agree upon any rate not to exceed twelve per cent, per annum. All interest 
charged above this last named rate shall be deemed usurious, and the Legislature 
shall at its first session provide appropriate pains and penalties to prevent and 
punish usury. [Const. 1876.] 

[Sec. 11, Art. 16, declared adopted September 22, 1891.] 

Sec. 11. All contracts for a greater rate of interest than ten per 
centum per annum shall be deemed usurious, and the first Legislature 
after this amendment is adopted shall provide appropriate pains and 
penalties to prevent the same; but when no rate of interest is agreed 
upon, the rate shall not exceed six per centum per annum. 

Sec. 12. No member of Congress, nor person holding or exercising 
any office of profit or trust under the United States or either of them, or 
under the foreign power, shall be eligible as a member of the Legislature 
or hold or exercise any office of profit or trust under this State. 

Sec. 13. It shall be the duty of the Legislature to pass such laws as 
may be necessary and proper to decide differences by arbitration, when 
the parties shall elect that method of trial. 
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Sec. 14. AH civil oflBcers shall reside within the State, and all district 
or county officers within their districts or counties, and shall keep their 
offices at such places as may be required by law ; and failure to comply 
with this condition shall vacate the office so held. 

Sec. 15. All property, both real and personal, of the wife owned or 
claimed by her before marriage, and that acquired afterwards by gift, 
devise or descent, shall be her separate property ; and laws shall be passed 
more clearly defining the rights of the wife in relation as well to her sep- 
arate property as that held in common with her husband. Laws shall 
also be passed providing for the registration of the wife^s separate 
property. 

Sec. 16. No corporate body shall hereafter be created, renewed or 
extended with banking or discounting privileges. 

Sec. 17. All officers within this State shall continue to perform the 
duties of their offices until their successors shall be duly qualified. 

Sec. 18. The rights of property and of action, which have been 
acquired under the Constitution and the laws of the Republic and State, 
shall not be divested; nor shall any rights or actions which have been 
divested, barred or declared null and void by the Constitution of the 
Republic and State, be reinvested, renewed or reinstated by this Consti- 
tution; but the same shall remain precisely in the situation which they 
were before the adoption of this Constitution, unless otherwise herein 
provided ; and provided further, that no cause of action heretofore barred 
shall be revived. 

Sec. 19. The Legislature shall prescribe by law the qualifications of 
grand and petit jurors. 

Sec. 20. The Legislature shall, at its first session, enact a law whereby the 
qualified voters of any county, justice's precinct, town or city, by a majority vote 
from time to time, may determine whether the sale of intoxicating liquors shall 
be prohibited within the prescribed limits. [Const. 1876.] 

[Sec. 20, Art. 16, declared adopted September 22, 1891.] 

Sec. 20. The Legislature shall at its first session enact a law whereby 
the qualified voters of any county, justice's precinct, town, city (or such 
subdivision of a county as may be designated by the commissioners court 
of said county) may by a nmjority vote determine from time to time 
whether the sale of intoxicating liquors shall be prohibited within the 
prescribed limits. 

Sec. 21. All stationery and printing, except proclamations and such 
printing as may be done at the deaf and dumb asylum, paper and fuel 
used in the legislative and other departments of the government, except 
the judicial department, shall be furnished and the printing and binding 
of the laws, journals and department reports, and all other printing and 
binding, and the repairing and furnishing the halls and rooms used for 
the meetings of the Legislature and its committees, shall be performed 
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under contract, to be given to the lowest responsible bidder, below such 
maximum price and under such regulations as shall be prescribed by law. 
No member or ofl&cer of any department of the government shall be in 
any way interested in such contract ; and all such contracts shall be sub- 
ject to the approval of the Governor, Secretary of State and Comptroller. 

Sec. 22. The Legislature shall have the power to pass such fence 
laws, applicable to any subdivision of the State or counties, as may be 
needed to meet the wants of the people. 

Sec. 23. The Legislature may pass laws for the regulation of live 
stock and the protection of stock-raisers in the stock-raising portions of 
the State, and exempt from the operation of such laws other portions, 
sections or counties ; and shall have power tO' pass general and special 
laws for the inspection of cattle, stock and hides, and for the regulation 
of brands; provided, that any local law thus passed shall be submitted to 
the freeholders of the section to be affected thereby, and approved' by 
them before it shall go into effect. 

Sec. 24. The Legislature shall make provision for laying out and 
working public roads, for the building of bridges, and for utilizing fines, 
forfeitures and convict labor to all these purposes. 

Sec. 25. That all drawbacks and rebatement of insurance, freight, 
transportation, carriage, wharfage, storage, compressing, baling, repair- 
ing, or for any other kind of labor or service, of or to any cotton, grain 
or any other produce or article of commerce, in this State paid or 
allowed or contracted for to any common carrier, shipper, merchant, 
commission merchant, factor, agent, or middle man of any kind not the 
true and absolute owner thereof are forever prohibited and it shall be 
the duty of the Legislature to pass effective laws punishing all persons 
in this State who pay, receive or contract for or respecting the same. 

Sec. 26. Every person, corporation or company that may commit a 
homicide, through willful act or omission or gross neglect, shall be 
responsible in exemplary damages to the surviving husband, wife, heirs 
of his or her body, or such of them as there may be, without regard to 
any criminal proceeding that may or may not be had in relation to the 
homicide. 

Steo. 27. In all elections to fill vacancies to offices in this State, it 
shall be to fill the unexpired term only. 

Sec. 28. No current wages for personal service shall ever be subject 
to garnishment. 

Sec. 29. The Legislature shall provide by law for defining and pun- 
ishing barratry. 

Sec. 30. The duration of all offices not fixed by this Constitution shall never 
exceed two years. [Const. 1876.] 
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[Sec. 30, Art. 16, declared adopted December 22, 1894.] 

Sec. 30. The duratioii of all offices not fixed by this Constitutioii 
shall never exceed two years; provided, that when a railroad commis- 
sion is created by law it shall be composed of three commissioners, who 
shall be elected by the people at a general election for State officers, and 
their term of office shall be six years; provided, railroad commissioners 
first elected fifter this amendment goes into eflPect, shall hold office as 
follows: One shall serve two years, and one four years, and one six 
years, their terms to be decided by lot, immediately after they shall have 
qualified. And one railroad commissioner shall be elected every two 
years thereafter. In case of vacancy in said office, the Governor of the 
State shall fill said vacancy by appointment until the next general elec- 
tion. 

Seo. 31. The Legislature may pass laws prescribing the qualifica- 
tions of practitioners of medicine in this State, and to punish persons 
for malpractice, but no preference shall ever be given by law to any 
schools of medicine. 

Seo. 32. The Legislature may provide by law for i3^ establishment 
of a board of health and vital statistics, under such rules and regulations 
as it may deem proper. 

Seo. 33. The accounting officers of this State shall neither draw nor 
pay a warrant upon the treasury in favor of any person, for salary or 
compensation as agent, officer or appointee, who holds at the same time 
any other office or position of honor, trust or profit, under this State or 
the United States except as prescribed in this Constitution. 

Sec. 34. The Legislature shall pass laws authorizing the Governor 
to lease or sell to the government of the United States a sufficient quan- 
tity of the public domain of the State necessary for the erection of forts, 
barracks, arsenals or military stations or camps, and for other needful 
military purposes ; and the action of the Governor therein shall be sub- 
ject to the approval of the Legislature. 

Seo. 35. The Legislature shall at its first session pass laws to protect 
laborers on public buildings, streets, roads, railroads, canals, and other 
similar public works, against the failure of coiitractors and sub-contract- 
Ors to pay their current wages when due, and to make the corporation, 
company or individual for whose benefit the work is done, responsible for 
their ultimate payment. 

Sec. 36. The Legislature shall at its first session provide for the pay- 
ment or funding, as they may deem best, of the amounts found to be 
justly due to the teachers of ihe public schools by the State, for services 
rendered prior to the 1st day of July, 1873, and for the payment by the 
school districts in the State of amounts justly due teachers of public 
schools by such districts to January, 1876. 
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Sec. 37. MechanicB, artisans and material men, of every class, shall 
have a lien upon the buildings and articles made or repaired by them, 
for the value of their labor done thereon, or material furnished therefor; 
and the Legislature shall provide by law for the speedy and efficient 
enforcement of said liens. 

Sec. 38. The Legislature may, at such time as the public interest 
may require, provide for the office of Commissioner of Insurance, Statis- 
tics and History, whose term of office, duties and salary shall be pre- 
scribed by law. 

Sec. 39. The Legislature may, from time to time, make appropria- 
tions for preserving and perpetuating memorials of the history of Texas, 
by means of monuments, statues, printing, and documents of historical 
value. 

Sec. 40. ITo person shall hold or exercise, at the same time, more 
than one civil office of emolument, except that of justice of the peace, 
county commissioner, notary public and postmaster, unless otherwise spe- 
cially provided herein. 

Sec. 41. Any person who shall, directly or indirectly, offer, give or 
promise, any money or thing of value, testimonial, privilege or personal 
advantage, to any executive or judicial officer or member of the Legisla- 
ture, to influence him in the performance of i any of his public or official 
duties, shall be guilty of bribery, and be punished in such manner as 
shall be provided by law. And any member of the Legislature, or exec- 
utive or judicial officer, who shall solicit, demand or receive, or consent 
to receive, directly or indirectly, for himself or for another, from any 
company, corporation or person, any money, appointment, employment, 
testimonial, reward, thing of value or employment, or of personal 
advantage or promise thereof, for his vote or official influence, or for 
withholding the same, or with any understanding, expressed or implied, 
that his vote or official action shall be in any way influenced thereby, or 
who shall solicit, demand and receive an;^ such money or other advan- 
tage, matter or thing aforesaid, for another, as the consideration of his 
vote or official influence, in Consideration of the payment or promise of 
such money, advantage, matter or thing to another, shall be held guilty 
of bribery within the meaning of the Constitution, and shall incur the 
disabilities provided for said oflPenses, with a forfeiture of the office they 
may hold, and such other additional punishment as is or shall be pro- 
vided by law. 

. Sec. 42. Ilie Legislature may establish an inebriate asylum, for the 
cure of drunkenness and the reform of inebriates. 

Sec. 43. No man or set of men shall ever be exempted, relieved or 
discharged from the performance of any public duty or service imposed 
by general law, by any special law. Exemptions from the performance 
of such public duty or service shall only be made by general law. 
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Sec. 44. The Legislature shall prescribe the duties, and provide for 
the election, by the qualified voters of each county in the State, of a 
county treasurer and a county surveyor, who shall have an oflBce at the 
county seat, and hold their office for two years, and until their successors 
are qualified; and shall have such compensation as may be provided by 
law. 

Sec. 45. It shall be the duty of the Legislature to provide for col- 
lecting, arranging and safely keeping such records, rolls, correspondence, 
and other documents, civil and military, relating to the history of Texas, 
as may be now in the possession of parties willing to confide them to the 
care and preservation of the State. 

Sec. 46. The Legislature shall provide by law for organizing and 
disciplining the militia of the State, in such manner as they shall deem 
expedient, not incompatible with the Constitution and laws of the 
United States. 

Sec. 47. Any person who conscientiously scruples to bear arms, shall 
not be compelled to do so, but shall pay an equivalent for personal ser- 
vice. 

Sec. 48. All laws and parts of laws now in force in the State of 
Texas which are not repugnant to the Constitution of the LTnited States 
or to this Constitution, shall continue and remain in force as the laws of 
this State until they expire by their own limitation or shall be amended 
or repealed by the Legislature. 

Sec. 49. The Legislature shall have power, and it shall be its (iuty, 
to protect by law from forced sale a certain portion of the personal prop- 
erty of all heads of families, and also unmarried adults, male and female. 

Sec. 50. The homestead of a family shall be, and is hereby protected 
from forced sale, for the payment of all debts, except for the purchase 
money thereof, or a part of such purchase money, the taxes due thereon, 
or for work and material used in constructing improvements thereon, 
and in this last case only when the work and material are contracted for 
in writing, with the consent of the wife given in the same manner as is 
required in making a sale and conveyance of the homestead; nor shall 
the owner, if a married man, sell the homestead without the consent of 
the wife, given in such manner as may be prescribed by law. No mort- 
gage, trust Seed or other lien on the homestead shall ever be valid, except 
for the purchase money thereof, or improvements made thereon, as here- 
inbefore provided, whether such mortgage, or trust deed or other lien, 
shall have been created by the husband alone or together with his wife; 
and all pretended sales of the homestead involving any condition of 
defeasance shall be void. 

Sec. 51. The homestead not in a town or city shall consist of not 
more than two hundred acres of land, which may be in one or more par- 
cels, with the improvements thereon; the homestead in a city^ town or 
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village shall consist of lot or lots, not to exceed in value five thousand 
dollars at the time of their designation as the homestead, without refer- 
ence to the value of any improvements thereon ; provided^ that the same 
shall be used for the purpose of a home, or as a place to exercise the call- 
ing or business of the head of a family; provided, also, that any tempo- 
rary renting of the homestead shall not change the character of the same, 
when no other homestead has been acquired. 

Sec. 52. On the death of the husband or wife, or both, the homestead 
shall descend and vest in like manner as other real property of the 
deceased, and shall be governed by the same laws of descent and distribu- 
tion, but it shall not be partitioned among the heirs of the deceased dur- 
ing the lifetime of the surviving husband or wife, or so long as the sur- 
vivor may elect to use or occupy the same as a homestead, or so long as 
the guardian of the minor children of the deceased may be permitted, 
under the orSer of the proper court having the jurisdiction to use and 
occupy the same. 

Sbo. 53. That no inconvenience may arise from the adoption of this 
Constitution, it is declared that all process and writs of all kinds which 
have been or may be issued and not returned or executed when this Con- 
stitution is adopted, shall remain valid, and shall not be in any way 
affected by the adoption of this Constitution. 

Seo. 54. It shall be the duty of the Legislature to provide for the 
custody and maintenance of indigent lunatics, at the expense of the 
State, under such regulations and restrictions as the Legislature may 
prescribe. 

Seo. 55. The Legislature may provide annual pensions, not to exceed 
one hundred and fifty dollars per annum, to surviving soldiers or volun- 
teers in the war between Texas and Mexico, from the commencement of 
the revolution in 1835, until the first of January, 1837 ; and also to the 
surviving signers of the declaration of independence of Texas; and to 
the surviving widows, continuing unmarried, of such soldiers and sign- 
ers; provided, that no such pension be granted except to those in indigent 
circumstances, proof of which shall be made before the county court of 
the county where the applicant resides, in such manner as may be pro- 
vided by law. 

Sec. 56. The Legislature shall have no power to appropriate any of 
the public money for the establishment and maintenance of a bureau of 
immigration, or for any purpose of bringing immigrants to this State. 

Sec. 57. Three million acres of the public domain are hereby appro- 
priated and set apart for thfe purpose of erecting a (new State capitol and 
other necessary public buildings at the seat of government, said lands to 
be sold under the direction of the Legislature ; and the Legislature shall 
pass suitable laws to carry this section into effect. 
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ABTICLE XVII. 

MODB OF AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION OF THIS STATE. 

Section 1. The Legislature, at. any biennial session, by a vote of 
two-thirds of all the members elected to each honse, to be entered by yeae 
and nays on the journals, may propose amendments to the Constitation, 
to be voted npon by the qualified electors for members of the Legislature, 
which proposed amendments shall be duly published once a week for four 
weeks, commencing at least three months before an election, the time 
of which shall be specified by the. Legislature, in one weekly newspaper of 
each county, in which such newspaper may be published; and it shall be 
the duty of the several returning oflScers of said election to open a poll 
for and make returns to the Secretary of the State of the number of legal 
votes cast at said election for and against said amendment ; and if more 
than one be proposed, then the number of votes cast for and against each 
of them ; and if it shall appear from said return that a majority of the 
votes cast have been cast in favor of any amendment the said amendment 
so receiving a majority of the votes cast shall become a part of this Con- 
stitution, and proclamation shall be made by the Governor thereof. 



CONSTITUTION 



THE UNITED STATES. 



PREAMBLE. 

We, the people of the United States, in order to fonn a more perfect 
Union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for com- 
mon defense, promote the general welfare;, and secure the blessings of 
liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Con- 
stitution of the United States of America. 

ARTICLE L 

SECTION I. 

All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress 
of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Eep- 
resentatives. 

SECTION II. 

1. The House of Eepresentatives shall be composed of members chosen 
every year by the people of the several States, and the electors in each 
State shall have tiie qualifications requisite for electors of the most 
numerous branch of the State Legislature. 

2. No person shall be a representative who shall not have attained to 
the a^e of twenty-five years, and have been a citizen of the United States^ 
and who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of the State in which 
he shall be chosen. 

3. Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the 
several States which may be included within this Union according to 
their respective numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the 
whole number of free persons, including those bound to service for a 
term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other 
persons. The actual enumeration ^hall be made within three years after 
the first meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every 
subsequent term of ten years, in such manner as they, by law, shall direct. 
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The number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every 30,000, 
but each State shall have at least one Representative; and until such 
enumeration shall be made the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled 
to choose 3; Masachusetts, 8; Rhode Island and Providence Planta- 
tions, 1; Connecticut, 5; New York, 6; New Jersey, 4; Pennsylvania, 
8; Deleware, 1; Maryland, 6; Virginia, 10; North Carolina, 5; South 
Carolina, 5; Georgia, 3. 

4. When vacancies happen in the representation from any State, the 
executive authority thereof shall issue writs of election to fill such 
vacancies. 

5. The House of Representatives shall choose their Speaker and other 
oflBcers, and shall have the sole power of impeachment. 

section III. 

1. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Sena- 
tors from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six years. 
Each Senator shall have one vote. ' 

2. Immediately after they shall be assembled in consequence of the 
first election they shall be divided, as equally as may be, into three 
classes. The seats of the Senators of the first class shall be vacated at 
the expiration of the second year; of the second class at the end of the 
fourth year, and the third class at the end of the sixth year — so that one- 
third may be chosen every second year; and if vacancies happen, by resig- 
nation or otherwise, during the recess of the Legislature of any State, the 
executive thereof shall make temporar}^ appointments until the next meet- 
ing of the Legislature which shall then fill such vacancies. 

3. No person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the 
age of thirty years, and have been nine years a citizen of the United 
States, and who shall not when elected be an inhabitant of that State for 
which he shall be chosen. 

4. The Vice-President of the United States shall be President of the 
Senate, but shall have no vote unless they be equally divided. 

6. The Senate shall choose their other officers, and also a President 
pro tempore in the absence of the Vice-President, or when he shall exer- 
cise the office of the President of the United States. 

6. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments. 
When sitting for that purpose they shall be on oath or affirmation. 
When the President of the United States is tried the Chief Justice shall 
preside, and no person shall be convicted without the concurrence of 
two-thirds of the members present. 

7. Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further than 
to removal from office and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of 
honor, trust or profit under the United States, but the party convicted 
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shall nevertheless be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment 
and punishment according to law. 

section IV. 

1. The times, places and manners of holding elections for Senators 
and Representatives shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature 
thereof, but the Congress may at any time, by law, make or alter such 
regulations, except as to the places of choosing Senators. 

2. The Congress shall assemble at least once each year, and such 
meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by 
law appoint a different day. 

section v. 

1. Each house shall be the judge of the election of its own members, 
and a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a 
smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to 
compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner and under 
such penalties as each house may provide. 

2. Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its 
members for disorderly behavior, and with the concurrence of two-thirds, 
expel a member. 

3. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time 
to time publish the same, excepting such parts as may, in their judgment, 
require secrecy, and the yeas and nays of either house on any question 
shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the jour- 
nal. 

4. Neither house, during the session of Congress, shall, without the 
consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other 
place than that in which the two houses shall be sitting. 

SECTION VI. 

1. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a compensation for 
their services to be ascertained by law and paid out of the treasury of the 
United States. They shall in all cases, except treason, felony and breach 
of the peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance at the ses- 
sion of their respective houses, and in going to or returning from the 
same, and for any speech or debate in either house they shall not be 
questioned in any other place. 

2. Xo Senator or Representative shall, during the time for which he 
was elected, be appointed to any civil oflBce under the authority of the 
United States, which shall have been created, or the emoluments whereof 
shall have been increased during such time, and no person holding any 
office under the United States shall be a member of either house during 
his continuance in office. 
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SECTION vn. 

1. yAll bills for raising revenue shall originate in the Hous^ of Bep- 
resentatives, but the Senate may propose or concur with amendments as. 
on other bills. 

2. Every bill which shall have passed the House of Kepresentatives 
and the Senate shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the Presi- 
dent of the United States. If he approves, he shall sign it, but if not, 
he shall return it, with his objections, to that house in which it shall 
have originated, who shall enter the objections at large on their jour- 
nal and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, two- 
thirds of that house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together 
with the objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be recon- 
sidered and if approved by two-thirds of that house it shaU become a law. 
But in all such cases the votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas 
and nays, and the names of the persons voting for and against the bill 
shall be entered on the journals of each house respectively. If any bill 
shall not be returned by the President within ten days (Sundays 
excepted) after it shall have been presented to Mm, the same shall be a 
law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress, by their 
adjournment, prevent its return, in which case it shall not be a law. 

3. Every order, resolution or vote to which the concurrence of the 
Senate and House of Eepresentatives may be necessary (except on a 
question of adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the 
United States, and before the same shall take effect shall be approved by 
him ; or, being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two-thirds of the 
Senate and House of Kepresentatives, according to the rules and limita- 
tions prescribed in the bill. 

SECTION \^II. 

The Congress shall have power — 

1. To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises to pay the 
debts and provide for the common defense and general welfare, of the 
United States; but all duties, imposts and excises shall be uniform 
throughout the United States. 

2. To borrow money on the credit of the United States. 

3. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several 
States, and with the Indian tribes. 

4. To establish a uniform rule of naturalization and uniform laws on 
the subject of bankruptcies throughout the United States. 

5. To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, 
and for the standard of weights and measures. 

6. To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and 
current coin of the United States. 
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7. To establish postoffioes and post roads. 

8. To promote the progress of science and nseful arts, by securing 
for limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their 
respective writings and discoveries. 

9. To constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme couri;. 

10. To define and punish piracies and felonies committeed on the high 
seas, and offenses against the laws of nations. 

11. To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and make 
rules concerning captures on land and water. 

12. To raise and support armies, but no appropriations to that use 
shall be for a longer term than five years. 

13. To provide and maintain a navy. 

14. To make rules for the government and regulation of the land and 
naval forces. 

15. To provide for the calling forth the militia to execute the laws 
of the Union, suppress insurrections and repel invasions. 

16. To provide for organizing, arming and disciplining the militia 
and for governing such parts of them as may be employed in the service 
of the United States, reserving to the States respectively the appoint- 
ment of the offices and the authority of training the militia according to 
the discipline prescribed by Congress. 

17. To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever over such 
district (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of particular 
States and the acceptance of Congress, become the seat of government of 
the United States, and to exercise like authority over all places purchased 
by consent of the Legislature of the State in which the same shall be for 
the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock yards, and other needful 
buldings, and 

18. To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carry- 
ing into execution the foregoing powers vested by this Constitution in the 
government of the United States, or in any department or officer thereof. 

SECTION IX. 

1. The migration or importation of such persons as any of the States 
now existing, shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by Con- 
gress prior to the year 1808, but a tax or duty may be imposed on such 
importation not exceeding ten dollars for each person. 

2. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended 
unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety may 
require it. 

3. No bill of attainder or ex post facto law shall b^ passed. 

4. No capitation or other direct tax shall be laid unless in proportion 
to the census or enumeration hereinbefore directed to be taken. 



66 Constitution of United Statbs. 

5. No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any State- 
No preference shall be given by any regulation of commerce or revenue 
to the porta of one State over those of another, nor shall vessels bound 
to or from one State be obliged to enter, clear or pay duties to another. 

6. No money shall be drawn frOm the treasury but in consequence of 
appropriations made by law, and a regular statement and account of the 
receipts and expenditures of all public money shall be published from 
time "to time. 

7. No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States, and 
no person holding any oflBce of profit or trust under them shall, without 
the consent of Congress, accept of any present, emolument or title of any 
kind whatever from any king, prince or foreign state. 

SECTION X. 

1. No State shall enter into any treaty, alliance or confederation; 
grant letters of marque and reprisal; coin money; emit bills of credit; 
make anything but gold and silver coin a tender in payment of debts ; 
pass any bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the obliga- 
tion of contracts, or grant any title of nobility. 

2. No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any imposts, 
or duties on imports or exports, except what may be absolutely necessary 
for executing its inspection laws; and the net produce of all duties and 
imposts laid by any State on imports or exports, shall be for the use of 
the treasury of the United States; and all such laws shall be subject to 
the revision and control of Congress. 

3. No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any duty on 
tonnage, keep troops or ships of war in time of peace, enter into any 
agreement or contract with another State, or with a foreign power, or 
engage in war, unless actually invaded or in such imminent danger as 
will not admit of delay. 

ARTICLE II. 

SECTION I. 

1. The executive power shall be vested in a President of the United 
States of America. He shall hold his office during the term of four 
years and, together with the Vice-President, chosen for the same term, 
be elected as follows: 

2. Each State shall appoint, in such manner as the Legislature thereof 
may direct, a number of electors, equal to the whole number of Senators 
and Eepresentatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress ; 
but no Senator or Representative, or person holding an office of trust or 
profit under the United States, shall be appointed an elector. 
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• 

3. (Annulled. See Amendments, Article XII.) 

4. The Congress may determine the time of choosing the electors, 
and the day on which they shall give their votes ; which day shall be the 
same throughout the United States. 

6. No person except a natural bom citizen, or a citizen of the United 
States at the time of the adoption of the Constitution, shall be eligible 
to the office of President; neitiier shall any person be eligible to that 
office who shall not have attained the age of thirty-five years, and been 
fourteen years a resident within the United States. 

6. In case of the removal of the President from office, or of his death, 
resignation, or inability to discharge the powers and duties of the said 
office, the same shall devolve on the Vice-President, and the Congress 
may by law provide for the removal, death, resignation, or inability both 
of the President and Vice-President, declaring what officer shall then act 
as President, and such officer shall act accordingly until the disability be 
removed, or a President shall be elected. 

7. The President shall, at stated times, receive for his services com- 
pensation, which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the 
period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive 
within that period any other emolument from the United States or any 
of them. 

8. Before he enters on the execution of his office he shall take the 
following oath or affirmation : 

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faitiifuUy execute the 
office of President of the United States, and will, to the best of my abil- 
ity, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States.'^ 

SECTION II. • 

1. The President shall be commander-in-chief of the army and navy 
of the United States,, and the militia of the several States when called 
into the active service of the United States. He may require the opinion, 
in writing, of the principal officer in each of the executive departments 
upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices, and he 
shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for oflEenses against the 
United States, except in cases of impeachment. 

2. He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to make treatiesi, provided two-thirds of the Senators present con- 
cur ; and he shall nominate, and, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, shall appoint ambassadors and other public ministers and 
consuls, judges of the supreme court, and all other officers of the United 
States whose appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and 
which shall be established by law; but the Congress may, by law, vest 
the appointment of such inferior officers as they think proper in the 
President alone, in the courts of law or in the heads of departments. 

10~Man 
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3. The Predd^it shall have power to fill up aU vacancies that may 
happen during the recess of the Senate by granting commissions wiuch 
shall expire at the end of the next session. 

SECTION m. 

1. He shall, from time to time, give to the Congress information of 
the state of the Union, and recommend to their consideration such meas- 
nres as he shall jndge necessary and expedient. He may, on extraordi- 
nary occasions, convene both houses or either of them, and in case of 
disagreement between them with respect to the time of adjournment, he 
may adjourn them in such time as he shall think proper. He shall 
receive ambassadors and other public ministers. He shall take care that 
the law be faithfully executed, and shall commission all officers of tiie 
United States. 

SECTION rv. 

The President, Vice-President, and all civil officers of the United 
States shall be removed from office on impeachment for and conviction 
of treason, bribery and other hi^ crimes and misdemeanors. 

ABTICLE III. 

SECTION I. 

The judicial power of the United States shall be vested in one 
supreme court, and in such inferior courts as the Congress may from 
time to time ordain and establish. The judges, both of the supreme and 
inferior courts, shall hold their offices during good behavior, and shall, at 
stated times, receive for their services a compensation which shaU not be 
diminished during their continuance in <^ce. 

SECTION n. 

1. The judicial power shall extend to aU cases in law and equity aris- 
ing under this Constitution, the laws of the United States, and treaties 
made, or which shall be made, under their authority ; to all cases affect- 
ing ambassadors, other ministers and consuls ; all cases of admiralty and 
maritime jurisdiction; to controversies to which the United States shall 
be a party; to controversies between two or more States; between a State 
and citizens of another State; between citizens of different States; 
between citizens of the same State, claiming lands under grants of dif- 
ferent States, and between a State, or citizen thereof, and foreign states, 
citizens or subjects. 

2. In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and con- 
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suls, and those in which a State shall be a party, the snpreme court shall 
have original jurisdiction. In all the other cases before mentioned the 
supreme court shall have appellate jurisdiction both as to law and fact, 
with such exceptions and under such regulations as the Congress shall 
make. 

3. The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, shall be by 
a jury, and such trial shall be held in the State where said crimes shall 
have been committed; but when not committed within any State, the 
trial shall be at such place or places as the Congress may bj' law have 
directed. 

section III. 

1. Treason against the United States shall consist in levying war 
against them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and com- 
fort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of 
two witnesses of the same overt act, or in confession in open court. 

2. The Congress shall have power to declare the punishment of trea- 
son, but no attainder of treason shall work corruption of blood or for- 
feiture except during the life of the person attainted. 

ARTICLE IV. 

SECTION I. 

Full faith and credit shall be given in each State to the public acts, 
records and judicial proceedings of every other State. And the Congress 
i^ay> by general laws, prescribe the manner in which such acts, records 
and proceedings shall be proved and the effects thereof. 

section n. 

1. The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all the privileges and 
immunities of citizens in the several States. 

2. A person charged in any State with treason, felony, or other crime, 
who shall flee from justice and be found in another State, shall, on 
demand of the executive authority of the State from which he fled, be 
delivered up, to be removed to the State having jurisdiction of the crime. 

3. No person held to service or labor in one State under the laws 
thereof, escaping in another, shall, in consequence of any law or regu- 
lation therein, be discharged from such service or labor, but shall be 
delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be 
due. 

section III. 

1. New States may be admitted by Congress into this Union, but no 
new State shall be formed or erected within the jurisdiction of any other 
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State, nor any State be formed by the junction of two or more States or 
parts of States without the consent of the Legislatures of the* States con- 
cerned, as well as Congriess. 

2. The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make all needful 
rules and regulations respecting the territory or other property belonging 
to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so con- 
strued as to prejudice any claims of the United States or of any partic- 
ular State. 

SECTION IV. 

The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a 
republican form of government, and shall protect each of them against 
invasion ; and on application of thfe Legislature, or of the executive 
(when the Legislature cannot be convened), against domestic violence. 

ABTICLE V. 

The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall deem it neces- 
sary, shall propose amendments to this Constitution, or on the applica- 
tion of the Legislatures of two-thirds of the several States, shall call a 
convention for proposing amendments, which in either case shall be valid 
to all intents and purposes as part of this Constitution, when ratified by 
the Legislatures of three-fourths of the several States, or by conventions 
in three-fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratification may 
be proposed by the Congress; provided, that no amendment which may 
be made prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and eight shall in 
any manner affect the first and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the 
first article; and that no State, without its consent, shall be deprived of 
its equal suffrage in the Senate. 

ARTICLE VI. 

1. All debts contracted and engagements entered into before the 
adoption of this Constitution shall be valid against the United States 
under this Constitution as under the Confederation. 

2. This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall 
be made in pursuance thereof, and all treaties made, or which shall be 
made, under the authority of the United States, shall be j the supreme 
law of the land; and the judges in every State shall be bound thereby,, 
anything in the Constitution or laws of any State to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

3. The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the mem- 
bers of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial oflB- 
cers, both in the United States and in the several States, shall be bound 
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by oath, or aflRrmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious 
test shall ever be required as a qualification to any oflSce 6r pubUc trust 
under the United States. 

AETICLEVII. 

The ratification of the convention of nine States shall be suflScient for 
the establishment of this Constitution between States so ratifying the 
same. 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

ABTICLB I. 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof ; or abridging the freedom of speech 
or of the press ; or the right of the people to peaceably assemble and to 
petition the government for a redress of grievances. 

ABTICLE II. 

A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free Sta;te, 
the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed. 

AETICLE III. 

No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house without 
the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be pre- 
scribed by law. 

ABTICLE IV. 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers 
and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be vio- 
lated, and no warrant shall issue but upon probable cause, supported by 
oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched 
and the person or things to be seized. 

ABTICLE V. 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise infamous 
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in 
cases arising in the land and naval forces, or in the militia when in 
actual service in time of war or public danger ; nor shall any person be 
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subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb ; 
nor shall he be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against 
himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process 
of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use without just 
compensation. 

ARTICLE VI. 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a 
speedy and public trial, by an impariiial jury of the State and district 
wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have 
been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature 
and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against 
him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor; 
and to have the assistance of counsel for his defense. 

ARTICLE VII. 

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed 
twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserve, and no fact 
tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-examined in any couri; of the United 
States other than according to common law. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor 
cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

ARTICLE IX. 

The enumeration, in the Constitution, of certain rights shall not be 
construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people. 

ARTICLE X. 

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, 
nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, 
or to the people. 

ARTICLE XL 

The judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to 
extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against 
one of the United States by citizens of another State, or by citizens or 
subjects of any foreign state. 
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AETICLE XII. 

section I. 

The electors shall meet in their respective States and vote by ballot 
for President and Vice-President, one of whom at least shall not be an 
inhabitant of the same State with themselves. They shall name in their 
ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the per- 
son voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists of all 
persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-Pres- 
ident, and of the number of votes for each, which lists ihey shall sign 
and certify and transmit sealed to the seat of government of the United 
States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the 
Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, open all certificates, and the votes shall then be counted. The 
person having the greatest number of votes for President shall be Pres- 
ident, if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors 
appointed, and if no person have such majority, then from the persons 
having the highest numbers, not exceeding three, on the list of those 
voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose imme- 
diately, by ballot, the President. 

But in choosing the President tiie vote shall be taken by States, the 
representation from each State having one vote. A quorum for this 
purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds, and a 
majority of all the States shall be necessary to a choice. And if the 
House of Representatives shall not choose a President, whenever the 
right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March 
next following, then the Vice-President shall act as President, as in the 
case of death or other constitutional disability of the President. 

SECTION II. 

The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-President 
shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a majority of the whole 
number of electors appointed; and if no person have a majority, then 
from the two* highest numbers on the list the Senate shall choose the 
Vice-President. A quorum for the jurpose shall consist of two-thirds of 
the whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall 
be necessary to a choice. 

. SECTION III. 

But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President 
shall be eligible to that of the Vice-President of the United States. 
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ARTICLE XIII. 

SECTION I. 

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude except as a punishment for 
crime, whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist 
within the United States or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 

SECTION II. 

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legis- 
lation. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

SECTION I. 

All persons born or naturalized in the United States or subject to the 
jurisdiction thereof are citizens of the United States and of the State 
wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which 
shall abridge the privileges or immunities of the citizens of the United 
States. Nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty or prop- 
erty without due process of law, nor deny any person within its jurisdic- 
tion the equal protection of the law. 

SECTION II. 

Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States accord- 
ing to their respectiv enumbers, counting the whole number of persons 
in each State, including Indians not taxed. But whenever the right to 
vote at any election for electors of President and Vice-President, or for 
United States Representatives in Congress, executive and judicial offi- 
cers, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the 
male inhabitants of such State,. being twenty-one years of age and citi- 
zens of the United States, or in any way abridged except for participa- 
tion in rebellion or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall 
be reduced in the proportion which the number of male citizens shall 
bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in 
such State. 

SECTION III. 

No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, elector of 
President or Vice-President, or hold office, civil or military, under the 
United States or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath 
as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a 
member of any Legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any 
State, to support the Constitution of the United States, and shall have 
engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same> or given aid or 
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comfort to enemies thereof, but Congress may by vote of two-thirds of 
each house remove such disability. 

section rv. 

The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by 
law, including debts incurred for the payment of pensions and bounties 
for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be ques- 
tioned; but neither the United States nor any State shall assume or pay 
any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion 
against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of 
any slave; but all such debts, or obligations or claims, shall be held 
illegal and void. 

ABTICLE XV. 

SECTION I. 

The rights of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, 
color or previous condition of servitude. 

SECTION II. 

That Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation. 
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Bbidoes — Art. Sec. Page. 

shall be provided by general laws xi 2 46 
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c 

Capital, State, Austin declared to be the iii 58 13 

Capitol, appropriation in land for new xvi 57 59 
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COKPOBATiONS, MUNICIPAL — continued. Art. Sec. Page, 

cities and towns of under 10,000 inhabitants may not be 

specially chartered xi 

power to tax, and restrictions xi 

taxes to be collected in money only xi 

cities and towns of over 10,000 may be -specially chartered, xi 
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County /Surveyor — Art. Sec. Page. 

duties of to be prescribed by Legislature xvi 44 58 

term of office two years xvi 44 58 

County Treasurer — 

duties of to be prescribed by law xvi 44 58 

term of office two years xvi 44 58 

Counties — See Municipal Corporations — 

Legislature empowered to create ix 1 42 

shall not aid private corporations xi 3 45 

County Seats, removal of to be regulated by law ix 2 42 

Courts shall be open i 13 .3 

Court, Supreice, and Justices — 

Chief Justice and two Associate Justices v 2 21 

two a quorum v 2 21 

qualifications of Justices v 2 21 

shall be elected v 2 21 

term of office six years v 2 21 

salary $4000 v 2 21 

vacancy, Governor shall fill until v 2 21 

appellate jurisdiction v 3 22 

jurisdiction defined v 3 22 

appeals from interlocutory judgments v 3 22 

may issue writs of mandamus, etc v 3 22 

ascrtain matters of judicial fact v 3 22 

terms of court V 3 22 

sessions at Austin v 3 22 

shall appoint a clerk . . . ? v 3 22 

shall have power to make rules of practice in all courts. ... v 25 31 

vacancies in shall be filled by Governor v 28 31 

impeachment of judges xv 2 51 

removal by address xv 8 51 

may remove district judges xv 6 51 

transfer of causes to Court of Appeals v 8 24 

when Judges disqualified. Governor shall commission v 11 26 

shall be conservators of the peace v l2 26 

Courts of Civil Appeals, and Judges — 

consists of Chief Justices and two Associate Justices .... v ^ 23 

State divided into three supreme judicial districts v 6 23 

qualifications of Justices -^ 6 23 

jurisdiction defined v 6 23 

election of Justices v 6 23 

term of six years v 6 23 

salary $3500 v « 23 

shall appoint a clerk v d 23 

time and place of sessions v 6 23 

transfer of pending causes from Court of Appeals v 6 24- 

Justices divided into three classes v 6 24 
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CouBT OF Criminal Appeals, and Judges — Art. 

consists of three Judges v 

two a quorum v 

Judges shall be elected v 

qualification v 

term of office six years v 

salary $4000 v 

jurisdiction defined v 

opinions in civil cases pending to be transferred to Courts 

of Civil Appeals j v 

power to issue writs of habeas corpus v 

may ascertain jurisdictional facts v 

terms of court, where held v 

shall appoint clerk for each branch v 

when Judges disqualified, Governor shall appoint v 

shall be conservators of the peace v 

vacancies filled by Governor v 

impeachment and removal xv 

removal by address xv 

Courts, District, and Judges — 

division of State into districts v 

election, qualification and term of office of Judges v 

semi-annual terms * v 

special terms may be authorized v 

when Judge is absent or disqualified v 

present Judges to hold until term expires v 

original jurisdiction prescribed . . . . i v 

power to issue certain writs v 

appellate jurisdiction prescribed v 

supervisory control over Commissioners Courts v 

Clerk, qualification and term of office v 

jury trial upon application, in civil cases v 

Judge shall not sit if interested or otherwise disqualified . . v 
disqualification of Supreme Court, Courts of Civil or Crim- 
inal Appeals V 

parties may appoint by consent when v 

or competent persons may be appointed to try v 

Judges may exchange districts v 

shall be conservators" of the peace v 

may remove county judges, county attorneys, county clerks, 
district clerks, justices of the peace, and other county 

officers v 

vacancies filled by Governor v 

impeachment and removal xv 

removal by address xv 

removal by Supreme Court xv 

Courts, Criminal District — when Legislature may establish v 

Court, Criminal District of Harris and Gralveston Counties — 

continues as organized until otherwise provided by law . . v 

shall be established in each county v 
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86 Index to State Constitution. 

CouBTS, County, and Judges — Art. Sec. Page. 

a court of record v 

a judge to be elected v 

shall be well informed in the law v 

shall be conservator of peace v 

term of office two years v 

compensation — fees and perquisites . . ^ v 

jurisdiction, original v 

jurisdiction, appellate . ." v 

jurisdiction, probate v 

issue mandamus, injunctions, and other writs necessary to 

enforce jurisdiction v 

habeas corpus v 

no jurisdiction in county where Criminal Court, unless 

authorized v 16 28 

when County Judge disqualified, parties may by consent 

appoint proper person to try -. v 

or competent person may be appointed v 

terms of civil business v 

dispose of probate business in term and vacation v 

terms for criminal business, monthly > v 

prosecutions may be by information or affidavit v 

grand jury returning to District Court indictments for mis- 
demeanors — they shall be* transferred to county or infe- 
rior courts V 

jury of six men v 

jury must be demanded in civil cases, and jury fee paid .... v 

county judge may be removed by District Court v 

county judge presiding officer of Commissioners Court v 

vacancy in county judge, how filled v 

terms of civil and criminal business v 

Commissioners Court may provide terms for civil and crim- 
inal business v 

probate business v 

Courts of Justices of the Peace — 

Justice's precincts v 

Justices of the peace elected for each v 

term of office two years v 

two in a city of over 8000 inhabitants v 

jurisdiction $200 and under v 

appeals from to County Court v 

ex officio notary public v 

may be removed by District Court v 

vacancies filled by Commissioners Court v 

County Commissioners — 

four commissioners precincts in each county v 

one Commissioner elected in each v 

term of office two years v 

administer county affairs v 

power and jurisdiction to be prescribed v 
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County Commissioners — continued. Art. 

Commissioners may be removed by District Court v 

fill vacancies in county judge and justices v 

may provide terms for civil and criminal business in 

County Courts v 29 32 

Credit of the State, not to be loaned or given for any private 

purpose iii 

Criminal prosecutions, rights of accused in i 

Cruel and unusual punishment, never to be inflicted i 

D 

Debate, privileged iii 

Debt, no imprisonment for i 

Debt, State — 

none be created, with exception iii 

amount limited iii 

Departments of Government, division of ii 

Distributipn of school fund vii 

Districts — 

Senatorial, State to be divided into iii 

Representative, State to be divided into , iii 

' • Representative, apportionment of State iii 

School vii 

District Attorney — 

Legislature to provide for election v 

compensation not to exceed $500 and fees v 

District Courts — See Courts, District v 

District Clerks — See Clerks, District v 

District Judges — See Courts, District. v 

Divorce granted by District Court under general laws iii 

Division of the powers of government. ii 

Drawbacks and rebatements, prohibited ' xvi 

Uueling, disfranchises the party guilty xvi 

E - 

Education and Free Schools — 

Legislature to provide for the maintenance and support of 

public free schools vii 

perpetual public school fund defined vii 

not exceeding one-fourth of general revenue shall be set 

apart, with poll tax of $1 vii 

lands set apart shall be sold vii 

no relief shall be granted to purchasers vii 

proceeds to be invested in State or United States bonds vii 

permanent school fund defined vii 

interest and taxes authorized, to be available fund vii 

school fund to be held inviolate vii 

available fund to be distributed to the counties vii 

county school lands may be sold by Commissioners Court. . vii 
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88 Index to State Comstitution. 

Education and Free Schools — continued. Art. Sec. Page. 

registration of voters in cities vi 4 33 

proceeds to be invested vii 

separate schools for white and colored vii 

Board of Education vii 

Election — ^ 

laws regulating shall be passed.' xvi 

undue influence therein, to be prohibited xvi 

bribery to secure election, disqualifies xvi 

voting to be by ballot vi 

regulations to be made to preserve purity in vi 

registration of voters in cities vi 

voters privileged from arrest, etc., except, etc vi 

election precincts, voting done only at vi 

returns for executive officers iv 

contested, for executive officers iv 

in Legislature iii 

for school tax vii 

viva voce, except when electing officers iii 

for Representatives and Senators, to be general iii 

and regulated by law , iii 

vacancies in Legislature iii 

returning officers to issue writs of, when iii 

contested, to be determined by law iii 

Electors — 

who are qualified electors vi 

who are qualified electors in cities and towns vi 

taxpayers only to vote on expenditure of money vi 

declaration of intention by foreigners qualifies vi 

must vote at precinct of residence vi 

Eminent domain, right of, how to be exercised i 

Entailment, no law of, to be passed i 26 i 

Equality before the law ♦ i 3 I 

Equity and law, administered without distinction by District 

Courts V 8 25 

V 

Escheats and Forfeiture — 

accrued under former Constitutions accrue under this xiii 1 47 

Legislature to provide for determining and giving effect to 

escheats xiii 1 47 

Estates, administered in County Courts v 16 28 

Exclusive privileges, none entitled to^ but in consideration of 

public service i 3 1 

Executive Department, office of iv 1 13 

Exemptions and privileges, from performance of duty imposed, 

shall be by general law only xvi 43 57 

Exemptions from Forced Sale — 

Legislature may exempt portion of personal property xvi 49 68 

homestead exemption xvi 60 i^8 
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Exemptions from Fobged Sale — continued. Art. 

current wages exempt from process xvi 

municipal property used for public purposes exempt from 

forced sale and taxes xi 

$260 worth of household property exempt from taxation ... viii 

Legislature may exempt public property viii 

Exemptions from taxation, farm products yiii 

Ex post fcLcto law, none shall be made i 

Expulsion, members of Legislature may be expelled • iii 

Extra Compensation — 

not to be panted or allowed iii 

no appropriation to be made for iii 

Extra session of Legislature, restrictions upon iii 
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Farm products exempt from taxation viii 

Felony — 

in cases of, district judges and courts may grant writs of 

habeas corpus v 

district courts have jurisdiction v 

trial on indictment of grand jury i 

Fence laws. Legislature may pass local xvi 

Fines — 

excessive never to be imposed 

and costs. Legislature shall make laws commutating for 

manual labor xvi 

Legislature to pass laws, utilizing on public roads and 

building bridges xvi 

• Fiscal Affairs — See Comptroller of Public Accounts. 

Forfeiture of estate, conviction of suicide shall not work i 

Forfeiture and escheat xiii 

Forfeited and escheated lands — ^Legislature to make provisions 

concerning xiii 

Forgery — Legislature shall make laws disfranchising persons 

convicted of xvi 

Forgery of land titles, laws to be passed for detection and con- 
viction of xiii 

Forced Sale — 

portion of personal property may be exempted xvi 

homestead xvi 

public property of counties, cities and towns xi 

Forts, barracks, arsenals, etc., of United States, sale or lease of 

lands for xvi 

Fbanchise of the Citizen — 

to be forfeited on conviction of bribery, forgery, perjury, etc. xvi 
forfeited only by due course of law i 
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90 Index to State Constitution. 

Fbai^chises — Art. 

granted subject to control of Legislature i 

granted to corporations, subject to legislative control xii 

• freights, fares, tolls, wharfage, etc., subject to legislative 

control, or abrogation xii 

Free schools vii 

G 

Gramishment, current wages for personal service shall not be 

subject to xvi 28 55 

General Laws only shall be passed in relation to^ 

liens iii 66 12 

municipal affairs iii 56 12 

changing names of persons or places iii 56 12 

changing venue iii 56 12 

roads, highways, streets and alleys iii 56 12 

ferries and bridges, wholly within the State iii 56 12 

vacating roads, town plats, streets or alleys iii 56 12 

cemeteries, public grounds, not of the State iii 56 12 

adoption of legitimation iii 56 12 

location or change of county seat iii 56 12 

municipal corporations, amending their charters. iii 56 12 

elections and voting places iii 56 12 

divorces iii 56 12 

municipal offices, elections or school districts iii 56 12 

descent or succession iii 56 12 

judicial proceedings, practice, or evidence iii 56 12 

collection of debts iii 56 12 

enforcing judgments iii 56 12 

judicial sales of real estate. iii 66 12 

fees, powers and duties of aldermen, justices, constables. . . iii 56 12 

public schools and their support iii 56 12 

rate of interest iii 56 12 

affecting estates of persons under disability iii 56 12 

remitting fines, penalties, forfeitures, and refunding money, iii 56 12 

exempting property from taxation iii 56 12 

regulation of trade, labor, mining and manufacturing iii 56 12 

disabilities from minority iii 56 12 

relief of tax assessors or collectors , . . . iii 66 13 

informal or invalid wills or deeds iii 56 13 

summoning jurors iii 56 13 

limitation of actions iii 56 13 

incorporation of railroads, or internal improvements iii 56 13 

all cases where general law can be made applicable iii 56 13 

exemption from public duty or service xvi 56 57 

taxes levied and collected by viii 3 39 

private corporations created by xii 1 46 

public and stockholders to be protected by xii 2 46 

Greneral Provisions xvi 1-57 52-59 



Index to State Constitution. 91 

GOVEBNOB — Art. 

chief executive oflBcer iv 

when to be elected T iv 

when to be installed iv 

term of office two years iv 

qualifications iv 

compensation, $4000 iv 

shall liold no other office iv 

other inhibitions against iv 

commander-in-chief iv 

may call out militia iv 

call extra session of Legislature iv 

advise Legislature by message iv 

account for public money received and paid iv 

make and present estimates for taxation iv 

cause laws to be executed iv 

conduct foreign intercourse iv 

grant reprieves and pardons iv 

remit fines and forfeitures iv 

fill vacancies iv 

where shall reside iv 

veto power iv 

approve or veto orders, resolutions, etc iv 

sign commissions iv 

appoint Secretary of State iv 

issue writs of election to fill vacancy in the Legislature ... iii 

fill vacancies in the judiciary v 

member of Board of Education vii 

impeachment of xv 

fill vacancies when officer is suspended by impeachment .... xv 

shall remove judges on address xv 

may require from accounting officer information iv 

shall appoint notaries public iv 

Government, Powers of — 

divided into legislative, executive and judicial ii 

the powers of the one not to be exercised by the other ii 

Grand and Petit Jurors — 

qualifications of, to be prescribed xvi 

trial on indictment of a, in felonies i 

in District Court, twelve men v 

nine members a quorum to present bills v 

Guardians and Wards — 

jurisdiction of County Court v 

appellate and general control by District Court v 
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92 Index to State Constitution. 

H 

Habeas Corpus — Art. 

writ of, never to be suspended i 

Legislature to make thia remedy speedy and effectual i 

Court of Appeals, and judges thereof, may issue v 

District Court, and judges thereof, may issue when appli- 
cant is charged with a felony v 8 24 

County Court, and judges thereof, may issue when appli- 
cant is charged with offense within jurisdiction v 

Health and Vital Statistics, board of, may be established xvi 

Highways, railroads declared to be public x 

HisTOBT OF Texas — 

appropriations for preserving memorials of, may be made . . xvi 39 57 
records, rolls and correspondence relating to. Legislature to 

make provision for xvi 46 58 

HOICESTEAD— 

is protected from forced sale xvi 

except for purchase money, taxes, and mechanics' lien xvi 

no other lien can be created thereon xvi 

pretented sales, to evade, void xvi 

not in town or city defined xvi 

in town, city or village xvi 

temporary renting not to change character xvi 

how it descends and vests xvi 

homestead of 160 acres granted to head of family xvi 

homestead of 80 acres granted to single men xvi 

Homicide — 

through willful act, omission or gross negligence gives right 

of action in exemplary damages xvi 

action in favor of husband, widow and heirs xvi 

House and Senate — ^Provisions common to both — 

qualification and election, each the judge , iii 

quorum, two-thirds of each iii 

less may compel attendance iii 

determine rules of proceedings of each iii 

may puni.sh members iii 

expulsion, but not a second, for same offense iii 

shall keep and publish journal T iii 

yeas and nays, three may demand iii 

vacancies, provided for iii 

punish person not members iii 

open sessions, except Senate in executive . . , iii 

adjournments not longer than three days iii 

no adjournment to other place without concurrence iii 

elect their own ofiicers iii 

members privileged from arrest iii 

ineligible to other ofiice iii 
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Index to State Constitution. 93 

House and Senate, etc. — continued. Art. Sec. Page. 

other oflBcers ineligible as members iii 19 6 

officers charged with public money ineligible until dis- 
charged iil 

privileged in debate iii 

personal or private interest to be disclosed, and shall not 

vote . . '. iii 

removal from district vacates office iii 

compensation, per diem and mileage iii 

members elected at general election to be regulated by law. iii 

apportionment after each census to be made iii 

apportioned by ordinance until next census iii 

oath of, prescribed xvi 

bribery of xvi 

House of Representatives and Membebs — 

a branch of the Legislature iii 

not less than ninety-three nor more than one hundred and 

fifty iii 

elected for two years from date of election iii 

qualifications prescribed iii 

shall organize temporarily and elect speaker iii 

to be apportioned, and how iii 

after each decennial census iii 

apportioned by ordinance until next census iii 

revenue bills must originate in iii 

power of impeachment vested in xv 

I 

Idiots and Lunatics — 

county court may appoint guardians for v 

shall not vote vi 

Immigration, no appropriation to be made for xvi 

ImpeachAent and Address — 

power vested in House of Representatives xv 

what officers may be removed by xv 

Senate as a court of xv 

oath of Senators in cases of xv 

concurrence of two- thirds required xv 

judgment extends only to removal and xv 

disqualifications from holding office xv 

articles preferred suspends functions xv 

provisional appointment by Grovemor xv 

judges of District Courts may be removed by Supreme 

Court XV 

judges may be removed by address xv 

Imprisonment for debt, no person shall ever suffer i 

Inauguration of Governor, when iv 

Income tax may be levied viii 
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94 Indbx to State Constitution. 

Indebtedness to State, County, etc. — Art. 

no power to release iii 

by railroads, to be enforced as contracted iii 

no relief to purchasers of University lands vii 

no relief to purchasers of University lands vii 

Indictments and Presentments — 

in libel, jury to determine law and facts i 

by grand jury in felony i 

beginning and conclusion of v 

' grand jury, nine members may present v 

Inebriate asylums may be established xvi 

Ineligibility — 

holding office iii 

being members of the Legislature iii 

duelling xvi 

conviction of bribery in procuring election xvi 

defaulting tax collectors and officers iii 

members of Confess, etc xvi 

Infants shall not vote vi 

Information — prosecutions may be by, in county court v 

Injuries — ^remedy for, by due course of law i 

Interest and usury — legal rate established six per cent., not to 

exceed ten by contract xvi 11 53 

Intoxicating liquors — ^Legislature authorized to prohibit sale of, 

by local vote xvi 20 54 

J 

Jails, the construction shall be provided by general law xi 

Jeopardy of life and liberty i 

Journals op Legislature — 

each house shall keep and publish iii 

and enter "yeas and nays," when iii 

the fact of signing bills shall be entered on iii 

Judges — 8ee Courts — 

not eligible to Legislature iii 

may be impeached xv 

may be removed by Governor on address xv 

when disqualified v 

district judges may be removed by Supreme Court xv 

shall be conservators of peace % . . . . v 

county judge shall also be conservator v 

Judicial Department — 

one of the departments of government ii 

courts established v 
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Index to State Constitution. 95 

Judicial Districts — Art. Sec. Page, 

twenty-six, but Legislature may increase or diminish ....... v 7 24 

fixed by ordinance until otherwise provided v 14 27 

Jurisdiction — ^Legislature may alter and change of courts v 22 30, 31 

Jurors, grand and petit, qualifications shall be prescribed xvi 19 54 

Jury, Grand and Petit — 

trial by, shall be inviolate i 15 3 

in civil cases, in District Court, must be demanded v 10 25 

and jury fee paid v 10 25 

in libel, shall determine the law and facts i 8 2 

in District Court composed of twelve v 13 26 

nine may return verdict v 13 26 

Legislature may require unanimity v 13 .26 

grand jury of twelve v 13 26 

nine may find indictments ' v 13 26 

in County Court, jury of six. v 17 29 

jury must be demanded in civil cases v 17 29 

must be demanded and paid for v 17 29 

Justices of the Peace — See Courts — 

shall be ex officio notaries public v 19 30 

may be removed by District Judges v 24 31 

L 

, Laborers, laws for the protection of, shall be enacted xvi 35 56 

Land and Land Office — 

one General Land Oflice xiv 1 48 

titles from State to be registered in xiv 1 49 

to be made self-sustaining xiv 1 49 

subordinate oflices may be established xiv 1 49 

genuine land certificates barred by Constitution of 1869, by 

failure to locate, revived xiv 2 49 

land certificates to be located within five years, or shall 

be barred xiv 2 49 

hereafter issued to be located in five years xiv 2 49 

to be located on vacant domain, and not on titled land, or 

land equitably owned xiv 2 49 

gi'ants to railway companies, how made, and conditions .... xiv 3 49 
no land certificates to be sold except to actual settlers, and 

not exceeding 160 acres xiv 4 49 

provisions concerning grants to railway companies and the 

forfeiture thereof xiv 3 49 ^ 

160 acres granted to head of family, on conditions xiv 6 50 

80 acres granted to single men on same conditions xiv 6 50 

mines and minerals released by State to owners of land .... xiv 7 50 
time extended to persons residing between Nueces and Rio 

Grande to complete surveys and plats and return to 

Land Office xiv 8 ;"3'> 
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Land Certificates — 



Art. 



revived; apd times extended for location xiv 

sold at Land OfRce only to actual settlers xiv 

hereafter to be located within five years xiv 

Law and Equity v 

Law and Entailment 

Law, ex post facto 

Law impairing obligation of contract 

Law of primogeniture 

LaWy retroactive 

Law of the land 
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Laws — 



Legislature only may suspend i 

not repugnant to this Constitution, to remain in force until 

expired or repealed xvi 

first Legislature to provide for revision iii 

may be revised every ten years iii 

must be passed by bills iii 

shall not be amended, revised, etc., by reference to title. « . . iii 

when to take effect iii 

enacting clause, "Be it enacted," etc iii 

Crovernor shall cause to be executed iv 
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Laws — Local and Special 



which shall not be passed, enumerated iii 

shall not be made, when general law can be made applicable iii 

exception, preservation of fish and game iii 

thirty days' notice of intended application required to be 

published iii 

local option liquor law shall be enacted xvi 

local fence laws may be enacted xvi 

stock laws may be enacted xvi 

Legislature — Shall at First Session — 

provide for revising and digesting the laws iii 

enact efficient vagrant laws iii 

provide for transfer of business in courts to proper juris- 
diction V 

make appropriation for Agricultural and Mechanical Col- 
lege of Texas vii 

provide for speedy sale of land for taxes due thereon viii 

provide mode of procedure to prevent the illegal demand of 

freights, wharfage, fares and tolls xii 

provide pains and penalties against usury xvi 

provide for a local option liquor law xvi 

provide for the payment of teachers under former laws xvi 

make Uiws to protect laborers against default of contractor, zvi 
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LsaiSLATURE — Requirements — Art. Sec. Page. 

shall enact laws to facilitate remedy by habeae corpus i 12 3 

shall regulate and maintain purity and efficienpy of trial 

by jury , . i 16 3 

shall have control of all privileges and franchises granted 

by it i 

shall regulate the wearing of arms i 

may alone exercise the power of suspending laws i 

shall meet biennially ^ iii 

shall apportion State into Senatorial and Representative 

districts after each decennial c^isus iii 

shall enact laws necessary to carry provisions of Constitu- 
tion into effect iii 

shall provide for compensation of officers iii 

shall provide for changes of venue iii 

shall provide against lotteries, lottery tickets, gift enter- 
prises, and evasions thereof iii 

may raise revenue by taxation for the administration of 

government, including purposes enumerated iii 

may grant aid in public calamity iii 

may hold its session at the city of Austin iii 

shall determine contested election in joint session iv 

shall pass laws facilitating investigation of breaches of 

trust, and providing for suspension on causes shown ... iv 

may establish Criminal District Courts in\ certain cities ... v 

may increase or diminish judicial districts v 

may authorize the holding of special terms of District 

Courts, or more than two terms v 

may provide for holding District Courts when judge absent, 

disabled, or disqualified v 

may provide for the election of District Attorneys and 

their compensation, with salary of $500 v 

to change jurisdiction of County Courts, and conform juris- 
diction of other courts v 

prescribe duties, perquisites and fees of sheriff v 

provide for maintenance and support of public schools .... vii 

shall provide for separate schools for white and colored ... vii 

shall provide for sale of asylum lands . . . , vii 

shall establish "The University of Texas" vii 

shall provide for the prompt collection of debts due for 

University lands heretofore sold vii 

may establish college or branch University for the colored, vii 
may sell the one million acres of land appropriated by the 

Constitution to the University and branches vii 

may impose poll, occupation and income taxes viii 

may exempt designated property , viii 

may provide for sale of lands of delinquent taxpayers viii 

by two-thirds vote may authorize taxes of non-residents to 

be paid at Comptroller's office viii 11 40 

the enumeration of subjects of taxation shall not deprive 

Legislature of levying taxes on other subjects viii 17 41 



17 


3 


23 


3 


28 


4 


5 


5 


28 


8 


42 


9 


44 


9 


45 


10 


47 


10 


48 


10 


51 


11 


58 


13 


3 


13 


25 


18 


1 


21 


7 


24 


7 


24 


7 


24 


21 


30 


22 


31 


23 


31 


1 


33: 


7 


36; 


9 


36 


10 


37 


12 


37 


14 


38 


15 


38 


1 


38 


2 


38 


15 


41 



8 


46 





46 


2 


46 


3 


47 
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Legislature — REQUfREMENTS — continiied. Art. Sec. Page. 

shall provide for equalizing valuations of property taxed, 

and the classifications of lands viii l8 41 

have power to create counties, subject to prescribed pro- 
visions ix 1 42 

shall pass laws regulating the removal of county seats, in 

accordance with provisions ix 2 42 

shall pass laws regulating railroad companies, preventing 

abuses, discrimination and extortion x 1 43 

shall pass laws establishing fares and freights on railroads . x I 43 
shall pass laws requiring railroad companies to have an 
office in this State and comply with constitutional pro- 
visions X 3 44 

may charter cities of more than 10,000 population, by spe- 
cial acts xi 6 45 

may aid counties and cities on Gulf coast to build sea 

walls or breakwaters by donations of land xi 

may constitute city or town a separate school district .... xi 

may create private corporations by general laws xii 

shall always keep control of franchises granted by it xii 

shall always have right to annul, modify or repeal right to 

demand freights, fares, tolls or wharfage xii 6 47 

shall provide a method for determining what lands have 

been forfeited xiii 1 47 

shall pass laws for detection and conviction of forgers of 

land titles xiii 6 48 

•shall make Land Office self-sustaining, and may establish 

subordinate offices xiv 1 48 

may grant land to railroad companies, upon prescribed con- 
ditions, by general laws xiv 3 49 

shall provide by law for trial and removal from office where 

Constitution makes no provision xv 7 51 

shall make laws disfranchising persons convicted of brib- 
ery, perjury, forgery and other high crimes xvi 

shall provide for commutation of fines to manual labor . . . xvi 
shall provide for deductions from salary, in case of neglect 

of official duty xvi 

shall pass laws providing f o^ arbitration xvi 

shall pass laws more clearly defining the rights of the wife, 
and providing for the registration of her separate prop- 
erty xvi 

shall prescribe the qualifications of grand and petit jurors . xvi 

shall have power to pass local fence laws xvi 

shall have power to pass laws for the regulation of live 
stock, inspection of cattle, stock, and hides, and regula- 

, tion of brands xvi 

to provide for laying out and working public roads , . xvi 

to define and punish barratry xvi 

to establish Board of Health and Vital Statistics xvi 

to authorize the Governor to sell or lease to the United 

States lands for forts, barracks and military stations . . . xvi 
to provide for the speedy enforcement of mechanic's liens, xvi 
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IiEOiSLATUBE — ^REQUIREMENTS — continued. Art. Sec. Page. 

may provide for the office of Commissioner of Insurance, 

Statistics and History xvi 38 67 

may make appropriations for preserving memorials of his- 
tory of Texas ^ . . . xvi 39 57 

may establish inebriate asylum xvi 42 57 

shall prescribe duties and provide for county treasurer and 

county surveyor xvi 44 58 

shall provide for collecting and keeping records and docu- 
ments relating to history of Texas xvi 46 58 

shall provide for organizing militia xvi 46 68 

shall exempt from forced sale portion? of personal property 

of heads of families xvi 49 58 

shall provide for indigent lunatics xvi 64 69 

may provide annual pensions for indigent soldiers and 

signers xvi 66 69 

XiEOISLATUBE — ^LIMITATIONS — 

only special business at special sessions iii 40 9 

when shall not grant extra compensation iii 44 9 

no appropriation unless in pursuance of pre-existing law . . iii 44 9 

nor employ unless authorized by pre-existing law iii 44 9 

shall not levy taxes except for revenue iii 48 10 

purposes for which revenue may be raised enumerated. ... iii 48 10 
no power to give or lend, or authorize the giving or lend- 
ing of the State credit for any purpose iii 50 10 

no power to grant public money to individuals or corpora- 
tion's iii 51 11 

no power to grant money for immigration xvi 56 69 

no power to authorize municipal corporations to aid or be- 
come stockholders in private corporations iii 62 11 

no power to grant or authorize the granting of extra com- 
pensation V iii 63 11 

no power to release State's liens iii 54 11 

no power to release indebtedness to State or corporation. . . iii 56 12 
no power to pass local or special laws authorizing subjects 

enumerated iii 66 12 

nor any other local or special law where general law ap- 
plicable iii 66 13 

no power to grant relief to purchasers of land of public 

school fund vii 4 36 

no power to appropriate public school fund to any other 

purpose vii 5 36 

no power to grant relief to purchasers of University lands, vii 12 37 
no power to relieve the purchasers of the one million acres 

of University land vii 16 38 

no power to exempt other than the designated property 

from taxation viii 2 39 

no power to surrender the taxes for which corporations 

may be liable viii 4 39 

no power to make appropriations for longer term than two 

years; exception, Sixteenth Legislature viii 6 ' 39 

12— man 
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Legislatuse — Limitations — continued. Art. 

no power to borrow or divert special funds viii 

no power to release taxes due, except in case of public 

calamity viii 

no power to exempt the property of railway companies 

from execution x 

no power to authorize construction of street railway with- 
out consent of the municipal corporation x 

no power to charter cities and towns of less than 10,000 

population by special law xi 

no power to grant lands to railway companies, except upon 

prescribed conditions, nor by special law xiv 

no power to make appropriations for private or individual 

purposes xvi 

no power to issue "Treasury warrants" pr "Treasury notes" xvi 

Leqislative Department — 

a branch of the government ii 

style of iii 

Legitimation, no special law authorizing iii 

Libels i 

Liberty of conscience i 

Liberty of speech, press, and opinion i 

Liens — 

of mechanics and artisans xvi 

for taxes viii 

State, shall not be released or alienated . , iii 

No special legislation upon the subject of iii 

Lieutenant- GtOvernob — 

an officer of the Executive Department iv 

term of office, powers and duties iv 

President of Senate iv 

impeachment of xv 

Liquor Law, local option, shall be enacted xvi 

Live Stock — See Stock Laws — Special Laws. 

Local Laws — See Laws, Local — Legislative — Special Laws. 

Lunatics and Idiots — 

shall not vote vi 

County Court has jurisdiction of v 

Legislature shall make provisions for xvi 

Asylum vii 

M 

Mandamus, Writs of — See Courts. 

Mechanics' Lien — Legislature to provide by law for speedy 

mode of enforcement xvi 37 67 
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Me3)igine, Practice of — Art. 

qualifications for, may b6 prescribed xvi 

^malpractice punished xvi 

no preference to any school of medicine ; . . . . xvi 

Mexican and Spanish Land Titles xiii 

Mileage — 

going and returning, five dollars for every twenty-five miles iii 

Comptroller to keep table of distances iii 

Military Authority — 

subordinate to civil i 

Governor, commander-in-chief of forces iv 

Militia — 

Governor may call out to execute law iv 

Legislature to provide for organization xvi 

Mines and minerals, released by State to owners of land xiv 

Ministry, no ^an compelled to support without his consent i 

Minors — 

to be emancipated only under gerenral laws iii 

no local or special laws affecting the estate of iii 

shall not vote .^ vi 

Money — 

"Treasury warrants" and "Treasury notes" not to issue or 

circulate as xvi 7 53 

none shall be appropriated for sects, societies or institu- 
tions i 

not to be drawn but in pursuance of specific appropriations viii 

no appropriation longer than two years viii 

not to be appropriated for immigration purposes xvi 

public money statements to be published annually xvi 

no appropriation for private or individual purposes xvi 

Monopolies and perpetuities forbidden i 

Municipal Corporations — 

the several counties recognized as xi 1 45 

county buildings, institutions, roads, etc., to be provided 

for by law xi 

shall not aid private corporations xi 

what cities and towns shall not be specially chartered xi 

power to taa^ and restrictions xi 

taxes to be collected in money only xi 

what cities and towns may be specially chartered xi 

restrictions on taxing power xi 

restrictions on creating debt. . . ". xi 

may levy tax xi 
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Municipal Corporations — continued. 



Art. 



regulations as to taxes xi 

counties and cities on Gulf of Mexico may tax to con- 
struct sea walls xi 

regulations as to such tax , , xi 

restrictions upon contracting debts xi 

counties, cities and towns on Gulf of Mexico may have 

State aid xi 

public property of, exempt from forced sale and taxation . . xi 

a city or town may be made separate school district .... xi 

counties may provide poor-houses xvi 

railway property within liable to taxation viii 

N 

Neglect of duty by officers, Legislature to provide for deductions 

from salaries xvi 

Negligence, causing death, parties liable in civil action xvi 

Notary public — Governor to appoint convenient number iv 

Notice of application for special or local law must be published 

for thirty days .* iii 

Notes, Treasury — Legislature not Authorized to issue xvi 
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Oath of office prescribed xvi 

Oaths and Affirmations — % 

to be taken under pains and penalties of perjury 

to be administered in manner most binding 

Occupatibn tax may be levied and imposed vii 

Officers — 

disabilities iii 

holding lucrative office not eligible to the Legislature .... iii 

lucrative office, exceptions enumerated xvi 

defaulting and not discharged, not eligible to Legislature . . iii 

duration of office shall never exceed two years • xvi 

officers prohibited from holding more than one xvi 

accounting officers not to pay party holding any other 

office ; xvi 

shall reside within the State, district and county xvi 

shall continue until successor is qualified xvi 

keep accounts and give information under oath iv 

Orders, Resolutions, etc., shall be presented to the Governor .... iv 

Outlawry : i 



Pardons may be granted by the Governor, when . : iv 

Pauper, public, shall not vote vi 

Pensions, when and to whom, may be granted xvi 

Per diem and mileage of members of the Legislature iii 
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Pebjuey — 

conviction of, laws shall be made to disfranchise xvi 

oaths and affirmations taken under pains and penalties. 

Permanent school fund .• vii 

Perpetuities not allowed 

Personal equality 

Petition, right of 

Physicians — 



qualifications of, may be prescribed 

malpractice of, punished 

no preference to any school of medicine. 

Poll Tax— 



may be imposed 

none for the payment of municipal debts 
Polls in election precincts 



PoGE Houses — 

shall be provided by general law. 
each county may provide 
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PowEBS OF Government — 

divided into three departments — Legislative, Executive and 

Judicial 

powers of each, how exercised 

Precincts, Commissioners — 



county divided into four , 

present county court shall divide 

Precincts, Justices' — 

county divided into not less than four nor more than eight. 

present county court shall divide 

Precincts, election, residents of shall vote in 

President op Senate — 

pro tem, shall be elected when 

Lieutenant-Gk)vemor shall be 

Presiding officer of each house shall sign bills in presence of 

the house 

Press, liberty of the 

Primogeniture, no law of, shall be made 

Prisoners, bailable when and how 

Printing and stationery shall be let out by contract 

Privilege — 



of members in debate . . 

from arrest 

of voters from arrest 
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Pbivileoe — continued — Art. 

exclusive, no man entitled to i 

privileges and exemptions from public duty only by general 

law f xvi 

probate business in County Courts v 

Probate Court — County Courts established as a v 

Process, compulsory — ^prisoners shall have for witnesses i 

Process and Writs — 

issued, not affected by this Constitution xvi 

style of, prescribed v 

Products of farm viii 

Public Calamity, relief may be granted in case of viii 

Public Highways railroads declared to be x 

Public Lands — See Lands and Land Office xiv 

Public Purpose, taxes to be collected only for viii 

Public Roads — Legislature to make provision for xvi 

Public Schools — 

Legislature to provide for payment of teachers prior to 

1873 xvi 

teachers in, prior to 1876, to be paid by school districts. . . xvi 

Public Use, property taken for, compensation to be made i 

Punishment, cruel and unusual, shall not be inflicted i 

Q 

Qualifications — 

of Governor iv 

of Lieutenant-Governor iv 

of Senators iii 

of Representatives iii 

of Judges of Supreme Court v 

of Judges of Court of Appeals v 

of Judges of District Courts v 

of Judges of County Courts v 

of voters vi 

of electors vi 

Quarantine, enforcement of on the coast of Texas iii 

Quorum — 

of Senate and House of Representatives iii 

of Supreme Court v 

of Court of Appeals v 

of jury in District Courts v 

R 

Railroads — 

may connect at State line with other roads x 1 43 

intersect, connect, and cross other roads x 1 43 

to receive and carry the passengers, tonnage, and cars of 

other roads without delay or discrimination x 1 43 
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Railboads — continued. Art. 

declared public highways x 

declared common carriers x 

laws to be passed concerning freights and tariffs, estab- 
lishing maximum charges, etc x 

laws to be enforced by adequate penalties x 

Legislature may establish means and agencies invested with 

Adequate powers x 

maintain public offices in this State x 

where transfers of stock shall be made x 

transfer books and other records to be kept for inspection 

by stockholders x 

directors to hold one annual meeting x 

thirty days' notice of meeting to be given x 

to report under oath to Comptroller x 

rolling stock and movables considered personal property . . x 

real and personal property liable to execution x 

Legislature shall not exempt from execution x 

no consolidation by lease or otherwise with parallel or com- 
peting roads x 

officers, not to act as officers of competing roads x 

shall not consolidate with foreign company x 

street railroads must have consent of municipal corpora- 
tions X 7 44 

no relief to be granted, except on condition of acceptance of 

Constitution . x 8 44 

must pass through, if within three miles of county seat, if 

right of way through is granted x 

State's lien on, not to be released or alienated iii 

no special charters incorporating iii 

property of, to be assessed and taxed viii 

when taxes to be collected viii 

rolling stock assessed in gross, and where viii 

tax collected for counties to be apportioned by Comp- 
troller viii 

lands granted to, only upon conditions xiv 

granted only by general law xiv 

Rebatements, drawbacks, etc., prohibited xvi 

Registration of voters in cities vi 

Relief from Legislature Denied — 

purchasers of school lands vii 

^ purchasers of University lands vii 

State liens to be enforced according to original terms .".... iii 

to railway companies, except on condition of acceptance of 

provisions of Constitution x 8 44 

University lands hereafter sold, no relief granted pur- 
chasers, vii 15 38 

Religious Sects, and Societies — 

no preference to be given by law to i 6 1 

laws for the protection of, to be parsed i 6 1 
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Rbxioious Test — Art. 

np appropriation to be made for i 

as a qualification for office, prohibited i 

in giving evidence *..-.... .* . . i 

Remedy by due course of law i 

Removals fbom Office — 

who by impeachment xv 

' who by Supreme Court xv 

who by address xv 

who by District Courts v 

Clerks Supreme Court v 

Clerks Court of Appeals v 

Clerks District Court, by information on indictment v 

Legislature to provide for xv 

Representatives, House of, and Members — 
Bee House and Senate. 
See Senate and House. 

a branch of the Legislature iii 

not less than ninety-three nor more than one hundred and 

fifty iii 

elected for two years from date of election . . : iii 

qualifications prescribed iii 

disabilities iii 

shall organize temporarily, and elect Speaker iii 

to be apportioned, and how iii 

after each decennial census • iii 

apportioned by ordinance imtil next census iii 

revenue bills must originate in iii 

power of impeachment vested in xv 

Representative Districts — 

how apportioned and when iii 

apportioned by ordinance until next decennial census .... iii 

Reprieves, granted by Governor, when. . ". iv 

Republican form of government, Texas pledged to preserva- 
tion of i 

Residence — 

all civil officers shall reside in State xvi 

in district and county xvi 

of Governor iv 

not forfeited by absence on public business xvi 

Resolutions, what shall go to Governor for approval iv 

Retroactive Laws, shall not be made i 

Returns of Election — 

of executive officer, directed to Secretary of State iv 

to be delivered to Speaker iv 

to be opened in presence of both houses iv 

result to be declared by Speaker iv 
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Kbtubns of Election — continued. 



Art. Sec. Page. 



Returning oflScer to order election for members of the Legisla- 
ture, when iii 

Revenue, raised for what purposes iii 

Revenue bills, must originate in House iii 

Revision of Laws — 

first Legislature to provide for iii 

may be every ten years iii 

Right of action, for homicide xvi 

Rights of property and rights of action, existing, not affected 

by this Constitution xv: 

Rights of trial by jury, shall remain inviolate 

Right of assembly 

Right of conscience 

Right of petition 

Roads and Bbidoes — 

shall be provided for by general law xi 

provisions to be made for by Legislature xvi 

convict labor to be utilized on xvi 

no special laws relating to iii 

no special laws vacating iii 

Rules of order, each house to determine iii 
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Salaries — See Compensation. 

Schools, public free vii 3 34 

School tax vii 3 34 

School funds vii 5 35 

School lands vii 4 35 



School Districts — 

city or town may be a 
Legislature to provide for payment of amoimt due teachers by 

school districts xvi 

School Funds and Lands — 

what shall constitute perpetual vii 

not more than one-fourth of general revenue vii 

a poll tax of one dollar vii 

lands set apart to, shall be sold vii 

no relief to purchasers of lands . . ^ vii 

to be invested by board of education vii 

how invested vii 

principal of all bonds shall be permanent vii 

interest on bonds, the available vii 

one per cent, of permanent to be available vii 

no appropriation of permanent or available shall be made 

to any other purpose vii 

or for sectarian schools vii 
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School Lands and Funds — continued. Art. 

the available to be distributed to counties vii 

concerning county school lands vii 

Board of Education to distribute funds vii 

Schools, separate, to be provided for white and colored .... vii 
Schools of medicine, no preference shall be given to any in pre- 
scribing qualifications of practitioners of medicine xvi 

Seal of State — 

to be kept by the Secretary of State iv 

all commissions shall be sealed with iv 

Seamen, marines, and soldiers not to vote vi 

Searches and Seizures — 
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warrant for 
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56 
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17 
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Seat op Government — 

Austin declared to be the iii 58 13 

Governor shall reside at iv 13 16 

Legislature shall hold its sessions at iii 58 13 

Secretary of State — 

an officer of Executive Department iv 1 13 

custodian of seal of State iv 19 17 

sign commissions iv 20 17 

appointed by Governor iv 21 17 

duties prescribed iv 21 17 

compensation, $2000 iv 21 17 

returns of elections to be directed to iv -3 13 

Sects, or Religious Societies — 

the people secured from unreasonable i 9 2 

no appropriation for i 7 2 

no preference shall ever be given to i 6 1 



^izures and Searches — 
warrant for 



Senate and House — Provisions common to both — 

qualification and election, each the judge iii 

quorum, two-thirds of each iii 

less may compel attendance iii 

determine rules of proceedings of each iii 

may punish members iii 

expulsion, but not a second for same offense iii 

shall keep and publish journal iii 

yeas and nays, three may demand iii 

vacancies provided for iii 

punish persons not members iii 

open sessions, except Senate in executive iii 
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Index to State Constitution. 109 

Senate and House, etc. — continued. Art. Sec. Page. 

adjournments not longer than three days iii 17 6 

no adjournment to other places without concurrence iii 17 

elect their own officers iii 9 5 

members privileged from arrest iii 14 6 

ineligible in other office iii 18 6 

other officers ineligible as members iii 19 

officers charged with public money ineligible until dis- 
charged iii 20 6 

privileged in debate iii 21 7 

personal or private interest to be disclosed, and shall not 

vote iii 22 7 

removal from district vacates office iii 23 7 

compensation, per diem and mileage iii 24 7 

members elected at general election, to be regulated by law. iii 27 8 

apportionment after each census to be made iii 28 8 

apportioned by ordinance until next census iii 28 8 

oath of, prescribed xvi • 1 52 

bribery of xvi 41 57 

Senate and Senators — See Senate and House — 

to consist of thirty-one Senators iii 2 4 

chosen for four years iii 3 4 

new, to be chosen after every apportionment iii 3 4 

divided into two classes iii 3 4 

first class two, second class four years iii 3 4 

qualifications for .... * iii 6 5 

shall choose President pro tern, at the beginning and close 

of each term iii 9 5 

executive session iii 16 6 

Senate as a court of impeachment xv 3 61 

Lieutenant-Governor, President of iv 16 16 

advice and consent of two-thirds to Governor's appoint- 
ment to fill vacancies t iv 12 15 

advice and consent of, to appointment of Secretary of State iv 21 17 
advice and consent of two-thirds to appointment of nota- 
ries public iv 26 18 

advice and consent of, to pardon for treason iv 11 15 

Senatorial Districts — 

no single county entitled to more than one iii 25 7 

apportionment to be made first session after- every decen- 
nial census iii 28 8 

Sentence — Governor may respite iv 11 15 

Separate Property of Wife — 

what shall be xvi 15 54 

rights of the wife to, to be more clearly defined xvi 15 54 

laws shall be passed for registration of xvi 15 54 
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110 Index to State Constitution. 

Session of Legislature — Art. 

biennial ■* iii 

may be convened by Governor iii 

special sessions not longer than thirty days iii 

designated subjects only to be considered iii 

extraordinary occasions, may be convened at capital or 

elsewhere iv 

proclamation shall state purpose iv 

Sheriffs — 

election, term, duties, perquisites, and fees v 

to collect the taxes viii 

in counties with 10,000 inhabitants, tax collector to be 

elected , viii 

vacancy may be filled by County Commissioners Court v 

Soldiers, where not to be quartered '. i 

Soldiers, .United States, not to be allowed to vote vi 

Spanish and Mexican Land Titles, provisions concerning xiii 1-7 47,18 

Speaker of the House — 

how elected iii 9 5 

when and where shall open and publish election returns. . . iv 3 13 

Special funds, shall not be divided viii 7 39 

Special Laws — 

what shall not be passed, enumerated iii 56 12, 13 

shall not be made when general laws can be made appli- 
cable iii 

may be passed for preservation of fish and game iii 

thirty days' notice of intended application required to be 

published iii 

local option liquor law shall be enacted xvi 

stock law may be enacted xvi 

to change jurisdiction of County Courts v 

may charter cities of over 10,000 inhabitants xi 

to aid counties and cities on Gulf coast to build sea walls, 

breakwaters, etc xi 8 46 

Special Sessions Legislature — See Sessions of Legisla- 
ture. 

Speech and opinion, liberty -of i 8 2 

State government, departments of ii 1 4 

Stationery, printing, etc., shall be furnished and performed 

under contract xvi 21 54, 55 

Statistics, vital and health — Legislature may establish board 

of xvi 

Stock raisers, stock laws, etc , . xvi 

Streets, vacating, no special laws for iii 

Street railways, not to be constructed without consent of munic- 
ipal authorities • x 7 44 
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Index to State Constitution. 



Style — 



Art. 



of laws, "Be it enacted by the Legislature oLthe State of 

Texas" iii 

of Legislature, "The Legislature of the State of Texas" . . iii 

of process, "The State of Texas" v 

Subsidies — 

State, county and municipal aid to private individuals 

and corporations forbidden iii 

same subject iii 

same subject xi 

Suffrage — 

who shall not vote vi 

who are voters vi 

who are voters in municipal corporations vi 

duelling, effect of, on right of xvi 

laws to be made to exclude those convicted of bribery, 

perjury, forgery and other high crimes xv; 

the right of, to be protected by law xvi 

right of, not forfeited by absence on business xvi 

Suicide, property of, shall descend as in other cases 

Supreme Being, unbelief in, disqualified from holding office .... 

Supreme Courts — See Courts, Supreme. 





111 


Sec. 


Page. 


1 

1 

12 


4 

4 

26 



26 


11 


52 


11 


3 


45 


1 


32 


2 


33 


3 


33 


4 


53 


2 


52 


2 


52 


9 


53 


21 


3 


4 


1 
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Taxation and Taxes — 

concerning equality and uniformity, subjects of taxation 

valuation, poll tax, occupation taxes, and income taxes . . viii 
no occupation tax on agricultural or mechanical pursuits . . viii 

$250 worth of furniture for a family exempt viii 

occupation tax levied by municipal corporations limited to 

one-half State tax viii 

equality and uniformity of occupation tax viii 

Legislature may exempt property used for public purposes, 
property used for worship, cemeteries not for private 
profit, buildings for school purposes, furniture of schools, 

and institutions for charity viii 

other exemptions void viii 

levied and collected only for public purposes viii 

power to corporations never to be suspended or surrendered 

by contract or grant viii 

of municipal taxation of railroad property viii 

back taxes may be collected by municipal authority viii 

. of taxation on railway property; may be assessed and col- 
lected in counties where fixture and road-bed situated; 
rolling stock in county of principal office; apportioned 

among counties, and how /> viii 

shall never exceed thirty-five cents on the $100, exclusive 

of tax to pay public debt *. viii 
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112 Index to State Constitution. 

Taxation and Taxes — continued. Art. Sec. Page. 

counties, cities and towns limited to twenty-five cents on 

the $100 for city and county purposes viii 9 40 

counties, cities and to^ois limited to fifteen cents on the 

$100 for roads and bridges viii 9 40 

exempt for payment of debts already incurred viii 9 40 

tax for erection of public buildings limited to twenty-five 

cents on the $100 viii 9 40 

payment of taxes for State and county purposes not to be 

released except in case of public calamity. . . .' viii 10 40 

taxes to be assessed and paid in county where property is 

situated viii 11 40 

non-residents of counties, when may be authorized to pay 
at Comptroller's office viii 

officer shall assess unrendered property viii 

on property in unorganized county, where assessed and col- 
lected viii 

concerning the enforcement of the payment of viii 

assessor and collector of taxes, election, term and duties . . viii 

assessments shall be a lien, and property liable to seizure 

and sale viii 15 41 

sheriff shall be collector in counties of less than 10,000 in- 
habitants viii 16 41 

over 10,000 inhabitants, collector elected viii IC 41 

subjects specified, not to exclude right to tax other subjects 
and objects not enumerated viii 17 41 

equalization of value by County Commissioners Court, to 

be provided by the Legislature viii 18 41 

classification of lands according to the value in the several 

counties also to be provided for viii 18 41 

farm products in hands of producer and family supplies 

for home and farm use, exempt viii 19 41 

taxes only to be levied and collected for purposes enumer- 
ated iii 48 10 

concerning taxing power in cities of over 10,000 inhabi- 
tants, and limitations thereon xi 5 45 

concerning taxing power in cities of under 10,000 inhabi- 
tants, and limitations thereon xi 4 45 

concerning levy, assessment and collection of taxes, by 
counties, cities and towns, to pay interest and provide 
sinking fund for payment of indebtedness xi 6 45 

concerning taxes levied by counties, cities and towns for 

sea walls and breakwaters xi 7 46 

property of counties, cities, and towns, for public purposes, 

exempt from taxation xi 9 46 

concerning the levy and collection of taxes by city author- 
ities for school purposes xi 10 46 

Tests — 

religious, not required i 4 1 

acknowledging the existence of Supreme Being, the only. 14 1 
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Index to State Constitution. 113 

Titles, Lands — See Mexican and Spanish Land Titles — Art. Sec. Page 
emanated or hereafter emanating from the State shall be 

registel-ed in Greneral Land Office xvi 1 48, 49 

certificates not to be put upon titled lands xiv 2 49 

Transported out of the State for crime, no one shall be i 20 3 

Treason — 

defined, and testimony necessary to convict i 22 3 

Governor, with advice and consent of Senate, may grant 

pardon iv 

to this end may respite sentence iv 

Treasubeb — 

an officer of Executive Department iv 

elected, term, salary and duties iv 

removed by impeachment xv 

Treasury notes and warrants, not to be issued to circulate as 

money xvi 7 53 

Trial— 

no second, for sanie offense, after verdict i 

by jury, right to inviolate i 

jury must be demanded and fee paid v 

nine jurors concurring, may render verdict v 

in district court, twelve compose jury v 

in county court, six v 

u 

University, and its Funds and Lands — 

"The University of Texas" vii 

concerning^ its establishment and support vii 

its funds and lands vii 

provisions relating thereto vii 

concerning the sale of its lands vii 

"The Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas" made 

and constituted a branch vii 13 37 

forty thousand dollars to be appropriated at first session 

for its completion vii 13 37 

another branch for the colored may be established .... vii 14 38 
no tax to be levied, no appropriation out of general rev- 
enue, for erecting buildings vii 14 38 

one million additional acres land set apart, with provisions 

for sale thereof vii 15 38 

Usury and interest, provisions concerning xvi '11 53 

V 

Vacancies — 

elections to fill xvi 27 55 

in either house, writs of election to be issued by Governor ; 

he failing, by returning officer iii 13 6 

concerning, in State and district officers iv 12 15 



14 


3 


15 


3 


10 


25 


13 


26 


13 


2(J 


17 


20 



10 


37 


10 


37 


10 


37 


10 
li 


37 
37 



2 


21 


28 


31 


28 


31 


28 


31 


28 


31 


23 


31 


46 


10 


45 


10 


56 


12 



18 


54 


18 


54 


55 


59 


14 


15 



114 Ikdex to State Constitution. 

Vacancies — continued. Art. Sec. Page. 

conceming, in Supreme Court y 

conoeming, in Court of Appeals r 

concerning, in District Court y 

in county judges, filled by Commissioners Court v 

in justices of the peace, by Commissioners Court y 

in sheriff's office, by Commissioners Court y 

Vagrants — ^Legislature shall enact effective laws concerning. . . iii 

Vexue — Change of — 

powers Tested in courts. Legislature to make provisions for . iii 
no special law for, shall be ifiade iii 

Vested Rights — 

existing by grant or statute, not divested xiii 7 48 

rights of property, and of action, acquired under former 

Constitution and laws not divested xvi 

all existing rights to remain as they were xvi 

Veterans, Texas, pensions may be granted the indigent xvi 

Veto, provisions conceming the power iv 

Voters and Votes — Bee Suffbage. 

w 

Wages, current, for personal service, not subject to garnishment xvi 
Warrants, treasury, and notes, shall not be issued to circulate 

as money xvi 

Warrant to search and seize, shall not issue, without affidavit 

and description i 

Wife's Separate Property — 

what shall be x\'i 

rights of wife to, to be more clearly defined xvi 

laws shall be passed for registration of xvi 

Worship — 

declaration of rights as to i 

public worship to be protected by laws i 

Writs and Process — See Process and Writs. 

Y 

Yeas and Nays — 

three members may demand to be entered on journal iii 12 

to suspend reading of bill on three several days, four-fifths 
of the House required, and yeas and nays shall be entered 

on the journals ' iii 32 

yeas and nays on question of emergency as to necessity of 

law taking effect , iii 39 
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